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Fcrﬂ:ebnd’estofmnmmisﬂmweek.n

! pteparedto anywhere,

1 am prepared to go at any
time, and specifically in the next month -
o go to xny location and possibly 10 Lon-
dnnmadvanoethc{pm

May consisting
afal, US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and Blair, in Britain’s ciorent

mpamtyaspteﬂdemofﬂ:eﬁmpm
Expectations were raised

Union

he would “fock favourably” om amy- -

meeting since the Pal-

estinfans “are concemed 10 se¢ an active
Emupeanmleinthe'vaﬂmsphm of'

the process.” .
But, as so often with Netanyahu, theil- ~ j
coflapsed almost im- -

mediately. At a cabinet meeting on Mon-

day, Netanyahn made it clear that the

Ibrahim Nafle: | its arbitin
No rubber stamp i
for Netanyahu -

Edward Said:
Art, culiure, .

builcﬁngmumerﬂmhnmunng meeting i< still being

in the West Bank, be.These he

hopes

AweekothansmutahmBlair'sEummmbemxesAmeﬁcan a 4-way London pegace con-
farencahmsouttobebﬂataraimeﬁngs,vﬂmmbnght.mlmdon Graham Usher in Jo-
msalemandmnaanathmrofuﬂﬂtﬂahhokiomardto save more Palesiinian concessions

secority.
The agenda of the

iniﬂaﬁveevenm:whenbemumm focos on *economic issoes”.

all parts of the 1997 Hebron agreement,  the Occupied

. second

- may well withdraw bis
“It is important to realise that it is Pres-

ident ‘[Bill] Clinton himself- who - has

" been withholding [the publicafion of}

this package,” said cne Egyptian soorce.

Souvrces in Cairo revealed that the orig-

.ina? 13.1 per cent second redeployment
mgg'ﬂedpgyWashmm:epmd

- by Israe] bas been slashed to Httle over 8

EU is Ysrael's biggest

per cent in the second redeployment, to  on the Israeli economy.

‘Ten, nine,
elght... -

and nationafism - mm.ﬂm'.ﬂeﬂm |

Hosni

On 31 May, Madia DRY. President
Mubarak will inangurate

[ N X et

snsgroundmmans:xﬂ:ofom
cuy,sxgnaningthatthcwmmssmw

Onnc in orbit, Nilesar will make

the first Arah conntry to have Ifs
own meadia satellite, thug joining (he in-
manmalomspaoeclnbasnsﬁoﬂa

wat Bl-Sherif, pointiag ot Nilesat and
the Media Production Chty in. Sixth of

.anberﬁwasﬂ:emmve-.

c.owRl L

ments in the feld. "Nilesausnnpmant '
-advanced tech-

“nechnologyofmefmme‘”—adlgm]
compression system — insiead of

- analogue system. The new system

makes it possible o compress more

" thap one tefevision channe! in the same

Whﬁllmmpmdﬂs;uﬁh

_mlry72,ureven84chmcls,1fneed

ed,” Bassiouni said.

He added that the digital system also
makes jt possible to encode [encrypt]
some of these channels so that they are

y by subscribers. Twenty
ehanncismﬂbeavaﬂable openly, in-
cludmgﬂnnewspecmhsedchannelsof
Radio and Television Un-

TU). The chanpels will inclade

es covering education, cul-

sports, fmﬂy affairs, children,
news shows and entertammmt.maddx

avmhble openly from Bahrain, Syra,
Yemen, Jordan and Lebanon. Viewess
will need to buy a special decoder to
watch the Arab stations, including the
ANN news channel, but no subscription
fee is reqired.

About 23 channels will be encrypied,
incloding the Pioneers Group (ART),
Showtime, the second Egyptisn satellite
chaonel and’ Lebspon’s LBC-plus.
Viewers will need decoders and bave to

Acconding to Bassicuni, some min-
istries such as educadon and health, as
well 45 umiversities such as Cajro Uni-

vers:ty are plaming to make vse of the
satellite. “One has been

Oweinat - studmlsandthesateﬂlm If a student

he can simply

programme,
- ifial a telephons number and the lesson
wi]lbcrepwndpmforhnn."

¢ i befonnwedbysnmethmguvutwu
- spch ameeting will have beeg fiile it cend n 4 thvd — and final — per
The Iast tranche wmld.
moveover, take the form of “area C” re-
deployment, which wonld hand over to
the Palestinians only municipal author-
ity while Isreel maintains controf over

London
worked out. kis
however, that it will address

as ways 10 ge1 both the 1S and the EU to
engage with the Israclis and the Pal-
estmrans in arrangements over soch

press  Arefat and other PA officials sill ap-

that role shonld
that Europe shonld
not do anything that would “cut across
ﬂ:eUSpmoeeﬂ’ans. but should rather

Andﬂ:ﬂe:snnmhlheEUcmdoeu-

icies routinely “Intesfere™ with this agnee-
ment, the EU conld, if it chooses, impose
Bconomic sanctions agamst Israel, or at
least remove the various economic priv-
ileges it cumently enjoys. Given that the
trade partner, tak-
ing 40 per cent of a1l lsraeli exponts, such
a move could have a noticeable impact

lequog JuﬂuS‘ qpod

choreogra
left those who
thought they
knew it all
gasping for
breath.

(sce p.12)

. Unlike the US (which treats Isracl and
Terdiories 25 a single “uni-- -+ -~ *

tary” economy), the EU has separate
wnhlsﬁelandthe

vine Khalil

The countdown has started
for the first Egyptian sateliite
to be sent into space.
Rehab Saad reports

The Ministry of Health, Bassiounj
added, has rented a TV chaonel 10
broadeast health shows as well as pro-
grammes for training doctors. Cairo
University has rented a chanoel for
pniversity programmes. while three
more channels bave been allocated to
other universities and higher institutes.

One plus for Nilesat is that jts trans-
missions can be picked up by relatively
small dishes, ranging in diameter from
50 o 75 centimetres, that can be in-
stalied on a balcony, not necessarily on
a roof.

Another advamage is that Nilesat is
devoted exclusively lo lll;!l}lu-medm
broadcasting services, daia information
and interaction. “Businessmen will be
able 1o acquire data or get 10 the Inler-
pet by way of electronic communica-
tion cards, which is of grea value to
them.” said Salah Hamza, head of
Nilesat’s engineering department.

The press also stands to benefit. “We
are negotiating with Al-Ahram and Al-
Akhbar newspapers 1o transmil pages
from their printmg presses in Egypt o
their offices ip other Arab countries,”
Bassiouni said.

In additon to the station at
Sixth of October City, a back-up sta-
ton is located at Al-Hammam, near
Marsa Matrouh. A reserve sateliite has
2lso been budlt should problems arise
during the launch of the original

The idea of lannching 2n Egyptian
sateltte dates back to 1.hc 19705 when
it became clear that the use of satelliies
was spreading worldwide. To prepare
itself, the government reserved an or-
bital path 1 1977. Io November 1895,
a contrart was signed between ERTU
and the Matra Marconi Space Com-
pany, which built Nilesar. The Ariane
Company wes chosen to launch Nile-
5aL, using an Ariane~+ rocken

Milesat was established in July 1996.
Work followed on the ground stations,
and channels

Cairo consultations

FRESH from tolks with King Fahd in Saudi Arabia. Pal- London, Moussa said.
estinian leader Yasser Arafa stopped over in Cairo yesterday
for consultations with President Hosni Mubarak on the con- on whether an “vndersianding™ could be reached on the Amer-
tincing stalemale in Middle East peace-making. reports Ne-  ican ideas.

Hepomtedoutthauhcsuccssoflhelpndontalksdepends

Mubarak and Arafat that the Egyptian-Palestinian

Ancther visitor to Cairo next Toesday will be Israelj Prime  consultations would continue following Ross's toar of the re-
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, whose hardline policizs forced gion, Moussa added.
the peace process to grind to a halt

ion Minister Amr Mouvssa, wha was present at the Mu-  the problem lies with the Israeli government” Moussa as-

barak-Arafar meeting, told reponiers the two leaders discussed  sented.
the siwzation along the Palestinian-Israeli track of negotiations.
Also under discussion were the idens carried by Anlerican en-  cus on “what is happening in the peace process and the grave
voy Dennis Ross, who is retuming 1o the region tomomow. possibility of its collapse, if the present situation continues.
and the separate meetings between Arafat \'emn\ ahy and US  This is an anempt w salvage the peace process by restoring it
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. planned for 4 May in o the correct fmmework, and Dot at aay price.”

“The Palestinians are wilfing to accept the US initiative, but

As for Netanyahun's talks in Cairo, Moussa said they will fo-
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pravides all the financing required for all
projects and all other banking services
= Cuirent and investment accounts in local and forsign
currency
» External banking services through a correspondents network
worldwide
» Sale and purchase of stocks
» Renting safes in alt branches
= Automatic taller machine services, 24 hours dally, also in
holidays:
Deposit and withdraw of cash - Deposit of cheques
Transference of balanee and bank boaks

* Acting as an agent on behalf of cl!ents

» Establishing companies and receiving subscriptions
« Forming owners bodies in housing projects

= Following up implementation of projects and financial
supervision

* Marketing of property

= Holding exhibitions locally and abruad
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Baghdad seeks Cairo’s good ofﬂCes

The Iraqi foreign minister stopped over in Cairo last waekend to convey a verbal message from Saddam Husseln to_
President Mubarak. Dina Ezzat assesses the implications of the visit

It was at very short notice thar Iragi Foreign Min-
:stu-MohnmedSmdlSahhafwsnedemlst
Saturday for talks with no less a figure than Pres-
ident Hosm Mubarak on the scope of what is
feared may be another crisis-in-the-making be-
tween B and UNSCOM — the committee

f dis of
mchargem.o mantling Iraq’s weapons of mass

“It was a preity. sudden visit, but the President
to receive him.™ a diplomatic source said.

The Iragi official found Cairo’s positon un-

changed. He was informed that should

spare no effort in complying with UN Security

Council resolutions. In the meantime, Cairo will

contipee o anderiine the need o ease the suf-

ment in bilateral relations be possible
nﬂ; boica s nngln possi deq:m
at the ime of the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.
Aﬁ;hhﬁf.owboalsomﬂmthwmiﬁ-
ussa.complamedaboutareport
mitted by Richard Builer, the chief in-
spector, to the UN Security Council. The UN re-

pnsonu-sot’war,whxchhesbehmdlheKuwmn
veto on Iraq’s re-integration into the Arsb wodd.

" “Within the context of Arab relations, there is po

concept of a veto,” Sabhaf responded. *“Rather, we
meats of the [Arab world's] supreme interests. We
hope that there is no Arab state that would oppose
urwod:againstﬂ:clifﬁngofsamﬁomimposedon

an[Atab]people..”-
The impression in circles is that the lat-
estdlspmcbetween andUNSCOMmmEl:dy

'mstamctolmqhosmdbanmm,Monssasaiddm

was nol invited and understands that most
of the invited Arab countries would not antend..

ferings of the Iraqi people and oppose the use of

force against
The s

ttll::“msm February. Sources
hanced Iraq’

between Mubarak and Sabhaf was

suggest
impoctant for Sabhaf because it en-
s cfforis to break out of its isolation in
the Arab world. It also meant that a slight improve-

that
dad and the

“The Iraqgis want

bhmswnldu‘nptatanyumebetwemBagh-

inspectors.
Egypt's support,” a source
said. “They want Egypt to use jts good relations

Moussa said.

cellency, brother Anwr.®
“We talked about certain
relations and about the situation in the region,”

Sahitaf was asked whether Iraq was prepared to
take action to solve the problem of the Kawaiti

ts of inter-Arab

Sebhaf explicitly criticised the conference as an
attempt to interfere in fraq’ :
Sahhaf later departed for New York to

s internal affairs. .
ain

his covniry’s viewpoint to the Security

described Butler's report as “fifl of inaccurate and
baseless allegations that fraq conld easy refute.”

Withdrawal: conditional or Un'cohditi'o-h_a_l'?_

Lebanon’s prime minister consuited with President Mubarak on Israel’s offer of a conditional withdrawal from southem Lebanon

Presidens Hosni Mubarak met with
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Al
Hariri on Tuesday for consultations oo
Israel’s belated acceptance of a 20-
year-old UN Security Couancil resolo-
tion calling for its unconditional with-
drawal from southern Lebanon. Israel
has attached strings to the imple-
mentation of Resolution 425, ms:sung
that security arrangements should be
worked out first. .

Following the talks with Mubarak,
Al-Hariri said Lebanon had the right to
reject the Israeli conditions “because
ﬂnyhnnnomsoveltlgmyandnghls
What Lebanon is prepared to accept, be
added, is “the unconditional pullout of
Israeli troops from Lebanon.™

Both Egypt and Syria back the Leb-
anese position.

Al-Hariri urged Egypt and the United
States 10 help push forward the Middle
East peace process because, be said,
this would “greatly benefit the Isracli,
Syrian and Lebanese peoples.” He
blamed Isracl for the current stalemate
bul:. on a more optimistic note, said

there “could be a chance now for us all
m;ﬂmmtlf::m&gﬂaﬂng table and
pick up again from where we stopped.”

During a visit to Cairo last Sunday,

US Defence Secretary William Cohen
urged both Lebanon and Syria to react
poauvelyto the Israeli proposal Re-
to this, Al-Hann said: “We
informed the American side that Leb-
anon supports part of the Israeli pro-
posal” — alluding to the unconditional
implementation of Resolution 425, Al-
Hariri added that Lebanon “asked the
US to assist iz achieving this.”
Al-Hariri is expected to visit Mo-
rocce, Britain, France, Russis and Chi-
na to mally support for £ebanon’s posi-

ton.
According to diplomatic sources in
Cairo, Egypt shares Lebanese and Syr-

“This campaign is not about 425 be-
cause 425 is about unconditional with-
drawal; 426 spells out the details of
how 425 should be implemented. So
there is no need to discuss imple-
mentation,” an Egyptian diplomatic
souree said.

This is also the Sydan position. “The
Lebanon case is one thing which Egypt
is always keen to coordinate with Syr-
ia,” the source added.

Al-Hariri's tour appears 1o be part of

a Lebanese-Syrian counter-campaign to
explain the reasons why Befrut is sus-
picious of the Isracli offer. Egypt is cex-
tainly in a position to help. )
“It shouvid pot be ighored that Egypt
has diplomatic relations with Israel and
that Egypt talks with Israel about the fo-
ns:eiof the peace process,” a source
Moreover, Egypt has an open channel
with Washington, which has been put-
ting pressure on Lebanon and Syria to
consider the Israeli offer. .
Sources suggest that there are already

some sort of “informal-contacts™ be—--

tween Lebanon and Israel about the na-
ture of the security amangements Tel
Aviv is expecting. Parallel to this, it is
said, the Lebanese government is bold-
ing talks with leaders of the Hizbullsh
resistance  movement abont whether
they are ready to accept a certain “code
of conduct” in retwmn for a full Israeli
mthdmwal.

including

or Egyptian officials,
ForelgnMimsterAmrMonssa,havem-
peatedly stated the official Egyptian
line. “If the Israelis want to withdraw,
let them withdraw,"” Moassa said. “But
given the stalemate on the Palestinian-
Israeli track that hes resulted from Is-

rac] shirking its commitments, the Leb-
ancse would be justifiably very- ap-
ive about en into talks

that could well lead to nothing.™
Monussa affimed that Egypt’s posi-
tion on the matter is based on continu-
ouns consultations with the Lebanese
and Syrian govermments. “Lebancn
knows what is for its own people
and Egypt the Lebanese
stance,” Moussa said He added that
Lebanese officials believe that the Is-

raehoft'ens“notfa:thfultoﬂ;eleﬂerof.

Resolutions 425 and 426." .

--At & Jechse-at Catro University late
on Tuesday, Al-Hariri told his andience
Mlsbanonwﬂ]notmgnamﬂmal

peace agreement with Israe] on its own.

“We suppoit comprehensive peace.
unilateral

Lebanon will never sign a

with Israel. This is .

peace agreement
Mgwh:chwxﬂnothappen.md
which we do not accept,™ he said.
AI-Hannadded,"Wehaveaﬂseen

would not allow itself to be put ander
Ieraeli

strong pressure.
. Al-Hmua]sopomﬁedoMLebanons

rejection of Isrzel’s condition de-

manding the imegration of its allied mi-
litia, the South Lebanon Army, SLA,

"into the official Lebapese army. “The
SLA are agents of the Israeli army who .
.are working closely with it in the oc--

cupied area. How can Lebanon accept
those people and give them positions
and aliow them to be part of Lebanon’s
army?" be asked.

Al-Harini confirmed that Beirut will

not disarm the Hizbullah resistance in
south Lebanon as long as Isracl con-
_tmuestooecupytheoountrysso-caﬂcd
“security zope.? He also denied that-
- Lebanon was condocting any secret nes
gotiations with Isrzel. “Why shounld we. .

enver secret with Israel?

negotiations
We have nothing to hide, and we are.

ready to live in peace with Israsl,” be
said.

. The Lebanese premier said that peace
with Isracl was an Arab, not just a Leb-
apese, Palesuman.]mdammorSynm
concern. He emphasised the brotherdy

and strong relations between his coon-
try and Syria, saying that the two comn- -
tdes had an agrecment that peither -

would enter unileteral peace nego-
ffations with Israel. .

Reported by Dina Exzat, Nevine

Khalll and Maye Ostowan!

KFC in the contest over social justice

Rival factions are battiing for control of the Soclal Justice Parly, and particularly its weekly newspaper, trading accusations of
bribery, forgery and fried chicken. Fatemah Farag steps into the dispute

Not many people have heard of the three-year-old Social Justice
P?nlgeyents %“AIIII-WMMM‘ —hasshecomeone
o most widely-read weekly in EgypL
tures of scantily-clad women ::rm hudlpemms like ‘memkapem:-f
Veiled Women in London.” Al-Watan Al-Arabi managed to increase
its circulation from 20,000 te 120,000 in a single year.

But all that may be coming to an end. Dissenters, claiming that
sensationalism has given Social Justice a bad name, recently pro-
claimed a takeover of the party. In the wake of this move, a new ed-
itorial board issued a conspicuously serious version of Al-Waran Al-
Arabi that went out of its way to appease businessmen criticised by
the old editors early in the week. Meanwhile the ousted [eadership is
disputing the alleged takeover and has published its version of the
paper on time — headlines and content as racy as ever.

Sa, can the heated and convoluted events of the past week be ex-
plained as a tag-of-wor between sensationalists and advocates of se-
rious jonrmalism? Is it due to conflicting business interests? Or are
other forces at play?

Events took a decisive turn when the dissenters, headed by Abdel-
Rashid Abmed, held what they claimed was a legal general as-
sembly on 16 April. The gathering decided to remove party chair-
man Mohamed Abdel-Aal from all party positions, elect Ahmed as
the new head and take over all offices and assets. More
than 400 party members signed a petition to this effect.

*"Documents which prove Abdel-Anl s many malpractices — fi-
nancial and other — were handed to the Committee of Politicel Par-
ties at the Shura Council as well as to the Prosecutor™s Office. Fur-
ther, we have notifizd banks oot to deal with him and asked the
Prosecutor's office to force bim to give up conirol of the various

Police officer taken into custody

fmgers

The name of the small Nile Delta town of Bil-

party offices,” explained Ahmex.
lntheurdd’mse.Abdel—Aalandahandﬁﬂof members held 2
news conference on 19 April at which they clatmed that the 16 Apxil
meeting was fllegal and did net represent the party membership.
“The fmrst time we heard about the meeting was from the news-
papc:sﬂ:cfollowmgday. Azza Kamel, a party
s wife, wld Al-Ahram Weekly. “I then called the Kemet Hotel
meeting was held and found out thal it was a complete
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signed stalements by hotel staff along with Abdel-Rashid Ahmed’s
hand-wnuenmgnanonﬂumthepmy

“Thesc arc all lies and forgeres,” scoffed Akmed, who is claiming
victory. "Om'gcncmlmcmblywasanupnsng against corruption.
Members were becoming ashamed of the party which had tnmed its
newspapamtonsenmonalmrag.mchngemyoneandmahng

were pointed at police

layedafoldﬂ'ﬁ]ledwxﬂ:.

work,hadbnmmchargeofthc investgation.

that the general assembly
wauldnkephceasschednledmﬂmAp:H.Abdd-Aﬂdmd
that businessien who were targeted by the newspaper were behind
ﬂ:eamymremovehmﬁommeputy He also
accuses a opposition party member of manoeuvering to

take over 3
Aal does not have the bést of records. A stout de-
ii;nderofﬂnnow—mpmledlaw% which curtailed press freedoms,
was expelled two years 2go from the Press Syndicate. Althongh
he obtained a court order in his favour, prominent syndicate mem-
bmdmmAbdel—Aalmboﬂ:emdmmfonnd:eSyndlmefor-

FurrhcrﬂuelsmemeofMohamch-GhaEm.whowoﬂ:sfor
the newspaper and was arrested while accepting a LE50,000 bribe
Emm businessman mmchmgeforendmgacmm!cgfmgn

Although Abdel-

domthﬂlebribe,ﬂ-Ghalbanandoﬂusdum
TthomnuueefarPolmulPameslnsyettomndmmme
dispute, and the outcome of the whole affair is still unclear. How-

ever, the events fo dait may shed light on some of the murkier
depﬂlsofthe“yenowpteesqmgmue. .

E

investigations continue in Bilgas, as the public
prosecutor moves to head off further protests

_dnverandothuofﬁmalsatdnpohcesmnon-

qas has been in the news since the beginning
of April when a young man died, allegedly as
a result of police torture, triggering two days
of anti-government riots, writes Fatemah Fa-

. Accusing

. Thab Shabana, who interrogated Wahid
El-Sayed Abdallah in connection with a theft
committed by his step-brother. Following the
interrogation, a police vehicle brought Ab-
dallah’s body aod dumped it out-
side his home. The riots followed.

VACANCIES

has job openings for:
= Administrative Assistant
* Pre-school Teacher
Please call 3472858 weekdays

CL.ASS ADS
Cairo International Kindergarten

On 19 April prosecution author-
ities ordcrc? Sl;_al:ua:::il to be hald
in or four days
mc;ﬂodymm into yA.l:clall:“ml(al:hfl‘8
death. Four detectives were also
taken into custody.

Until then, the Interior Ministry,
which had
Shabana 10

suspended from

. L-_ — -

viously ordered

's order changes the stamug of
themmupuon&umanadmmsm\mton
criminal investigation.

But Gamal Barakat, a lawyer for the Egyp-
tian for Human Rights who has
been monitoring the sitogrion, cautioned thar
t.heorder “js not a drastic move. It is routine
take i loalstodyforfourdnysmyunewho
nnder investigation. This may later
extended.Wheﬂmrtbjsmllrﬁu]tmcon-
crete action against the officer is still- oot
clear.”
Shabanacla.tmedhewa:nn:umpouoesm-

tion when Abdallah was brought in for ques-
uonmg.Hawem,hewasconmdmdbyh:s

as well as by Reda Thrahim El-Safga — a det-
ainee who claims to have wimessed Abdaflah’s
torture. “He [Shabsna] says he was out
on a job in Gamassa, which is true,” explained
Barakat, “bat he got back to.the station cadly

and did not sign his name in the book, which is

why he ¢an claim he was not there.”

The injtial written by the Bilgas
ecutor did not £ any cleax sigos of tor-
tare. However, the coroner”s repost pointed 1o
“criminal™ reasons for Abdallah’s death. Law-

yers who have kad access to the report .told Al-
Ahram Weekly the coroper-reached the conclu- . .
smnthﬂAbdalhhsduﬂ:wasamultofdam—_

agetotheteemlesmﬂelecmcum

23 - 29 April 1998

Leftist MP
snipes at
culture minister
Farouk Hosni defended the Gul-
ture Ministry’s policies in partia-

‘ment last week against allega-
tions of coruption and wrong-

doing made by a leftist deputy.

-Gamal Essam ElDIn followed

the debate

B-BanrghﬂLalefustmcmberoftthw
ple’s Assembly, took Cultare Minister Farouk
Hosni to task lagt week for what he called the
“unprecedented number of cases of corrup-
tion, deviation and shady prectice™ in the min-
istry. Responding to Farghali’s interpellation
[aquesuouposedmpmhamtma:mnstbe
answered], Hosni said the accusations were
unfounded and could easily be refuted by doc-
‘mments in his. ion.
Most of Farghali’s accusations focused on
antiquifies. He charged that artifacts were be-
ing smuggled out of the country and that some
anciefit mopuments were cither in a state of
disrepair or restoration wes entrusted to com-
panies that lack the necessary expertise.
“Can yoa believe that a French restoration
tearn has systematically phmdered the Temple
ofKamak:ﬁotdnpastSS years?" Farghali
asked. “The minister knows of this and has
never done anything to stop it” Farghali
claimed that artifacts had been detached using
electrical saws and smugpled ont of the coon-
try to be sold in Furope. As a result, he said,
several countries have been able to establish
special musenms for pharaonic antiquities.
“Doyouhnowﬂmadvmmntsfort?:sale
of Egyptian antiquities now appear in foreign
nel:::ghahdmged gty p
der for the restoration of the Hanging Church
Ghonry caporience. He. aigy accused the -
essary experience. min-
ister of neglecting other Chiristian and Islamic
momnnnn!s,evenﬂmughﬂ:e needed urgent
repairs. “Tr was President Mubarak who took
the mitiative last month, forcing the minister
to take _action to save the antiquities of Fa-
timid Cairo,” Farghali said.
Farghali claimed that Hosni violated state
law by awarding contracts that would allow
foreign, mot national, companies to insure
Egypnanexhibmonsabmad."As‘amllt,the
ministry faced difficulties in
surance costs from US, AnshalunandCa—
nadizn companies,” Fa:gha.h said. He also
charged that warchouses in which some an-
uquesareswredare"mastatcofdmy,
making tbemanmytargetforthcﬂ
plunder.” . who ¢
Fargha]gaocuscdl-[omn, :sapaurrero
renown, of profileering from his post and
“gelling Egypt to France in retamn for a corner
in the Louvre™ — an ailusion o an exhibition
Mo was previowsly ienused of whonns
osni  was ous
public opposition to holding cultnral celebra-
tions marking 200 years since Napoleon Bon-
aparte first arrived I Egypt. “For us, that was
anmvas’u;n;iﬂmtshmﬂdnotbecelebmnd,
Hosni said Farghali’s accngations were in-
oohemt.nnfoctlndeda]::smnﬁc.“lﬂ:mk
you because culture become a
theme on the assembly’s agenda,” Hosmmm:lm?
“However, whoever
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As William Cohen pledged
continued US military aid
to Egypt, Egyptian and
American naval forces
staged a joint exerc!se ln
the Red Sea. : -
Galal Nassar, in Safaga,
and Nevine Khalil in
Cairo, report

US Defence Secretary William
henmctwnh?rmxdentl—losmﬁ:
bmkonSnndayandsudtheUnmd
States wouold continue to provide
grants and military equipment 1o help
Egypt modemise its armed forces.
Coben’s visit coincided witk the
startedogathes
nam e Salute, which Egyptan
andAme:ﬂann:vnlfomssmgedm
the Red Sea, in a theatre of opera-
tons 120 nautical miles long and 60
pautical miles wide, off the Safaga
coast. mchmaxofthewa:gmna
Wwas an “epcounter excrcise” by twa
EgypuanandAmmcanﬁ:gates,mth
the Janer simolating an atfack
an Epyption naval bage that is re-
pulsed by the former. Egyptian F-16
Jetfighters and Beacheraft helicopiers
and American SH-60 helicopters also
ook part.
Cohen,emergngfmmthemeeung
with Mubarak, said, “The United
States will continne to supporl
Egyptspmgrammetomodmmse:fs
military_ Thlsymrwearcgomgto
provide 351.3 billion in grants,-and
ourtmopsaregomgtoconunneto
As part o e American aid, E
will receive 50 Avenger m&%
launch vehicles with Stinger missiles,
o fripates. torpedoes, barpoon anti-
ship missiles and tank recovery ve-
hicles, Cohen said.
TheEagleSalutemaﬁsehasbeen

staged annually since 1991. It began
Saiprday when Egypt's’

at noon om
Chinese-made frigate Al-Zafer sailed
from the Safaga naval base, followed
by the USS Sammel B. Robemns, a
perry class guided missile frigate.

Siaging “commmnications checks,”-

d:etwofngatesusedﬂags lights, ra-
dio signals and underwater vibrations
to standandise a “language of under-
standing” — a skill the two sides

exercise, code- -

mmm&mahmmmmmmm-mmmum

A ‘close encounter’ in Red Sea waters

‘muost aequnebefom embarhng on a
Jomtqpemnonm:besmnezheamaf

This fotiowed by “night
was 0! a -
plenishment at sea™ - exercise, i

subnunne exercise was staged. An
Ametican SH-60 belicopter dropped

into the waler a submarine simulator, -

160cm fong and 30cm wide, whick
is mgmmmcd 10 move at sob-

mariae 10 knots

s per hour. and prodece the
same npoises of a sub-
marine. The Egyptian
fripate reacted by burling
which pcked up tbe o
W the noise
vibrations prgl:iuced by
the submurnine simulator
and relayed them back to
the fripate. The assump-
don is that che frigate
used depth charges to de-
siroy the submarnine.

The two irisates then
staged a search and rescue
exercise, followed by a

" which the two frigates came close to

each other and were only 100-120
yards apart. Ropes and
wires were Jaid down 10 link the two
vessels, which simmiaed an exchange
of messages and a refoelling-at-sea
training. According to military sourc-
es, this type of exercise is important
because. in certain sitmations, ships,
need to be supplied at sea with fuel,
Crev.'mmf?;g:utlgen:ﬁgpmnﬁl
en igate
then boarded the American vessel to
simnlate a “visit, board, search seizure

" exercise.™ The scenario is that a for-

cign vessel is camying an illegal car-
2o, such as parcotics, inside territorial
waters. It must be stopped and
searched and the illegal cargo seized.

. Fonor sacks of comn represented the *il-

legal” cargo aboard the American fiig-
are. Three of them were seized in 2
record time by the Egyptian crewmen.
Op Sunday morning, an anti-

surfoce and air gunmery
exercise.

The climax of the war games came
Muonday morning when the two frig-
ates were locked in an “encounter
exercise.” The American frigate,
backed by SH-60 helicopters, staged
a mock amack against an EgypGan
paval base in an anempt to occupy
iL. The mock attack was re;

by
the Efyptian frigate and F-16 jer-

- fighters.

- Before the exercise began, Com-
mander Christopher M. Wode, cap-
tain of the USS Samuel B. Robens,
toid Al-Afram Weekly that he was
happylolakcpanmﬂ::_;om:ex—
ercise with the Egyptian naval forces
because they bave pood combat ex-
perience. Noting that the important
sections of the exercise were being
staged at night, Wode said the train-
ing is bound to bé difficult but vseful.
He said his ship is equipped with
modern weaponry. incloding the

MK]}3 dual purpose puided missile

lanncher, which fires both the har-
poon surface-lo-surface and SM-1
surface-to-air missiles. It is also

- equipped with MK 75 and 76 punms,

thar fire 80 rounds per minute and
Volcan Phalanx Close-In Weapons
systems that fire 3,000 rounds per
e friga ide
] te’s mission is 1o provi
air, submarine and surface prup'ru.‘::non
for carrier bhattle groups. underway
teplenishment  forces, nmphthmus
groops and convoys. Her unique
combination of modern sensom and
advanced w systems allow the
ship to fight and survive in the hishly
complex threm environmen: of the
199" and beyond, Wode said.

The frigate’s combat svsiims ca-
pabifiry allows it to evaluate threars
rapidly, conduct rapid appropriate
weapons scleclion and near in-
slantaneous response 1o my postula-
ed anack The sysiems aboard the
ship have been designed 1o meet
these demanding and dynamic pre-
requisites with minimum human in-
terference., be added.

Wode said the Unjied Staes has
provided Egyp with two frigates of

the sampe class. colled Muabamk and

Taba. A third, called Sharm El-
Skeikh, will arrive in May followed
by a fourth, called Tosbka. The only
difference between the Samuel B.

Robens and the frigates Egypt con-—

tracted to buy is the type of hel-
icopter on board. Egypi is getting for
its frigmies SH-25 helicopters, which
are less advanced than the SH-60 hel-
jcopters aboard the Samuel B. Rob-
erts.

Vice Admira] Hussein El-Hermeel,
commander of the Red Sea naval
base, told the Weekly that regular

joint exercises with US forces are

beneficial for the two sides and are
bound to improve thefr combat skills.

Arab Interfor and justice ministers met at the Arab League headguarters yesterday to sign their first anti-terrorism treaty. Mona
El-Nabhas reports on the. proceedlngs. and speaks to.Sudanese Interior Minisfer Maj. Gen. Abdel-Rehim Mchamed Hussein

Arab mlmsters coordlnate war on terrorism

extraordinary

a:thehendr

nnmedm!clyaﬂerthemmahn ceremony and will

tlm a distinction should be drawn between terror-
ism and extremism.

During an

qummof:hembl.eagueyestcrday Arab inter-
ior and justice ministexrs or their representatives
were scheduled to initial the first treaty promising
cooperation in the war agamst terrorism. Saudi
Arabian Interior Minister Prince Nayef bin Abdel-
Aziz acted as honourary chairman of the Council of
Arab Interior Ministers. 'I‘heex!nmdmarymwhng
washeadedbyﬂ:eQammmmmslﬂ'andﬁn
Algerian jostice minister. Egypfian Justice Minister
Farouk Seif El-Nasr, who heads the executive bu-

reau of the Council of Arab Justice Ministers, co- .

chaired the meeting. Alsomhngpmmtheconfer-
ence were Amb League Secretary-General Esmat
Abdel-Meguid and Abmed bin Mohamed Al
Salem.secrefarygenemlof&:eCouncdofAann—
terior Ministers. The Egyptian delegation was
ey to ctnnba:m;"lE'I'MIl which
The Arab Treaty for errorism,
Tays down guidelines for security coordination be-
tween Arab commtries, was approved in principle by
the Conncil of Arab Interior Mibisters in Tunis last.
Janvary. It was decided then that the signing should
be delayed until April because the treaty has cestain
_]udxcxal aspects that need the approval of justice

'I'hedelaypmwdedanoppommrtymsmdyques-
tions and concems expressed by some countrics

during the Tunis meeting. As a result, a joint com- .

nntteerepmsenhngbothﬂ:emzmormdjusuoe

ministers® councilsmethauooanMnrd:w .

put the treary in its final form.
At a meeting with lasi Saturday, Intenur
Minister El-Adli described. the treaty &S an “um-
achievement in the field of combating

'bebmdmgonallAmbcounmes.El-Adhsud.
- The 4l-aricle meaty is split into four parts cov-
.eding- all aspects of security and judicial coop-

eration for stamping out terrorism.

The treaty commits Arab countries to the war
against ferrorist crimes, Towards this end, they are
required io . tighten coptrol on their borders to
thwart any atiempt dt smuggling weapons and ex-
plosives or the infilration of terrorists. Signalorics
are obligated not to s terrorist acts and 10 re-
ﬁmnﬁnmme:mg.uammgorproudmgmms:s
with weapons.

dicial procedurs. spections, investigations, the
exchangc of legal exhibits and the protection of wit-

EZIwaasgnoledassayun !hemrylsmlme
mthﬂ:emmplesofmmanmal[nw ‘the UN
Charter and all imemational conventions on fight-
mgtmomm.

On the fringe of the extraordinary meeting. El-
Adli held talks with several Arab ioterior mim-
isters on means of enhancing ¢

Al-Salem, scccetawgenera] of the Council of
Arab Interior Ministers, said, in an interview with

E
E.
E.
5
I
%

Al-Salem asserted that there is no evidence or
proof that any Arab coumtry was involved in ex-
porting terrodsm to another Arab country. “Why
do we only mention Arab terrorism? he asked.
“Why not mention those Westem countriez, such
as Britain and the United States. which provide ter-
rorists with shelter in the name of buman rights
and freedom? The whole world should cooperate
becanse we are all involved™

Al-Salemsaidtheu'mtyfocuseson the use of
‘Western counwies by terrorists for fund-raising. re-
croiiment, propagandz and weapons procurcment
asapnmarythtmmﬁ.mhmmty “Now that the
accord has become reality, it is time to move
strongly and Grmly to persnade those [Westem]
governments to combat terrorisrn. Certainly. they
are gding to suffer and term into victims as we are
now.”

Asked abomt the US categorising some Arsb
countries as sponsors of terrorism, Al-Salem re-
: *“The Arab states reject terrorism in all its
forms and regardless of its source. We know that
there is a significant difference between their def-
inition of terrorism’ and ours — and this a scrioos
obstacle in the way of holding an international con-
ferexce on fighting terrorism.™
Al-Salem pointed out that the treary draws a dis-
tincdon between terrorism and “the people's right
to fight foreign occupation and aggression in order
to achieve their right 10 self~determination and in-
ence.”
“What the US considers 1o be terrorism we re-

gardasheroicacﬁonthmshorﬂdbemmotcdand
1ed.” he said

Obituary

Abdel-Ghani Abul-Enein:
brush, paper and pencil

The death of a landmark journalist and artist leaves both pro-
fessions a litle poorer. Hani Mustafa remembers

Those who knew Abdel-Ghani Abul-Enein
will immediatelv recall ibe contemplauon
and wanquillity connected with the man. He
was 2 very caim and serene person. who lis-
tencd much, bat spoke only when nec-
essary. However, if ey near him
could engage him in a dialogue. he would
enjoy the liveliest and most intelligen: con-
versations, and sometimes the most ironic.
He was a charismatic and charming person.
For a younger man to becorne close 10 him,
would be to feel as a son.

His jonmalistic debut followed his grad-
nation in 1950. He came top of his class in
the interior decorating section of the School
of Fine Arts — now part of Helwan Uni-
versity. He siarted working for Rose El-
Youssef magazine as a copy edilor, at a lime
when the post of layout editor was on-
known. His job was mnitiafly to review the
compiled material, then summarise it Page
layomt was the ibility of the print
press wehnictan, But with Abul-Enein's 2p-
pomuncn:. the post of layout editor was

created — a post be made his own thanks to
his aesthetic creativity.

When Faima EI-Youssef decided to pub-
lish a new periodical catering to the needs of
the youmger generaton, she entrusted Abul-
Enem with the role of artistic editor, making,
his dear friend. the late Ahmed Bahaaeddin.
chief editor. That magazine, Saboh El-
Kheir, became a kind of mdependent school
which combined the practice of ant and the
trade of joumalismn. For a number of arisis
and illustrators the periodical szrved as a
launching pad for their work, while they
learned the art of visual editing at the hands
of Abul-Enein, and from the [ate journalisg
Hassan Fouad. The pertod was a melting pot
for Egyptian journalism. its works em-
bellished by great anisis such as Jahin, Bah-
-gory, chazx and Bahgat Osman. Sebah El-
Kheir was not the only paper for which
Abul-Enein designed the basic layout for-
mula: he was also respousible for the design
of the monthly A/-Ghad magazine, which he
had established jointdy with Hassan Fouad,
and for Al-Ahali newspaper in its early days.

One of the most brilliant sections of Sa-
bak El-Kheir magazine was entitled, “Half
Your Life at Home™. Edited and illusmated
by Abul-Enein, it aimed 1o help young peo-
plc by explaining how to manufaciure beau-
tiful small fzems of fornjure. From the mo-
ment the visitor set foot in Abul-Encin’s
home, he or she realised that it has been for-
nished by the amist himself, with the help of
his wife, journalist Re*aya El-Nimr. All the
pieces were hand-made to his own designs.

Abul-Enein was an anist of the encylopaedic
type. He was infatuated with folk an. especially
waditional garmears and archiwcture. Most of
his paintings conwmin such elements in abun-
dance. In the early 1960s came perhaps the
most demanding and difficult challenge he ever
had fo face, when he was nominated head of
the Folklore Arts Centre. He had to choose be-
tween journalism and the Rose El-Youssef fam-
ily and the art which was closest to his heart.

Art won. Henceforth he was able 1o travel all
over Egypt, colleciing vemnacular artifacts, One
of his most imporuant 1ips was made in the
company of the renowned architect Hassam Fa-
thy — 10 record the appearance of the Nubian
village houses before they were submerged by
the construction of the High Dam. He returned
with projection drawings of 18 homes in vari-
ous areas — from Damas to Adendan near
Wady Ha]fa. Later, afier the Nationa! Troupe
for Folkloric Arts had been formed. it was
Abul-Enein who designed their wardrobe.

He also made several important contributions
1o the theatre. He was the first native-born set
designer 1o work in the Epyptian theatre at a
time when foreigners, espectally Italians, mon-

opolised the field. In 1957 be designed the set
for the first production of Lotfy El-Kholi's
Oahwat Al-Molook (Kings® Cafe). He followed
this with sets for No'man Ashour’s Sima Awan-
{a (Hoax Cinemaj and in 1964, he worked on
the musical show, Wedad E]-Ghaziva (Wedad
the Dancer) for the Musical Show Troupe. His
invalvement in the cinema was Limiled. how-
ever. 1o designing the wardrobe for the film Al-
Qadesseya, directed by the late Salah Abu Seif.
Abul-Enein once said that he had always
hoped to find just one newspaper or periodical
that he could live without, He was in thrall 10
newspapers; however small their distribution,
they remained close 1o his heart. Ofien I would
wspaper veador who

would respond by handing him a huge bundle
containing numerous publications, To the last
he kept abreast of all journalistic activities.
news and events. During the crisis provoked by
the notorious Press Law 93, he used 10 ask me
ing that took place in

see him pointing to a ne

o recount 1o him everythin

the Syndicaie that day, showing all the fond-

ness and enthusiasm of a young reporter.

Abdel-Ghany Abul-Enein was stll actively
involved in both jounalism and artistic work
uniil less than a year ago, when he was di-
agmosed as having cancer of the lymph glands,
and had to undergo chemotherapy in Cairo and
Paris. He would not have been able to endore
the greal pain of those last few months had it
not becn for the love of his friends. with whom
he continued to debate in the same calm and

irontic manner as before. But his condition was

terrorism woridwide™. Thehmtyﬁﬂtakeeﬁu:t

by
mnmrehmd‘o!shmmany way.” He also said

Egypt and Sudan inch closer

What is your assessment
of the Arsb Treaty for
Combating Terrorism and
what are the means of
teeing fis effective
implementation?
In Sudan, we view the trea-
ty as a very good siep lo-
wards achieving coopcntlun
in fighting terrorism in the
Arab wordd. We have full
support for the treaty and

are keen on implementing it,

every word of it.

The weary is a _com-
prehensive one, covering all
aspects related 10 terrosism.

This formula was agreed by .

all Arab cowniries, 50 we
expect that all Amb coun-

tries will abide by the pro- .

visions of the wreaty.

Most of mneff Araf?m;?;'
tries which suifer -
roris became convinced
that such ¢ phenomenon

needs a decisive -
tion; otherwise. it will
threaten the secugity of Arab
cilizens and lead o tension

in inter-Arab relations. Con-

-sequenﬂy. they will
- erate sericusly in mﬁ

treety into reality. Ibel.leve
the treaty will serve to build
up confidence between Arab

.countries and restore [any]

relptions fthat. may have

sonred]tonomaL
You had a meeﬁng
Mouday with Interior Min-

ister Habib El-Adli What

The talks dealt - with pro-
moting secerity cooperation
between the two -countries.
We discussed the possibility

‘of exchanging visits by. se-

from. the two

curity
countries and. of expanding
:heﬁcldofte‘chnicaltmin-

Theta!ksa!sodealtmth

ough suxly by the cop-
cemned authorities in Bgypt.

We bave not fixed a date
yet for signipg, but | am
surc this will be done as
soon as possible. The agree-
ment lays down guidelines
for combating crimes and
facilitates the regnlations of
iSsuing entry Visas between
the two countries.

Has  the

Egyptian-
Sudanese security file been- S
*Did Sudan provide Egypt

closed? Wouldn't this be a
step toward restering re-
lations to normal?
All the secrity issues
which previously caused
teasion in bilateral relations
are now being addressed by
Egyptian secarity suthorities
in cooperation with Su-
danese security. anthorities. |
am sure that they will reach
very good results and over-
come all security problems.
. Problems ‘between two
brotherly countries * like

Egypt and Sudan are minor
ones which can be solved
easily. Clear directives were
issned by the Egypiian and
Sudanesc presidenis 10 re-
move all the canses of ten-
sion berween the fwo coun-

tries.

1 think that reaching an
agreement between the two
interior ministries will pave
the way for strengthening re-
lations between Egypt and

udan.

with information about
the E i terrorists

of invoivement
in the failed atiempt on
President Mubarak’s [ife

“in Addis Abaha in 19952

Security authorities in Su-
dan are very cooOperative
and we are satisfied with
the efforts they made in this
connecton. Yer, it is better
ool ip {alk about this sub-
Jeel. -

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
I ——

An Egyptian delegation is
visiting Khartonm at
present to take possession
of the Egyphan property
which had been confiscat-
¢d earlier. What are the
results of the visit?
Very good steps have been
tzken towards restoring the
Egyptian property. As far as
I know. Egypl will take
back most of s property
and will be compensated for
any property that was lost,
damaged or destroyed.

There have beem reports
of an imminent visit by
President Omar Al-Bashir,
bot § never materialised.
What is the reason?

There arc certain  internal
circumstances  in Sudan
which delayed the visit.
Anywsy. we cxpecl that the
visit vﬁll take place very
soon. It will help pur an end
to all the issues between the
two countries and pave the
way for strong mufual re-
lenions,

No comer of the bouse was neglected. bw  growing progressively worse from day to day.

- all were fitted with fomiture in Amabic apd  He dicd. at the age of 69, in Paris on 15 Apnl.

classic European styles. His living space  With his death, Egypt has Jost one of the central
was also a permanent exhibition, the walls  figures of its journalistic life, the applied ans
hardly visible for the many exquisite pant- and the thentre — a man who enriched every-
ings that covered them from top to bozom. thing he touched.

Pgsition Announcement
REGIONAL PROGRAMME OFFICER
Intemational Development Research Centre (IDRC), Cairo
Small enterprises and employment

Candidate will be responsibla for the development, administration & evaluation of IDRC
supporied research projecis & networks in the araa of small, medium & micro enterpnse
1SMME) development & informal seclor employment. |
Qualifications:
— Ph.D. or aquivalent, in a relevant social scienca discipline with 5-10 years expenence;
— Woridng experience with SMMEs support programmes/services in devalaping cour-
tries;
— Warking experience in Middle Sast or North Alrica highly desirable;
— Préven expernience in gender-related aspects of SMME development:
— Fluency in English and Arabic; French highly dasirable;
— Willingress to trave! xtensively in the region and elsewhere;
— Ability to communicate effectively in a wide variety of cultural settings;
— Ability 10 work as a member a multi-disciplinary taam;
— Abjlity % provide specialised advice or professional quidance to extemal contracts; and
— Good analytical and writing skills, with a demonstrated peer review publication record
Oualified persons sheuld sand their applications {including CV and addresses of three re-
lerees) halora 15 May 1998 t0: The Reglonal Diractor

P.O. Box 14, Orman, Giza, EGYPT

Fax no. 202-338-7056
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A new
generation of
Palestinians
living in the
areas occupied
in 1948 are
fighting Israeli
land
confiscation. But
their resistance
involves more
than just

- throwing rocks
at soldiers.
Graham
Usher writes .
from Jerusalem [§ .

N As tension mounted throoghout Jervsalem and the West Bank on Palestinian Prisoners® Day, a youang Israeli soldler is confronted by an old man holding aloft the portrait of his son

Last weekend, a delegation of Palestinian leaders

In 1993, Tsmnel’s Land Authority issued demoli-  hili, with several bundred youths stayiog on to re-
from inside Israel visited Um Sahili -— a tiny Pal- tion orders for the houses on the grounds that build the demolished houses. What happened

police and border patrol ageinst Um Sahili and
Sbafa Amer”™. .

the worst confrontation be- 'Ihestikewasaolidlyobsmed.ﬁpecially

estinian village set amid the lush, rolling hills of
the lower Galilee. Led by Israeli Knesset member
(MK} Hashem Mohamed from the Democratic
Front for Peace and Equality (DFPE), the delega-
tion brought food and bedding to the village — a
gesture of solidarity for the 40 of the village™s 90
Palestinian residents who bave just been made
bomeless. The delegation was received in a
wooden wakehouse and served with bitter coffes,
but the mood between them and the villagers was
not funeral. On the contrary. it was trinmphant.

Um Sahili is defined by the Israeli authorities
as an "unrecognised™ village, one of 40 or so Pal-
estinian communities in the Galilee that enjoy
this dubious status. Since Israel officially does
not recognise the existence of such villages, it
feels no obligation to provide them with mu-
nicipal services or even with basic infrastructure
like water and eleciricity. Yet “recognised” ar
not. the Sawaad family bas lived in Um Sahili for
close on 40 years, with the last of its six stone
tonses built 23 years ago.

Um Sahili was boilt on “state land” required for
Adi — a Jewish settlement built ten years ago
that now encroaches Um Sahili in a pincer-like

- grip. When the Sawaad family appealed the or-

der in the courts, one judge upheld the de-
struction of three of the houses while another re-
Jected the order for the other three. Since then,
discussions have been held between Israel's
Northem District commissioner and the mayor of
Shafa Amer (a neighbouring Palestinian village),
Tbrahim Nimr Hussein, with the hope of saving
Um Sahili by anuexing it to the Shafa Amer mu-
ﬁ;%aﬁq.m:washowmmswod—unﬁlz

On that moming, three [sraeli bulldozers ar-
rived at the village and, withoot waming. razed
three of the houses. “T was at work at the fime,”
says Asad Sawaad, who owned and lived in one
of the houses. “I hurried home, but when 1 got
there I no Jonger had a home.” On 4 April , thou-
sands ‘of Palestinians from all over the Galilee
held a protest march from Shafa Amer to Um Sa-

then was
tween Israel aod its Palestinian population since
“Land Day" i 1976, when Isreeli police shot
dead six Palestinjan civilians also protesting the
confiscation of their land and .
According lo eyewitnesses, at around dusk that
night Israeli police encircled Um Sahili and then,
without provocation, “went on the rampage”,

lashing out at women and children and de- .

stroying all personal property in the village. In
response, Palestinians bamricaded themselves in
the bomes or fought back with stones and make-
shift Molotov cocktatls. “It was a virtual pogrom
by the Israelis.” commented one Palestinian from
Shafa. Amer. “and 2 mini-Intifada by the Pal-
estinians.” By dawn. 24 Palestinians and 20 po-
licemen had been injured and 18 Palestimians ar-
rested. In protest, the Supreme Arab itori

Committee (generally viewed as the most “repre-.

sentative™ Palestinian organisation in Israel)
called for a general strike thronghout the Arzb
sector on 7 April over “the brutal amack by the

among Palestinians in the Galilee, despite falling
on the eve of the Muslim feast of Eid Al-Adha.
The reason, according to Ibrahim Nimr Hussein,
was less the violence of the police than the issue
at the core of the conflict between Israel and the
Palestinians, be they living in Istael or in the Oc-
cupied Temitories. “The struggle is to defend the
Jand and resist the demolition of bouses,™ he =aid.
There is nothing new about this struggle in the
Galilee, where Isracl bas long pursued a policy of
“Judaisation™ —- dispersing Jewish sertlements
thronghout the arca while concentrating: Pal-
estinians ever more tightly ito their existing vil-
lages. What was new abowt Um Sahili was the
form of Palestinian resistagce, which involved
not only protest but a concerted effort to stay on
the land by rebuilding the demolished houses.
What caused the change?

“T think there are two "factors,” says Hashem
Mohamed. “We are aware that the fight is grow-
ing in strength in Israel, especially among the

- A Hashemite touch

A well-informed Jordanian source, who asked not to be
identified, told Al-Akram Weekly that King Hussein was eager
to play a role similar to the one be had in the Hebron accord
Two years ago whén he travelled to Gaza and Jerusalem 1o per-

Jordan this week was the focus of a flurcy of activities ranging
from the visit of British Prime Minister Tony Blair to secret
discussions in Amman between Jordapian army officials and
US Defence Secretary William Cohen. But the most sig-

nificant event was King Hussein's two-hour meedng with Is-  suade both sides to accept his proposals.

racli Prime Minisier Binyamin Netanyahu last week in Eilar,
five minutes by boat from the jordanian port of Aqaba.

ing was arranged by the new head of the Mossad,
to use his decades-
Iong friendship with the king to negotiate a deal following the at- Netanyahu meeting was meant to be kept
tempted assassination in Amman of Hamas leader Khalid Mis-
ha*al last September. The king had earlier asked for Halevy tobe  said that Netanyahu was “alerted™ to the conseq
appointed as the first accredited Isracli ambassador in Amman.

Coming

The meeting
Ephraim Halevy, who had earlier managed

clean

in Algeria

uoting Justice Ministry officials last Sunday.
Algeria’s local newspapers reported that the

authorities had arrested 120 policemen and

members of defence groups on charges of hu-
man rights abuses. The suspects, accused of killing,
abuse of power, theft and comuption, were being
held in Serkadji high security prison fa Algiers
awaiting wial. Morcover, the newspapers said the
ministry had recorded 10 cases of “extra-judicial ex-
ecutions™. seven of them carried out inside police
stations.

But Algeria’s worst “political and security scan-
dal™ as dubbed by the press, is not news tw many ob-
servers and human rights activists. Moustafa Bou-
chachi. a2 prominent Algerian lawyer, told Al-Akram
Weekiy that the authorities were aware of the viola-
tions committed by these groups a long ime ago and

- that many of them had been secredy tried carly last

veur. “You cannot eliminate violence [practised by
terrorist groups] by arming civilians becouse all you
get in the end is a larger circle of violence,” Bou-
chachi said. “On the other hand, kow can a politicaf
problem be solved by giving out machine guns to un-
le:llenployed people under the pretext of self-defence®”

The nilitias were formed following the outbreak of
violence in 1992 when the army cancelled pariia-
mentary clections the 1slamic Salvation Front (FIS)
was poised to win. At that time. state-run television
referred to members of the militias as herces, The
aim of arming civilians, officiuls said, "was to help
protect villages from attacks by the Armed Islamic
Group {GlA}, which the government blames for bre-
tal massacres of civilians over the past six yeass.

Selima Ghazali, former editor of La Narion news-
paper, recalis that militia members “appeared in vari-
ous TV shows and were portrayed as the protectors
of the people. It was easy for the press to contact and
interview \hem. Bwt gradually, as the violence es-
calated, there was no mention -of them anywhere,”
And when La Nation published 2 story oa them last
summer, highlighting the viojations commiited by
someoflhemﬂl:_issquaSW -1 dates

‘The <o { of arming civilians in Algeria
back o E:Ecu occupation, when the then umder-
ground National Liberation Front (FLN) lannched
the liberation war in 1954. The war's Mujahedeern.
or fighters, who succeeded in evicting the French af-
ter 130 years of occupation, remained Algeria’s sym-
bol of patriotism. Algeria was declared a re-

Algeria is finally
disclosing
information on
violations committed
by self-defence
militias backed and
armed by the
govemment. Amira
Howeidy reports

public in 1962. tens of thousands of Mujahedeen re-
ceived pensions for life from the govemment in rec-
agnition of their patriotic roles. “But the armed mi-
litias of the 1990s are not the Mujahedeen of the *50s
as the official media porirayed them,” Ghazali said.
“It was through adopiing this kind of discourse that
their formation a few years ago went mnchallenged,”
he added.

There are no official statistics on the exact number
of armed civilians, but most estimates pur the figure
at 200,000. According to the Algerian press, the
scandal involved members of the ruling National

Democratic Rally (RND). whose secretary-general is -~
v ori minister, Abtmed Ouyehia.

Algeria’s current prime .
The French-language Liberté said that the leading
figure in the recent asrests is the mayor of Relizane,

{240 kilometres southwest of Algiers) Hajj Forkan.

who heads. the province's self-defence group. Eye-
witnesses interviewed by the paper saxd that two
mass graves were discovered recently in Relizane.
They said one contained 17 bodies of civilians who
hod been killed and dumped in a well. Sixty-two un-
identified bodies were alse dug up in the same area,

Algeria is under pressure from international rights
mﬁchhaveurgedtheUNHmmRighls

ission to send investigators to probe what they
say are widespread abuses in the country. Various re-
ports issued by huan rights groups pointed to state
complicity in the massacres which bas resulted in the
death of more than £0.000 people. Last month, Al-
gerian Forcign Minister Abmed Attaf rejected de-
mands for international investigations, saying there
was no problem with buman rights in Alﬂa. Bat
obviously, there is, The question is, why is the gov-
emment finally disclosing such abuses?

“They citber want to prove their credibility or they
'lwnm to divﬁ'::l attention away from the army's al-
eged complicity in some massacres,” an Algerian
human rights lawyer who demanded anonymity told
the Weekly. “Nevertheless, we have lo realise that all
information related Lo the ongoing violence has to be
scen and filtered by the military authorities first. The
press can never publish such news unless it is ap-

wd by these aathoritdes, So clearly, there is a
message Lhey wani to send here.” the lawyer added.

Former Prime Minister Reda Malek commented,
“There is always danger {from the armed militias],
bur i1 has (¢ be accepted.™ He maintained that “arm-
civilians is a necessity in the framework of self-
dc »

The source added that it took Hussein two long telephone
calls with President Bill Clinton to hammer out the details of a
new American plan that US Middle East peace envoy Deanis
Ross will be carying to the area on Friday. The Hussein-
secret, but the media

“warned” about what would result if all sides refosed the new

blueprint that Ross is carrying.

be hosted by the Unfted Xingdom and atiended by Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, Netanyahu and US Secretary of State -
Madeleine Albright The plan also proposes a 13 per cent mil-
itary puliback from the area under Israeli occupation, while Is-  sonrce said.
rael is willing to give up only 9 per cent. :

geriads for the past o oot ve f scope of e lsca

or the past months over the scope

army withdrawal. Jordanian
got wind of it. Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali said that Hussein phoned Arafat and asked for his support of
uences and the Ross mission .theglgdmdAmfat'sfears Hassan, taking

regarding Jsrael’s proposed withdrawal from Lebanon and 2s-  turn a visit to Amman by Infrastructare Minjster Ariel Sharon.

_ o sured him that 5t ‘woild oot jeopardise the Palestinian track. Is-
The new American plan calls for a May peace conference to  rael’s recent acceptance of UN Security Council Resolution
in} 425 was ipterpreted by Palestiniat sonrces as- putting their is-
sue on the back burner. .
The king’s rendezvous with Netanyahu, the anonymous
emphasised that the peace process is still “alive™ -
and that a farther thaw in relations between Jordan and Israci
This mesting was a cubmination of intensive covert contacts

i
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younger Jewish
been bred in the womb of an Israeli society that is
racist When we feel this racism in conflicts like
U Sahili, there is a polarisalion between Arab
and Jew which brings a reaction. But this reaction
is now led by our Palestinian youth — a genera-
tion that is not burdened by the defeats of 1943 or
1967 and which believes that it should enjoy the
same rights ip Isracl as any Jewish cilizen. This is
why as long as Israel pursues its racist policies in
land and other areas there will be confrontation.”

It is a fight for which ihe “new generation™ ap-
pears ready. In Um Sahili, bulldozers provided by
the Shafa Amer municipality clear away mbble
as the Sawaad family peinstakingly reconstucts
their homes and their history. Two of the thres
demolished konses have already been rebuiit. “T
do not think the police will retun to destroy the
houses,” says Mohamed as he watches women
and. children take down the tents that have been
their shelters for the last three weeks. Is this due
to new-policy? “Yes, but not on the part of the Is-
raeli govemment. The new policy is in us — the
new generation has decided to resist.”

King Hussein is once again trying to prove his instrumental role in efforts to break the
Palestinian-Israeli deadlock, writes Al-Ahram Weeldy's special correspondent in Amman

Foreign Minister Jawad Anani which started 1n London last November between the king and

Breaking
out of dual

containment

he biggest repatriation of prisoners
of war (POWSs) since 1990 took
place two weeks ago, when Iran and
frag exchanged thousands of pris-
oners under the auspices of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross.

The exchange included 5,584 Iraqi cap-
tives and 316 Iranians held in Irag. The
released Iramians included two air force
pilots who were the first 1o be
after their plane was downed over Bagh.-
dad in 1980 shortly after the outiweak of
thie bitter eight~year-long Iran-Iraq war.

The repatrigtions took place under
agreement signed by the foreign ministers
of the two countries in New York last
Septerober. Under the pact, z jofnt com-
mittes was formed to resolve all out-
‘standing war-related issues.

Both Iran and Iraq have attempted to
improve bilateral relations several times:
during the last five years but withowt
much success. The chance of a rapproche-
ment was seen as slim given the his
of eight years of bloody war ip whi
about one million people were killed or
wounded.

In December, Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami met with Treqi Vice-
President Tzha Yassin Ramadan on the
fringes of Lhe isation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) sumunit in Tebran. Af-
ter three days of talks they agreed to form
a special committee to discuss the POWS,
trade exchanges, visits by Iranians to boly
Shi"ite sites in_ll'{.;?a;n;lthcrenlmoflguqi
Ianes sent to ‘or safekeeping dur-',
?n%:eheMI Gulf War. '
POW issue, however, has always
been a thorny one for the two conntries
and the source of conniless dispates. Iran
bad previcusly claimed that there were
Bagiind consistonty detiod snct il
consistently deni -
tions ond refused to release the exact
number of Iranians held in its prisons. -
The recent seilement of the issue is
seen by observers as a sign that both
countries are serious about wanting to
mend fences.

During the war, Iran caphured the largest
number of POWs. In just one battle, at Bas-

ra, it captured about 35,000 Iragis. However, .

the exact number of POWs is mmknown be-
?;s'el'i}eehm I'Bagbd;nsddmsgno‘,f-
in or war.
According to unconfirmed reports, between
13,000 and 15,000 Iragis were relegsed by
Iran duripg the war. Some of them joined the
Shi'ite opposition grom
of Islamic Revolution. Most of them married
Iranian woroen and managed to get jobs in
Iran. Otbers joined the Iranian army.
The Imgi-kranian joint committee is ex-
pected to look into the cases of these Iraqis,
allowing those who want to return bome to
do 50, and letting those who choose to setile
in Iran. . ) he .
- According to informed sources; next is-
sue 10 be addressed between the two coon-
tries ‘will be Iranian visits 1o Shi'ite holy
places in Iraq.
Last August, Iraq made a goodwill gesture
by inviting Iranians 1o visit holy sites at Na-
jaf and Karbaly® for the first ime since the
end of the war. However, Iran refused, say-
ing it preferred to hoid official talks to re-
solve the issue. The main obstacle has been
that Irag wants the Franiap visits to be organ-
ised while Iran seeks free access to the sites.
Some Iranians have visited i i

country accused the other of hostile moves.
The existence’ of Iragi opposition forces m
Iran and vice-versa has always made rap-
prochement difficalt. - - .
_Iran by :ndnmbudgkaqim;imm
tion grouns provides support for -
ibani-led Kurdish grovp, the Patriotic Union
o%nthemherhand,lnq vides military
: (-]

mr«mmmujﬁ%m

posiﬁongmup.lranalms:ﬂlclnimssaﬂ-f&
billion in.war reparations which, arconding
to a UN resolution, Irag kas to pay.
Nabil Nejm, Irag’s ambassador 1o te Arab
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Netanyaho, and was followed by the king’s brother, Prince

a large pariiementary delegation to Israel to re-

The recent exchange of
prisoners of war
between Iraq and lran is
seen as a crucial step
towards a long-awaited
rapprochement
between the two
countries. Rasha Saad ~

probes the prospects

sending any signals.”
B , however, share common
gronnd. oppose the US presence and

tzinment policy.”
Edited by Khaled Dawoud

~ Fighting back with hammers - and nails

ion. This genecration has .
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-m L Iranian President Mohamed i
Another round oo oroakrough
_ A8} | last week by gaining an order breakthrough
S o ' from the leader of the Islamic Representatives of families of British

revolution to free Tehran's mayor
from jail, Safa Haeri writes

victims of the 1388 Lockerbie bombing
have presented a new proposal in the
hope of resolving the dispute, Rasha
Saad reports

Telran Mayor Gholain-Hussein- Kar- - Republic fas faced i s 19 years. A From - ¥ ; i : ioas Evin Pri
] F G in- Kar- - [has faced years. A- From the owtset, Karahaschi’s amrest  convict Karabaschi. him: &1 notorious Evin Prison. In the
abasgu was mprisoned eatdier this oo : tughed it owt was scen as a political move by the  Khamenei's decision was nken af-  ecd their aetcome was calied off,
ﬁnordby an Islamic Judge acting un-  with the exeentive, beaded by 3 mod-  conservatives aimed at the very per- ter anti-Karabaschi thugs, backed by altheuch scemes of jubilation were

rders from Ayatollah Mohamed  efate -president, mnti} Kbamenei was son of the president. whose landslide - law enforcement nnits. clashed last  repomed in dow ntown Tebren amund
‘yictory in lasi year's clection, made week with up to 3,000 siudents who, the Irterior Ministrv. the stranpest

Amid intense Arah effons 10 end the six-yeur-old
air and arms embarpgo against Tripoli. Arab
League Secretary-General Esmat Abdel-Meguid
met last week with British representatives of the
families of victims of the 1988 bombing of Pun

A ST <y D pre- .
a personal fricnd and sccociate of the vent the situation from" getting out of - possible panly by the finaciol and lo-  despitc requests by the president.  bastion of the mayor. Rafsanjani is

gistical belp of Karabaschi and the
group known as the “Servants of Re-
consiruction™, ended the monopoly of
the conservatives over ail aspect of

were demonstraring in upport of the

mayor.
Origigally, the Office of Swdents
Sobdarity planned mass demonstsa-

considered Karebaschi's mein sup-

parer. Eaving iproduced him 1o

pubiic lifs whan he was president.
According 10 eyewitnesses. many

Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, which
killed 271 people. The United Statey und Britain
viaimed the bombing was carried out by two Lib-
yan intelligence agents und pushed the UN Secur-

in cither the US or Brilain.

blic political life. fions in support of both the presidem  cors being driven in the streets of ity Counctl 1o impose sanctions again Libva in
and abuse of power, shonld have abaschi was 5o strong that it could - “This is a great defeat for the judici- and the mayor. but it way called off Tehran 2nd. some other major cities  April 1992 for refusing to hand them over for trial

Judiciary, Ayatollab Yazdi, was the

first victim of this fierce, almost frat-  given by Khamenei, but the main role
ricidal confrontation between the left gu;playedbylhepwplewho.ina

. .wha had
.sis by ring the arrest,” said Sadeq

my and its chief, Ayaollah Yazdi,
provoked the cri-
Sabry, a veteran commentator on Ira-

“There is no doubt that the big win-

- ner herc is Khatami, who personally

urged Khamenei 10 free Karabaschi or
face the consequences. His popularity
will now rise among the people who
scc that be has stood firm against the
mling apd the now defeated con-
servatives.®

What is most damaging 1o Ayatoilah
Yazdi is that be had insisted that the

after Khatami personsily asked them
1o posipone il. "Khuami's decision
was very wise. He was afraid 1o see
the defeated and humiliated c<en-
servalivés — once again mounced by
the public’s unexpected massive sup-
port for Karabaschi — wm the d=m-
onstration into violent clashes and pur
the blame on the fsovernmeni,” said
an informed official.

In his speech to comminders and
polizical leaders, Khamenei defendsd
the actions of the execcutive and the
judiciary. calling on the people 1w
suppart their leaders.

carrizd huge poriraits of the mayor
and Khotzmi, their drivers blowing
homs and conpretulating cuch other
over ahat people are already calling
“a grez! visory for democracy and
civil aoci=ly.” refermmg to the pres-
idem’s 2lectoral campaign platform.
Others, incleding the caphial's local
mavers. toce flowers 1o Rarmbaschi®s
rasidence upd save bim a bero’s wel-
coms.

Khatemi bas aon another battle,
bt the war s not over. There will be
2 tempomry ceuse-fire. Newspapers
oz 2l sides will praise Khaami's

Jim Swire, whose daughter was among the 35
British victims. and Roben Black, a professor of
Sconish law, told reporiers they discussed with
Abdel-Meguid details of a prew proposal which,
said Swire, “was a modificaion of a previous one
in 1he hope of making it more acceptable to the
UK." However. they declined to explain the na-
ture of the proposal.

In another indication that the British familics
were serious in secking a senlement. Swire and
Black went 10 Libva on Saurday where they dis-
cussed their proposal with Libyan Justice Minister
Mohamed Al-Zuwiy and other top Libyan of-
ficials. They did not mzet with Libyan leader Mu-
ammer Gaddafi.

and right wings of the raling class of upsurge in defenee of the judiciary mkes orders from po-one  Sources in Tehran fold Al-Akram  wisdem m hendling the crsis. Bul
clergymen in lran. . ) mayor, stengthened the position of and tha judges acted independently it'ekly that as the news of the release  :he hasic contmdwnons betwesn the Black had previously proposed that 2 wial can be
In fact. the surprise imprisonment of president vis-i-vis the defi withomt beiny influenced by political of Karabaschi was lcoked, probubly s=gime’s mliza fuctioes will te-  held in 2 neutral counwy, under Scottish law, and
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the popular Karabaschi, 45, created conservatives,” said Said Leylaz, a

the worst internal crisis the Islamic jowmalist in Tehran,

forces. Yazdi also alleged tha his ad-

by Rafsanjani, an wd-how welcoming

erzaros sooner or later. probubly fol-
loaed by more violence.

before a panc] of internarzonal judges ruther than a
jury, 2s Scotfish law siipulates. But the proposal

minisimtion had ample evidence w  comminee had beer formed to greet

bas been rejectzd by the US and Briwin. The two

forgotten, = __
nor forgiven
e 4 e oo

two years ago. Zeina Khodr re-
poris from the site of the massacre -

18 April has become 2 national day of mourn-
ing in Lebanon. On that day two years ago, 105
Lebanese civilians, mostly women and chil-
a UN peacekeeping base in the southem village
of Qana. The victims incleded hundreds of ref-
ugees  who had sought shelter at the base from
beavy Isracli bombardment in the .operation
code-named by Israel “Grapes of Wrath.™ = . .
Survivors of the massacre, many of whom
lost loved ones in the carnage, converged at a:
mass grave.for the victims which stands as a-re-
minder of Israel’s brmtality. R
Mourmers united In grief where the victims
were laid to rest. &t has been two years since
the tragedy but time has not helped case their
suffering and sarvivors are still trying to come
to‘étu"'msw;ilt:glthcilraym:lhal. L M .-
ery single think abount them," Mo-
hamed Balhas, whe lost 23 members of his
family in the attack, told Al-Ahram Weekly.
“Don't ever think I will be able 1o We
want lsraelwpayfor‘hinls crime. [1:1,::11 con-
tinue fighting against the enemy i
Marking tghc occasion, Lebanese President
Elias Al-Hrawi called upon the international
community to bring to trial the Isracli officials
respousible for the massacre. “Why, 50 years
afier the Holocaust, is the world trying thiose re-
sponsible while ignoring those who commiited

imernationa) parliamentacians of Lebanese or-

Qana: Not  ~——""m

. Py 0 - .-
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countries have also rejected suggestions that 2 wial

‘A young Lebanese sits on the mass grave of the 105 Lebanese civilians killed in the Isracli bombardment of 2 UN peacekeeping pesition in Qana
the Qana massacre”™ Hrawi asked 2 group of on 18 April 1996. The boy hides his tears after placing flowers for his two playground friends who perished along with their mother (phaio: AFP)
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be held at the Iniernational Court of Justice (ICI)
in The Hague or that 2 special count 1o hear the
case be established.

Abdel-Meguid described Wednesdav's  dis-
cussions as “important and in-depth,” adding that
the visit of the twb represcntatives “shows meutual
concern to reach justice and truth ™ He said he had
personally conlacted Libyan officials to prepare
for Swire™s and Black’s visit 1o Tripoli. Swire ex-
pressed cautious optimism that his proposal could
move forward afier hiz meetings in Libya.

This pew attempt (o resolve the Lockerbie issue
is. according to Black, also motivated by the fear
that the families of the American victims may
seek a civil trial rather than a criminal one. If ev-
idence in a case is used in a civil ria] it cannot be
used again should there be a criminal trial, he said.

“There are moves in the US 1o hold a civil trial
charging the povernment of Libya,” Black said. If
the trial was 10 produce cvidence in court. that
would make any criminal trial practically im-
possible. We want to avoid the contamination of
the evidence in this case,” he said.

Black is also against a civil trial in the US be-
cause “no ooc will believe that an American civil
court, presided over by an American judge, with a
Jury of American citizens, and in all probability
without Libyap lawyers defending the accused,
would give a just verdict.”

The families of the US victims have taken a
stricter stand than the British families. They sup-
port Washington's position that the wial must be
held in either the US or Britain.

Black hopes to start crimjnal proceedings —
which is part of his proposal — before the Amer-
icans take the case 10 a civil court.

Swire and Black also met with Britsh Foreign

Robin Cook eardier this month They
were told that there were some new diplomatic in-
itiatives but did not elaborate. Swire said that dur-
ing the meeting, Cook did not give them a clear-
cut idea of what the British government proposed
to do 1o solve the dispute, but he did quote Cook
as saying that no channels were closed and that
every option was still open

Swire criticised the fact that Cook has not been
well briefed on the issue. “Towards the end of last
year, Cook twld the UN that it would be im-
possible to move a Scottish jury to a neutral coun-
try,” Swire said, explaining that Black’s proposal
did not include a jury at all. He added that Cook
was also tmsare of who Ibrahim Lagwell (Libyan
lawyer for the two suspects) was. Swine, however,

igin a conference in Bemut. “Tsrael
shoald be tried for its crime against humanity.”

Hundreds jammed the grave site during 2
commemoraiion . Church bells tolled
and verses of the Qur'an blared from lond-
speakers. Black banners were raised while

Women wailed. *1 hope they [the Israclis}
suffer the way they made us suffer,” screamed
Unun Mohamed, who lost her dabghter in the
attack. “They should taste what they made us
taste,” she said. .

Leila Atweh lost 18 memnbers of her family.
Asked how she is copmg.Leihmhes a deep
breath and sighs. “I live in pain. I will never
forget that day.” Leila told Al-Ahram Weekly
that what happened in Qana woold remain with
ber for the rest of her fife. T feel as though I
can never smile again.™ .

Mohamed Jaafar, who was looking afier the

refogess at the base, said the memores have
never gone. “Time is not helping. 1 can stll see
those scenes; they were horrifying.™ he said. “1
know some people who saw the massacre are
4till unable to eat meai. Children arc also af-
fected. They wake up al night screaming. They

Ji says. “We thought we wene
bombardment. Then the bombing started. It was

‘50 close the shells started o pour down like

rain.” Boji, like other survivors, sils down be-

side her family’s tombstones every day. reciting *

verses from the Qur’an.

The commander of the Fijian batalion serving
under the Uniled Nations Interim Force in Leb-
anon (UNIFIL), Lv. Col. Filipo Tarakinikini, laid
a wreath at a grave site. He said he hoped the
bloocd of the victims was not spilt in vain and
thai peace wounld come soon. .

*“Tt was a terribie tragedy and I fecl for the vic-
tims” families,” Tarakinikini told the Weekly. “I

hope their souls rest in peace. Time has not Ji-
minished the suffering of the people.”

The base still has shrapnel marks and the sile
of the massacre has been sealed off. Oaly two Fi-
Jjian soldiers who were serving with the banalion
at the time of the anack remain in the south. The

ed. “It was horrible. People were badly injured.
Some could not find their Iimbs,” he said. “Do
not forget that we have close ties with the people
of Qana. We practically [ive with them and this
is oor second "

The camage at Qana has made the possibility
of peace wih Israel remote. There Is hatred and
bostility towards Israel, particularly across sonth
Lebanon. “1 am ready 10 dié fighting Israel,™ said
Mohamed Salameh, a resident of a village in
south Lebanon who took part in mooming the
Qana victims,

“l want my children 10 grow up 1o hate them

[the Israelis].” said Mohamed Moussawi, an-
other - southern  Lebanese. “They and my
srandchildren should comtinue the resistance
struggle™

Raafat Taki, a [9-vearold survivor of the
massacre, Jost his father and sister. “How do

Do vou think they will ever welcome peace
with [sracl? No [sraeli 1ourist will be allowed
to step on our land.™ .

The Qana massacre was one of the bloodi-
est anacks ever staged against Lebanon. Is-
rael claimed the bombing wus a mistake, but
the UN concluded it was unlikely o have
been the result of an error. It has been two
years since the attack. but southern Lebanese
and the country as a whole have sti}ll not for-
goten the wagedy. And no matter bow much
time may pass, they are unlikely to forpet or
forgive.

excused Cook for his lack of knowledge on the
subject. “He represents a govemment that came to
power long after the present deadlock was reached
by 1he previous povernment. That’s why he bears
no responsibility for the sitnation he has found
himself in,” Swire said.

i graves were covered with flowers and portraits  always have nightmares. others have remrned home. Major Mitieli Viniasi you expect us 1o make peace with the Is- Swire and Black remain hopeful of a break-
—" of the victims, whom peopie call “Lebanon’s 'v}:: were all together at the " Naila Bor- was the batizlion's medical officer. He recalled raelis™ he said, “Every one in the south has |  through, especially afier the ruling in February by
" e from Isracli the difficulties he faced as he treated the wound-  jost somebody they care for because of Israel, |  the ICJ that it had the right lo judge the Lockerbic

issue. US President Bill Ciinton"s administration
has insisted that the Security Council was the only
party authorised to examine the case and de-
termine when sanciions will be lifted.

Black praised the political pressure generated by
South African President Nelson Mandela’s in-
volvement last October and encowraged similar
moves, He said Mandela's involvement “was the
most important thing that has happened in the is-
sue in six years. It shook the British government.”

Black believes that if his modified proposal is re-
jected, it will be the end of his role. *I am tred of
formulating reasonable schemes that are, none-

theiess, rejected.™

Sudanese war drums beat louder

:,Chil'd soldiers tell of homors as Sudan braces for an escalation of the country’s civil war, writes Gamal Nkrumah

The death of 260 young Sudanese army conscripts who per-
ished earlier this month near a milkary fraining canop of
Khartonm has highlighted the plight of students called up for
compulsory military service in the war-{fom couniry. ~ ~ °
Aocardingmeyeu&mus&:mdﬁdmeseopguqnm parties,
at least 160 consaripts were gunned down by their guands, while

sank in the River Nile in a small fishing boat as they -
the rest San® 10 shelfng, The i- -

trying to make their getaway amid ammy

;gtlonk on 2 April, only four days before the be-
ginning of the Mustim religious feast Eid Al-Adha.

Farouk Abu Eissa, head of e Cairo-based Arab Lawyers

Alliance (NDA), the opposition imbrella group siruggling to
mm&%mﬁiﬂm-ﬂdﬁmmi religious
mssageofforgivenesswasmthlaslywom_edbysommo
dozen Sudanese government soldiers who where guarding con-
SCTipt camps. e . .

ears of the ruling National Islamic Froot's (NIF) sol-
ﬁmmmmmmm@sﬁm
haﬂmunnedmlhcwlsﬁofthe]lmgle;"mm.lqldﬂ-
Akram Weeklv. The is headed by Sudanese Parlisment
Speaker Hassan Al-Turabi, a close ally of Sudanese President
Omar Al-Bashir. “Revenge, hasred 2nd cxacting cruel pun-
their energies,” Abu Eissa added. -~
aged betweed 14 and 17, werchoused in twao,
camps—Al—EilaﬂmandAl—Sehﬂ—whichbetwemth:m
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were home to over 2.500 students. Half of these stidents man-
aged to escape, One amived in Cairo last week and told the
Weekly about his ordeal.

“We wanted to spend the eid with our family and friends, but
we were refused permission by the authorities,” said Ibrahim
Hamid Abdallah Khalil, a 19-year-old student who fled Al-
Seleet camp. then took a train from Khartonm o Wadi Halfa
from whera he boarded a ship to Aswan.

“Whes we demonstraied they threatened 1o adopt a shoot-lo-
kill policy. Then they shot at us; mony stdenrs were killed in
cold blood. The fi in the forest leading oot of the camps
were strewn with -ridden bodies of yoongsiers, We first
fled from Al-Filafun camp to Al-Selest cump,” Khalil said. “1
bod the hga"dmmdfmha:l;-:d. igration
checkpoints who support opposition forces me 10 leave
the country. At the Egyptian border, I was initially interrogated
and 1 thought that I would not be allowed 1o enter the country.
But when I explained my predicarpent {0 the Egypiion author-
ities and told them that 1 faced a possible death sentence for de-
sertion from the army and treachery, they let me in" Khalil
said, :

According to Abn Eissa, the Sudanese povemment faces a
dmmting ‘task. With increasing defections, the government
peeds to set up a larger amy and can only do so by force. “Jt is
2 vicious circle of violence,” Abu Eissa added.

The Sudanese army, by its own accomt, needs at least 56,000

. -

more infanirymen in the escalaling war againsi armed opposi-
tion groups in remote areas of Africa’s larsest country. The
southern. eastem and westem war zooes have proved 10 be
mass graveyards for poorly-trained ieenage army conscripis,
hastily sent to the front line.

The Sudanese goverament resorted 1o enforced conscription
of school children as the death 1oll of government moops rose
and an ever-increasing number of Sudagess sovernmem sol-
diers, especially southemers, defecied to the Sudan People™s
Liberation Army (SPLA) and oiber armed opposition sroups.

The policy of ealisting scheol pupils inio the army before
tbey go on 10 university was signed into law last vear by Bashir,
‘The children must enlist in the national service for two years.

Both Muslims and Christians. noriherners and southerners,
are subject to compulsorv conscriplion. Youths are being
drageed om of buses and other public places and bundled imo
lorries 1o be taken for military training withou the knowledge
of their parems.

“Boy conscripts have tried 10 come to terms with the cal-
aclysin, but there are no easy choices. The only way to ensure a
job after what linde schooling they have, is o prove tha they
survived the civil war and fought in the jihad agains the com-
mounist and southern infidels.™ Abe Eissa said.

SPLA leader John Garang told the Weekly that “child soldiers
are used as human shiclds and cannon fodder in religions wars
against the people of southern Sudan, in the Noba Mountain in

western Sudan, in the upper Blue Nile provinee and parts of
eastem Sodan,™

Even the tighly-controlled Sudanese papers this week con-
tinued their criticism of the government’s statemenis on the kill-
ing of the students. It 1ock Sudan’s Compulsary Nattonal Ser-
vice Administration shree days (o0 draft a two-sentence
statement to break the news to the nation. The Defense Ministry
has now formed 2 commitiee 10 investigate the circomstances
that led to the showting, while parliament has announced that it
will send a fact-finding mission to Al-Eilafun which will report
back 1o the deputies on 4 May.

Sudan’s Bar Association issued a stalement this week urging
Bashir 2o gei the facts out to the people, They also appealed 10
him to reconsider the policy of conscripting school children so
that they would not lose their right 1o an edueatjon,

The government, however. is unapologetic abomt the Al-
Eilafun incideat. Spokesman of the Compulsory National Ser-
vice Administraon. Kamal Hassan Ali, said in a stalement on
Samrday that copscription would continue in its present form
until the year 2000,

“Our plan is 10 raise 110,000 conscripts from among students
of the universitics, instinntes and high schools as well as from
among young employees in both the public and private sec-
tors,” be said.

*We are also planning 1o introduce compulsory national ser-
vice for girls in nnn-milxsmry ficlds,” he add‘:é. Y
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“Th

e original

Cambodian’

A tragic chapter in Cambodia’s history came to an end with the death last
week of Pol Pot, but the horrors of the past cannot be laid to rest until the
West is brought to book, writes Gamal Nkrumah

The West's support for Pol Pot's murderous ca-
reer cannol be seen dispassionarely in the Thind
World. Viewed from the “majority world”™. the
case 15 clear Uk West should be put on trial for
the support it gave Pol Por and his benchmen,
And now that Pol Pot is dead. it is his lieuwcnants
who should be tried for crimes against humanigy.
Cambodian King Norodom Sihanouk. one-time
tacticul ally of the Khmer Rouge, has supported
the United Siates in its recent efforts 1o bring Pol
Pot 10 book. But why did Washington not start
looking for the murderer earlier?

The answer is simple. Only those Westemn
stouges who have outived their vsefuiness and
are on the verge of death are ever cailed 1o ac-
count. When the Khmer Rouge were driven out of
Cambodia by the Viemamese in 1979, Washing-
ton issued diplomatic passpons to key Khmer
Rouge officials and backed Thailand which was
rendering invaluable rearguard support @ Pol

Pot’s army as it plundered western Cambodia dur- .

ing its retreat. Both the US and Britain. whose
SAS special forces provided military training for
the Khmer Rouge. schemed against the Viet-
namesc-backed gon erement of Hun Sen.

The US stepped up its B-532 bombing raids as
the Khmer Rouge was tightening the noose
around war-tom Cambodia in (969, American
warplunes dropped 5-+0.000 tons of bombs on the
Cambodian countrvside killing over 100.000
peasants in an artempt o snuff out all pro-
Vietamese and anti-American resistance. Thus
the stage was set for Pol Pot's reign of terror.
Meanwhile Khmer Rouge pogroms against pro-
Vietnumese peasants intensitied.

Pal Pot presented himself as the champion of a
Khmer natonal renaissance: a Jubious claim,
caming from an avowedly Maoist champion of
sicntific socialism. Yet behind the bland plar-
itudes of propaganda. we find irony, paradox and
vontradiction. Pol Pat master-minded a revolution
that was all e easy o deride in the West. Yet it
wits the West that made that revolution possible.

Cambuodiz has had the misfortune of being sand-

wiched berween two powerful rivals — Viemam
to the east and Thailand 1o the West. The tmdi-
tional struggle between them for hegemony over
their mumal neighbour was ransformed into a
sinister political game played oul by warring
Cambodian factions at the height of the Cold War
era. Thaitand was pro-Westem. Viemam pro-
Sovier Historically. the Cambodian capital
Phnom Penh was a foreign enclave that housed
the extensive seraglio of the Royal Cambodian
Palace and jts anendant court. along with French
colonial officials, Chinese taders: and Vier-
pamese workers. The reisnming monarch was in-
variably a French puppet. Native Cambodians
were by and large relegated o the rural back-
waters. JThis was the socio-political milieu that
Pol Pot grew up in. In the twilight days of French
colonialism. he came 10 view the Vietnamese as
the real national eneries of Cambodia and its in-
digenous Khmer people. China and Thailand.
Vietnam's traditional enemies, thus became his
staunchest allies.

Saloth Sar. who later assumed the nom de
guerre Pol Pot — meaning “the original Cam-
bodian™ in the Khmer language — came from a
privileged background. His family had roval con-
nectons: his brother. Loth Suong, was 2 palace
official. One coustn was maried o King Mon-
ivong and a sister was a roval consort. Pol Pot was
thus introduced to the inner workings of the Pal-
ace and pelitical intrigee a1 an early age.

He was one of the few Camboedrans of his gen-
eration not to have known rural life as a child. Af-
ter schooling at Phnom Penh's Roval Buddhist
monastery. he wias sent 1o a French Catholic
school. aiso in the capital. He then studied,radio-
electricity in Pards from 1949 to 1952. It was there
that his earliest political ideas were nurtured. He
joined the French Communist Purty and married
Khicu Ponnary. the first Cambodian woman t&
earn A feccafanrser. The couple were obviously
enthused by French culture and chose Bastille
Day for therr wedding in 1956.

Pol Pot's subsequent life hardly makes for a
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heart-warming story. Eight years of guerrilla war-
fare between 1967 and 1975, hardened the am-
bitious man who in 1962 had usurped the lead-
ership of the Communist Party of Kampuchea
The party at that time was predominantly in the
hands of French-educated anti-Viemamese mil-
itants, heavily influenced by Maoism and who ad-
mired the Chinese Culrural Revolution. This was
the time of the Sino-Soviet split. It was during this
particularly gruesome historical perod that Pol
Pot first showed signs of his merciless' de-
termination to wipe out anyone who siood m his
way. He developed the most barbarous raeans to
achieve his desired end: the creation of a model
scientifically-socialist nation-state. Already then
be was responsible for the death of pver 1.000
Viemamese-trained Communist Cambodians. a
chilling prelude to the killing fields of the late
1970s which were to claim the lives of millions.

Such schemes of social engineering too often
degenerale into mass murder, even genocide.
Peasants were forced into unpaid collective la-
bour, a grim reminder of the methods that had
been ysed by the French colenial suthorities. Al-
thouzh mainly working under threat of death.
the peasants rebelled; yet despite their re-
luctance, Khmer Rouge leaders managed to
roaintain the charade of socialist “development™
for many years.

i S e=n Sl - SN 3RS !
Khmer Rouge guerrillas burn their leader’s mortal remains on pry according to Buddhist traditions. Meanwhile, Khmer
back Cambodian government forces from the mountain stronghold ofAnloggVengnw

cardiac arrest last week, the Khmer Rouge intensified its attacks on villages in

\L_

Secrecy was the key to the regime’s short-lived
success. Loth Suong, Pol Pot’s brother, only dis-
mveredtbmhiskidb'arlmherwhoﬂ:sedmrag-
company him to the royal palace at age of six
was the man in charge of Cambodia when his por-
trait was displayed all over the Cambodian capital
in 1978. As a prelude 1o this emergence into the
limelight. an estimated 100.000 Cambodians in the
eastern region bordering Vietnam had been butch-
ered. To date, 9.000 mass grave sites have been
discovered in the region. Cambodian officials and
human rights activists suspect that at least a further
11,000 pits remain 1o be upcovered. Pol Pot’s star
was rising fast. His first wife wentmad. _

Recently Mea Son}.q_Pol P&t‘.va a:g.h!erm \;;—1
companied by their ld-year-o )
Sith. talked to the international media at the Thai-
Cambodian border. His second wife stood by bis
side throughout the difficult years afier the col-
lapse of the former Soviet Union, Ta Mok. a one-
legged guerrilla general. deposed Pol Pot in a re-
bellion last year at Anlong Veng and put him un-
der house arrest. Thousands of Khmer Rouge
guerrillas rebelled against Ta Mok last month, but
Kbmer Rouge radio still broadeasts regularly, a
sign that Ta Mok is still in charge. She desperately
tried to dispel his image as a hideously fickle iy-
rant. “He was a good man,” his widow told re-
porters at the Thm-Cambodian border. Mea Som
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said that she was “afraid for ber iife.” and that be

bad "left some moncy to belp the family " It was .

not known whether they would seek poiiticad asy-
jum in the West, in Thailand, or simply romaio 2
the jungle of westera Cambodia )
The Khmer Rouge faction in Anlang Veng is the
last group stll fighting the Cambodinn Kovem-
meat. Thai ineli sources insise that Ta Mok
still coamols a 2,000-man force. bot the Cam-
bodian army purs the number af sonwwhere
mndSUﬂ.ThUSn-amed_aﬁdl;n;mpssmlhc

ceremoniously cremated last Saturdzy with no
journalists, Buddhist monks or Khmer Rouge
leaders

Under the Pol Pot regime over 2 million Cam-
perished bozween 1975 and 1979 through
forced labour. disease and systematic executions.
Khieu Samphan, Mok Chra. Nuen Chea, Ke Pank
and Ieng Sary. Pol Pot’s brother-in-law who de-
fected in 1996, are all row stranded at the Thai-
Cambodian border. They rexmain 2t larpe but there
are increasing calls for the imernationa) com-
munity 10 bring them to book. But who will jrdec
them? The Thais. along with the Chinese and
Americans,

the Khmer Rooge in the past. Only an imerational

tribunal could have the moral auwtherity to try those
Khmer Rouge leaders who are still at larpe.

Lebanon’'s
Prime
Minister :
Rafik
Al-Harir

n .. . -
E x p I O I t I n g h u n g e r Competing political agendas may prevent desperately needed food aid from reaching famine-ravaged North Korea, writes Faiza Rady

The first formal negotiations between South and North Korea

er stocks should be handled &s a huemanitarian issue, dissociated

been obvious in feld td
gartner, international

for some weeks.” reported

Erich Wein-
with the World Food Programme

children,” wroie The New' York Times.
Although widely reported and sensationalised by the Asian

Ronge guerrifins d
the Thai-Cambodizaborder. After Pol Pot"s death of =
central Cambaodia (phot: AFPY

the bloodstzined henden of -

since 1994 ended abnuptly in a deadlock last Friday, with the
two sides unwilling to settle points of contention over a fertiliser
aid package demanded by the famine-stricken North — the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) — and Seoul's
insistence on linking aid to a family reunion plan ang the re-
sumption of diplomatic relations. South Korea's senior nego-
tiator. Deputy Unification Minister Jeong Se-hyun. expressed
his government’s willingness to resume negotiations in the fu-
ture, but no date has been set

Althongh the DPRK readily agrees to the principle of reaniting
the estimated 1Q million people separated by the 1953 armistice
line thar marks the division between the Koreas, the North re-
jects Seoul's politicisation of much-néeded aid. Pyongyang’s ne-

from conditions and political pre-requisites. Chief negotiator Jon
Kum-chol, siressed that the North urgently needed fertiliser in
bulk in time for its spring planting season. “Politics must not in-
terfere with this issue,” maintzined Jon. while Chun derided
Seoul’s intransigence. “The South’s method is: “We give you a
bowl of rice, but you should give us 10 kilograms of beef.”™ suid
Chun, adding that the DPRK was willing to d.scoss family re-
union plans ar fotare talks with Red Cross officials.

Ravaged by last year's drought and two consecutive years of
floods that have destroyed some two milfion tons of grzin and
damaged 400.000 hectares of crop land, the country’s ag-
riculrural output is in shambles. Moreover, Pycngyang's lack of
funds and inability to import essential fertilisers has further com-
promised food production. “The stunted growth of maize has

gotiator, Chun Kuro-chun, explained thar the delivery of fertilis-
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(WFP), last summer. “"What is less obvioes is the overbeated wa-
terin rice fes. already weakened by insufficient fertiliser.”

In an effort to canfront the situation, the DPRK has mobilised
its people. “There has been an impressive mobilisation of the cit-
izenry to transplang a great variety of agricultural products. Un-
fortunately, the input of 2 tremendous amount of human labour
cannot in itself guaranice an adequate harvest. There continues
10 be a serious lack of fertiliser and pesticides,” reported Action
by Churches Together, a US-based North Korean aid group.

ressing a cantious and mitigated degree of optimism, Chun
maintained that the DPRK would ultimately survive the cumrent
food shortage because of its long-standing national tradition of
Juche or self-reliance. Official optimism notwithstanding, it is
evident that Pyongyang is facing a major crisis. By early March,
the government had announced that its food supplies would be
depleted by the middle of the month, and called for urgent inter-
national aid 10 avoid the risk of widespread famine.

Responding to tie state of emergency. WFP Director Cathe-
rine Bertini visited the DPREK in early April. “She expressed sat-
isfaction ax the fact that food rendered by the WFP and other in-
termational organisations and charitable bodies bas been supplied
fo inhabitants... and that the WFP-assisted food-for-work pro-
jects have paid off.” reported the Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA). Bertini urgently appealed to the international com-
munity 1o donate additional foodswuffs and witnessed the frst
shipment of the 200,000 tons of food supplied by the US in re-
sponse to the WFP appeal. But beyond emergency aid, the coun-
Jands and cope it pocatial florcing in he fuure, Ths repheg

cope wi g in . This impli
additional m'[:lefmm the world community for afforesmﬁonpgﬁ
embankenent. ;

Although the WEP has worked hard (o rally international sap-
pon for the embattled country. incoming aid has failed to meet
requirements. As early as last September, UN Food and Ag-
riculture Organisation (FAO) Director-General Jacques Diouf
had warned that a minimum of 1.9 million tons were needed to
avert wi famine in 1998, The WFP has managed to
channel only one millioa tons to the DPRX since last yeac, fall-
ing 900,000 tons short of estimated subsisience needs. “Tt looks
like the international community hesitates to provide aid to a so-
clalist gavernment without considering that innocent people ane
dying,” commented political analyst Isabel Vichniac in the
e -

a 3 i ional community’s failure to i
sufficient grain reserves, it is estimated that millions may have died
of_hungerinNonhﬂL(mwhﬂcmfgmimissﬁ]]hnminent—ﬂnm-
ening especially the isolated drought-prone northern -
mcs.Hmowingdeadnol!svmybetweenoncmdﬂneemﬂ]i&w

“By some estimates. as many as three million North Koreans
have died from hunger and millions more are at risk,” CNN ze-
portzd on 11 April, referring to 2 survey conducied between Jan-
vary apd September 1997 by World Vision ~— an American
NGQ—incﬁaLi??thaxsomeISperceqLorMmmimpeople.
of this nation of 23 million had already died from starvation. In a
related development. the French NGO, Médecins Sens Fron-
tieres, shocked the world last week by claiming that instances of
cannibalism were being reported by North Korean refugees
crossing into China. “The doctor’s report included grisly tales of
village roads lined with corpses and hengry parents eating their

-thorities in

o the 1997 CIA

media, Bertini did not give these stories much credence. Re-
ferxing to'the WEP's six offices in the DPRK, including an agen-
cy located in the region that the refugees in question were from.
The New York Times quoted Bertini as poting that WFP mon-
itors “have not seed anything like what we’ve read in the papers.
Some food experts believe that the refugees exaggerate prob-
lems or report rumours instead of things they have personally
P L n: ¥

. Whether wrue or false, such horror tales ultimately serve to put
imto comtext a people’s slow stranguiation through hunger and
disease. “It is a famine in slow motion.” Tun Myatt. a director of
transportt and Jogistics for the WFP, szid. “People are eating sca-
weed, cakes made with grovnd-up tree bark and other “al-
temative foods® that have sustained people who otherwise
would alrcady have died of hunger.” -

Natiouwide, 50 per cent of hospitalised children weigh half
the nomal weight for their age group. According to bealth au-

1 ) 2 province, 38 per cent of the children in
Hmchoantyarenenh:rgmnmghcightmrweigthineper
cent suffer from severe weight loss and about two per cent show
symptoms of kwashiorkor — a disease characterised by a pot-
beily and changes in skin pigmentation — or marasmus, the
gradnallossot:glshandsmgth.aothdiseasesmecausedby
sevetcgna]tg:gmon. i

_Despite exbaustion, many observers have praised the dis-
cipline and hard work of North Koreans, a featre of the social-
mwo:keﬂucandaml:oftheh-ﬁgommining.mmg
Country Report on the DPRK, North Koreans
rank among the most educated worldwide. with an equal
literacy rate of 99 per cent for both males and females — a rare
achlevemenLﬁ'u:_uonb)!ChmchesTogethcrcmmmdmlhc
North Koreans® ingenuity in the face of extreme ip. ~As
everything in this society, so also the huat for food is well or-
ganised. Counties, farms and factories 20 oa collection outings
logether.Fﬂiblegrass_eamnbeseendryingomsidecoumywam-
housa,laterlobequlledtosupplemmﬂmn-fonhemakingof
mdmpﬂdg{pﬂh:%%?mbﬂ?kmﬂmmfm
" - ’ um ! b
distribution system.” 2 e the
Pyongyang believes that both Seouil and Washi on use the
aid cand itimately to impose mdrPob'ﬁcal mashmg:m_ ases-
das. Although the US has delivering 200,000 tons of
foodmdm:hequﬂl,ﬂnisconsum:' a mere public relaions
gesture — a drop in the ocean in refation 10 the country's real
mds.WhﬂeSouﬂlKoread&aﬂylinksaidtoprymg' open the
cpor_:omyofﬂ:eNonhwiﬂ:iEvmpoolofhighlyqualiﬁcd.dis—
ciplined and cheap labour, America’s long-standins strategy
consists of throuling the DPRK through an air-tight ecoormic
embargo, in force since 1950.

sanctions enacted at the time of the Koceon War

wmnmgmmmﬂusmmm‘mhﬁm
""“"dm-mﬁgm Koreans, incloding trade, investment and: financil
KON st ocmsed by concemed authoriies.” cxplined she.
terns o 10 the case of Cabs, Libya and Iraq — whar the US

bargo. In this context, and despite occasional token mid, the US -

bmsabwvympmsz'bimyfarm:m_famiminﬁhthm
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After capturing Arab

Aviv-Jerusalemn R,

offensive against Palestinion towns in the

ond half of Apri). Bylheuigh:ofmwﬁ:fl:

6,000 or so Arab inhabitanis of Tiberias were

g:;nspl:; tqqmmmmemmm
estinian ns would namber

around 800,000 by the end of the 1948 way.

According 1o Palestinian historian Walid Kha- - tc

lidi, one of the most significant aspects of the
fall of Tiberias was meg’v]vlay the British forces
hendled the sincation. Until they were due fo
withdraw on 15 May at the end of the mandate,
it was their daty to maintain security and peace
in Palestine. However, the only effort they ex-
erted in this respect while Tiberias was coming
under heavy mortar fire, was their “advice” to
the commander of the Arab garrison “1o stop
fighting and evacyate the Arab inhabitants.™

, Justifying this passive stance, the British mil- .
itary historian Major Wilson said that the British

forces were oblized {0 stick to a certain time
schedule for the anticipated withdrawal. By the
time the Haganah attacked Tiberias, they were
“too weak in numbers™, and thus physical inter-
vention was impossible. .

The question of British complicity with the
I was raised again when a few days [ater
it was Haifa’s torn w0 come under attack. The
town was the point of convergence for the Brit-
ish moops who were doe to sail away on 15
May. Haifa had a population of 140,000, more
than half of whom were Jews. The Jewish quar-
ters were situated high on Mount Karmel, where
they dominaled the Arsb quarters — a factor
which would later facilitate the Haganah's of-
fensive. Since the UN partition resolution, fight-
ing between the two parties had become a com-
mon aspect of daily Bfe, with conmtinuous
sniping, explosions and exchange of fixe. ’

The British troops were in charge of safe-

from the Arab ones. On ]
was formed between the British army and the lo-
cal Arab natiopal commitiee, in response to the

: gam-

son, and informed him that he had ordered his
to withdraw from the arcas separating the

Arab quariers from the Jewish ones, adding that
he would not intervene in any clashes between

- continued non-stop

_’On 18 April, the first Arab town — Tiberlas — fell into the hands
ge . -of the Haganah. Four days later," Haifa's Palestinian population
fa with_indisciiminme - .- had to flee'Under the Zionists” combined shelling and ground of-
_ -fensives. Amira Howeldy recounts the

by the Asrab League. P .

However, oumt of 205 - 7 - Jewish st Smant 3 -

the commioe, only 89 B ARD Wit T
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“with the. help of the - &, 7.
British forces™, was im . -

a difficulr sitsation,
says Bouyassir. "
.The Jewish attack -
continued throngh the .

for 76 bours, in homes »
and alleyways, some-
times reduced 10 kmives, sticks or hands,” Bouy-
assir records.

As the pumber of wounded Arabs swelled in
parallel with the escalaton of the attacks, an-
other plea was made to the British, and was
-agamn rejected. A state of chaos prevailed as
thoasands of terrified Arab women and children
- rushed towards the port hoping to escape. But
as the Arab town was entirely exposed to the

Jewish quarters above, the Haganah spipers
were able to kill those trying 1o flee by the doz-
ea- According o Khalidi. 10.000 refugees made
it to the port and were placed by the British in
boats and ferries which took them north to Acre.

While this was happening. the Arab Higher
Commpittee was meeting with Stockwell, who
refused their demand 1o stop the Jewish attack
even as it was literally developing into “a hu-

story of their exodus

ur going

man massacre”, or to re-
copsidsy  the  passive
Brivish stance. His only
sugoestion was that the
British migit “mediate”
between the two parties.
and he resisted the re-
peatad efforts of the
fommines o reach a
bettar compromise. In a
bid 10 pot an immediale
exd {0 the opgoing mas-
sazre, the committes’s
wpokesman said the Ar-
zbs were ready for a
vuce. but wanted to
Erow 1ts conditions.

Stockwell immediaely
excused himself from
the mom, saying be
wouid contact the Jews.
Fiftean minmes later, he
was back with 2 printed
copy of a
‘truce” — which, as El-
Khalidi  points  out,
amounted 1o an “‘un-
<conditional  surrender™.
The condilions were:
complele  disarmamem
of the Arabs, who wers
o hand in all their weap-
ons within three hours,
the aossembly of all
*male foreign clements™
in a cenain location on
the condjtion that they
depart Palestine within
24 hoors, and finally a
corfew, The Amb del-
ezation objecied and
asked Stockwell to add
one more condition, siip-
ulating that signiag up w0
this document would not
in any way imply rec-
ogrilion oo their part of
the leadership of the Ha-
ganzh or of any change
in the political status of
the counury. The Britsh
commander promised Lo
pass this message on 1o
the Jews, but asked the
Arabs to meet that afternoon with the Jewish
delesation in his presence.

When the meeting took place. the Jews flatly
rejecied the Arab proviso. The Arab delegation,
feeling the need 10 consult their co-inhabitants,
asked for 24 hours’ respite to think over the sit-
uation, hoping thev could use the time to contact
the Arab countries. But both the Jews and
Siockwell refused, and the Jawer boldly stated

Years
of dispossession
A

that the Arabs had to sizn the truce that evening
if they wished 1o avoid another “300 10 4007
castcallies among thern. Despite strong pressure
from the Arabs, Stockwell would nat delay the
decision unti! fater than 7.U0pm that same day.

Once they had lcft the mezting. the Arab dei-
egaticn called togeiker most of the men in Haifa
10 discuss the situation. Thes agreed 1o delegate
the commitiee 1o negotiate on behalf of the Ar-
abs whose priority. a1 this stage, was simply o
prevent the killing of innocent people. However
the comminee felt it should not force the people
af Haifa to recognise the authority of the Ha-
zanah. even if this resulied io a political back-
lash. At the seven o’clock meeting. they refused
to sign the truce and asked for help in fa-
cilitating the deparivre of the inhabitants. They
then requested that the meeting be delaved until
the foflowing day 10 work out the departure pro-
cedures.

On Friday 23 April. all the paries involved
met again. The Arab delegation presented a
memo addressed o Stockwell, quoting his wam-
ing that if the Arubs did not accept the Ha-
sanah™s provisions, they would endure 300 1o
400 more casualties. The memo also pointed cut
that “despite the fact that the depanture {of the
Arabs] is oor request, the main reason for this
remains your refusal to take any action 1o pro-
tect the lives and the properties of the people.”
Bt Stockwell refused to receive the memo. The
delegation presented another memo during the
meeting. which this time was addressed o the
Jews. It objected 10 the continued shooting and
killing of Arabs and 1he looting of their shops,
homes apd cars, in addition lo their detainment
by the hundred. Moreover, the memo demanded
that every Arab who chose to remain in the city
should emjoy full freedom to live and work
there. The property of those who departed, it
added, should be protected. The Jewish party re-
sponded ambiguously. A few days later, Lhey es-
tablished an ‘administation of the cnemy's
property”. thus implying that all of Haifa's Ar-
abs were their enemies. In this way all the Ar-
abs’ properties, whether they left or stayed,
were subject to sequestration, and those who lefi
coold take with themn nothing bin the simplest
personal belongings.

Within a week, only 8,000 Arabs out of an
original population of 70,000 were still in the
city. The rest were driven out into a diaspora
that remains until the present day.

We welcorne iatters and mnﬁbmans;on.altgubjects raised on this page. Materfal may be edited for length and clarity; it should be addressed to M. Anis, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa St., Cairo; Fax: +202 578 6088; E-mail: weekly@ahram.org.eg

San Stefano:
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Ouw fathers and 'grax'\dfamers re=-

member San Stefano as the grand tra-

ditional hotel they used to admire on
the Comiche of the high class dlst'nct
of Zizinia in Alexandria. S
Overlooking the Mediterranean since
the tum of the century, San"Stefano,
which was developed to become one
of the most important hotels, wit-
nessed many events and different
eras. So many celebsities and pol-
iticians have stayed in this hotel, which
sarved as the summer resort for.of-

ficials of the Egyptian monarchy. The .

strategic orientation of the hotel macie-

it easy for anyone coming from_the .
past or west to reach it, as the hotel -

lies in the middie of the Cumiche.'t?_f‘

Alexandria which -extends for more
than 20km from Montazah to Ras El-
Tin.

The hotel was originally built of
‘55cm-thick limestone, and the ceiling
was made of a type of wood that is un-
available foday. It was the unique way
by which San Stefano was built, and
the material used in it which made it

" very difficult to renovate the hotel in

the "90s. By 1983 it was impossible to
"make any use of this magnificent old
building. Eventually it was shut down
and its licence was abolished.

For ail what San Stefano stood for,
and all the memories and history it
‘bears between its walls, it was es-
sential to put the traditionaf name into
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the modem time of the 21st century. It
is with great pleasure that the Hous-
ing, Tourism, and Cinema Company
offers this unique opportunity to the
distinguished businessmen and archi-
tects of our country io present their vi-
sions and ideas for this 30,000 square
metre area, that is open from all direc-
ions, in order to come up with a giant
project that will add to the beauty of
Alexandria.

The project comprises:

* A new San Stefano Hotel with an
intemnational conference centre and a
parking iot with a suitable capacity to
setve Alexandria’s increasing visitors.

" Entertainment and recreational ar-
eas including cinemas, theatres and

a reconciliation with history

sports centres.

* Shopping centres at intemational
standards, in addition to other activ-
iies deemed suitable and comple-
mentary to the place.

The 30,000 square metre area will
be given to the investor with all util-
ities; such as 3 VAS electricity, two
potable water pipes, one of four inches
and the other three. The sewage sys-
tem is connected to Alexandria’s main
system, at a six- and eight-inch con-
nection.

The Comiche opposite the land is
planned to be widened to six metres
towards the sea.

It has been proven through sensory
equipment that the underground water

is as deep as 25-30 metres in rock,
which enables the construction of an
underground parking lot.

The beach across the site is avail-
able to the investor for private use, be-
ing connected by a tunnel.

This announcement is addressed to
the serious investor with a unique vi-
sion, who is looking for a unigue op-
portunity to add authenticity to Alex-
andria, ‘Bride of the Mediterranean'.
Housing, Tourism and Cinema
Company
4 Latin America St.,, Garden City
Tel: 3560307 Fax: 3547883
E-mail: htchc@rite.com
Internet:
hitp://www.egy—htc—invest—opp.com
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Joining the

Goldman. Sachs and Co is a leading Wall Street
international investment banking firm with activ-
iies in Western Europe, the Americas. and the
cmerging markets of Southeast Asia, Africa the
Middie East and Central Europe. Its operations in-
clude mergers. acquisitions and project finance.
a» well us debt and equity capital markers.

Its Chairman and Chief Executive Qfficer Jon
Corzine is u General Parmer of Goldman. Sachs
and Co. He is also a2 member of the Nagonal As-
sociation of Securities Dealers {NASD) Board of
Governors, the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York's Imtermational Capital Markets Advisory
Commitee and the Public Securities Association.
In 997 e was appointed co-chair of the Pres-
idential Committee to study capital budgeting.

He spoke with Al-Akram Weekly duning a visit
to the region which included Expt as well as
Lebanon. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

Goldman Sachs kas oot had a strong presence
in Egypt to date. What briegs vou here now?
Conditions in the Egvptian economy have
changed dramatically over the past decade. As re-
gards the welcoming of outside capital and par-
tcipants in the Egvptian financial systent. things
have picked up over the past two or three vears.
Many of our cliems have shown interest in tn-
vesting in Egvpt today in a way that was not pos-
sible before.

You see this in welecommunications. in the cel-
lular bids that were extremely well-received by
the intermational community.

If our clients want to be here — we want to be
here. There are also important economic clients in
Egypl who want to have access to the outside
world.

How do you assess the Middle East region. in
terms of political risk?

We feel comtortable that there is an openness to
the peace process which is fundamental. We man
be in a period where things are slower — but in
the long run. we believe people in the Middle East
will prefer 10 have economic prosperity which iy
in everyone's hest interest.

It is quite obvious as well that there are points
of instability one canrot ignore. We are cautious
us to where we want (o participate .

That werks o Ezapt’s advantage, because there
is a growing sense here of stability and commit-
meni 10 an open economy Where vatsiders can
participate freely and on a fully equal basis with
those in the locul economy. T think this will be
very advantageous for Eqvpt over a4 period of
Lime.

You have po regional headquarters in the Mid-
dle East. Why is that?

At this point we have an important securities busi-
ness in the Middle East. We bave been a litde
lighier on the investment banking franchise. But
a5 liberalisation of these economics occurs. as
there is greater stability in the region. which we
believe will ovcur. we may establish physical Jo-
cations in several places.

How far have you been involved in the market
in Egypt?

This is my first visit io Egypt. but we have bad a
number of our senior people here. We've done
rapsactions and played advisory roles here, and

Jon Corzine,
chairman of
Goldman, Sachs
and Co, inan
exclusive interview
with Aziza Sami,
explains why his
investment bank is
looking to become a
‘an active
participant’ in the
Egyptian economy
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have had long-standing relationships with a num-
ber of impornant industrial and trading groups in
Egyvpr

But we have not created the depth of activity
Goldman Sachs nsually does. We want 10 expand
and broaden ocur efforts W potentizlly become an
active participant in the economy.

What in your view are the restrictions which
might face investors looking to move into the
Egyptian market?

There are currently a large number of economic
units heid by the public sector. There is still a lot
of privatisation 1o be done in imponant areas. Un-
til those units come onsream to the private econ-
amy. it makes it harder to do business than if you
had a Fully-privatised economy.

There i a list of numernous companies to be
privatised. That will make it more advantageous
tor a company like Goldman Sachs to participate
than it is now. This is one of the reasens our inter-
esl wasn't so deep len years ago. But it has
changed dramaticatfy today.

Which sectors of the Egyptian economy are
you fnterested in doing business with?

Clearly we would have an inwrest in the tele-
communicaticns activity. both as ar adviser and a
direct investor.

It is significant that the cellular phone offering
fiere was strongly oversubscribed. There are a
number of foreizn partcipants. some of them stra-
tegic, in the sense that they will bring operating
skills. There are also others who are financial par-
ticipants.

1 am sure that we will also be active in the pri-
vatisation of insurance units that is under con-
sideration.

We will have a look at how the banking sector
involves the private sector over a period of time.
We have an wmterest in the brokerage business as
well We are also looking at real estate in-
vestrments.

The major infrastructural projects have caught
our attention as well, and we're thinking abom
how we could participate in them. by bringing in
outside money or oulside participans.

Which mega-projects would you be interested
in? Would your participation be a direct in-
vestment, and would it be with the private or
the public sector?

I'm not in a2 position to discuss the specifics of
what we are going to do. A number of our clients
outside Egypt would be interesied in those pro-
jects.

What is your assessment of the Egyptian econ-
omy?
This trip has reinforced what [ have been hearing
ahout the solid nature of the changes that have oc-
curred. You did go through a slow-down after the
Luxor inciden: last fall and the Asian problems.
as well as the full in oil prices. None of these have
contributed 10 swengthening the Egyptian econ-
omy, and vet despite that you've done reasonably
well.
You have a 1.5 per cent growth rate, and in-
flation is still at very Iow levels. after having
come down dramat-

We have par-
ticularly tatked

L cmeeam ically over the past
L few wyears. Given
the stresses a nem-

with the Egyptian
government  aboul
the port project
along Suez. one
that has serious po-
tential  for ws, -
whether as an agent
or an investor. We
also discussed other
projects. including
airports.
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‘Egvpt has a very strong foundarion for the future.
You have met [fthis is how well Egvpt does in a period of stress,
with Prime Min- how will it do in a period which is much more be-

ber of developing
economies have
had to face, I think
Egvpt has done re-
markably well in
this period.
=  This means Egypt
has a very stroag
foundation for the
future. if this is bow
well Egvpt does in
a period of swess,
bow will t do in a

ister Kamal El- . 2P period which is
G . and nign and supportive: much more benign
Minister of Public and supportive?

Enterprises Atef Ebeid. Have yon met with
anyone from the private and banking sectors?
We met people from the private sector. We would
like to be a partner with some of them who might
take a stake in telecommunications, whether it is
cellular or core communications.

We lLike being a direct investor. but unti] we
know the environment here well enough to
have confidence as to how to panicipate, we
will work with parners in our direct in-
vesmments.

How do you view the developing capital mar-
ket in Egypt. and opportunities for investment
in it?
To me as 2 person who sits on the NASD Board
of the US. ihe strategic directions taken by the
Egvptian stock exchange make a lot of sense. In
executon, policy and strategy. they are on the
right track which will lead to more mature mar-
kets. The volume is picking up.

Particularly important are the early steps we've

heand of by public pension funds who 7w Be-
cipnine, i 2 very small way, o invesl in masal
funds panticipating in the local sezkst.

Is vour interest in Eovpt as 2 capital emarket in
any way connected to the recemt troabies in
Asta?

There is very litile conpcction Ocir »f oo st
tesic principles is that the more we Broicen e -
o35 where we participaie, the fesy depepdoncy we
have on any one area. We probahiy wauhd dave
had an interest here had Asia happensd or L.

There is a debate in Egypt over the spred with
which the economy should be opened up i this
point in time. Some have called for slowing
down the rate at which Global Depository Re-
celpts (GDRs) are issued for hasic company
shares, saying that this makes the Egyprian
economy mere valnerable to the Soctaations of
the international market, In your view, how
can the dilemma of frying o protect the na-
tional economy while at the same time in-
tegrating globally be resolved?

The market-place will assess what the oredn.
worthiness of Egyvpt is. whether it particizaies =
icternational bomd and equity marksts ar cot I
people can't make transparent jedzemioats, i€ wili
restrict the flow of capital to Exaypt thas van im-
prove the economy.

When vou have GDRs, they act as beavhmarks
in the global markewplace for those who mighi
want to make private investments. ot assess the
simation. Markers are volatile and changing.
whether vou have GDRs or not. 2ad so¢ do not
have a wealth of those.

Private investmenis have palied back after the
unfortunale Luxor incident and the problems m
Asia. This would have happensd. whether theee
were GDR issees or not. [f's just that the GDRs
can measure the volatility because thev're out
there.

There will be 2 public sector bank slated for
privatisation this year. How do you assess the
Egyptian banking sector, and are ¥ou inter-
ested Ty any bank privatisations?

1 am sure we will examine the potential for that.
But it will be complicated because one will not
oaly have the issuc of working with the bonk
which will be privatised. but will also hava o pro-
ject what other banks might be privatised. and in
what time-frame.

b depends on the privatisation scheduie. wheth-
er it will take tew years, or will be done in se-
quence. You might say one franchisc is mote n-

ing than the other, se you have 0 Jook ar
whar the franchise sequencing is.

On a personal note, how do you reconcile your
financial respounsibilities with being on the
board of directors of the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Centre, and a Director of the
New York Philharmonic — a5 well as with
sour academic commitments?

It is important for leaders of institutions to express
an interest in sociery. It keeps one a little mare
Balanced, and it is fon in some ipstances,

And frankly. simce many of the people I meat
the New Jersey Performing Ans Centre and the
New York Philharmonic do business with Gold-
man Sachs, #t makes good business sense.

A long wait and a mixed reaction

The People’'s Assembly has provisionally approved a new bill which aims to place the public and private sectors on an equal footing when na-
tional projects are put out to tender. Gamal Essam El-Din and Niveen Wahish report

A long-awaited bill entitled “The Regu-
lation of the Bidding and Tender Pro-
cedures Law™ received a mixed reaction
on its recent debut before the People’s
Assembly. The 43-article bill, topping a
list of new economic bills aimed at im-
proving the investment climate in Egypt,
airns to bring legislation up to speed with
recent developments in project imple-
mentatiog and {o eliminate the bost of
procedures which currently confront pub-
lic sector agencies and private en-
trepreneurs when submitting bids and
tender offers for national projects.

The bill applies to all siate ad-
ministrative agencies and national ser-
vice and economic organisations. If it is
adopted, such operations as providing
services., purchasing equipment, imple-
menting projects. contracling and tech-
nical works, and conducting consultancy
research will all in the future be put out
1o tender, However. the system of direct
contracting would be permitted for work
where the value per operation is in the re-
gion of LE100,000 or more, as against
the present minimum of LE+000. The
prime minister is also empowered by the
bill to sanction specific agencies to resort
to the systemn of dircct contracting pro-

vided that the value per operation is over
LE300,000. The same right will be grant-
ed to the minismies of defence and mil-
itary production.

The objective of direct contracting, ac-
cording to the bill's explanatory note, is
to speed up investmen! project contract-
ing procedures. Altogether, the bill sanc-
tions four different forms of bidding pro-
cedure. These are limited Dbidding,
domestic bidding. limited negotiations
and direct conmracting. The bill also ex-
empis cooperative societies from paying,
provisional or final insurance payments
provided that the value of a bid or tender
offer submitted by one of them for a cer-
tain project or service does mot exceed
LE100.G00.

According 10 Hamed El-Shenawy, MP
of Port Said city, the bill, which is an
amendment of Law 9 for 1983, is pri-
marily intended to create a transparent
system of submitting bids and awarding
contracts for national projects. Under the
current law, be argued. contracts are
awarded mainly according to critena of
cost, regardless of the efficiency of con-
tractors. “This was discriminatory against
the private sector because most bids for
government prajects were thus being

awanded to public contracting firms, re-
gardless of how efficient they are.” said
El-Shenawy.

Mohamed Khalil Adem, an MP for
Alexandria, blamed the current bidding
law for the collapse of a number of apart-
men: buildings during and afier the 1992
earthquake. He was supported by Talaat
Mustafa, an MP and coniracting tycoon,
who claimed that the current system has
essentially served to swell government
debis to public contracting companies
such as the giant Arab Contracters Com-
pany.

“These debts stem from the fact that the
government found it easier to award pro-
jects and services to public contracting
firms so as not to be under an cbligation
to pay for these projects or services on
time. The result is that the government
now owes amrears of LE15 billion to pub-
lic contracting firms,” said Mustafa.

Mohamed Abul-Enein, MP and chair-
man of Ceramica Cleopara Company,
also argues that the new bill comes at the
right time to open the door for mult-
natonal ions to help implement
the new BOT and BOOT projects in
Egypt. “The current law is very domestic
in pature and falls far shorr of the re-

Aiming for $1 billion

Egyptian officials and businessmen pushed the country’s econom-

ic partnership with the US one step further

forward last week

FOLLOWING a visit to the US, Minister
of Trade Ahmed El-Guweili said that US
officials had agreed to extend preferential
treatraent 1o a greater number of Egyptian
exports to the US. The decision will mean
that seven per cent of Egyptian expotts (0
the US will enjoy cusioms excmphons.
Previously. only four percent of Egyptian
exporisenjoved the exemaption.

A 150-strong Egyptian delegation visit-
ed the US o assess recent developm;:i:;s
in the Egyptian-American parmership.
particularly the seting up of 2 free-trade
zone between the two countries. Tiey
also discussed how to increase Egypliao
exports 1o the US to 51 billion by the year
2000.

Esvpl's delegarion at the two-day talks
w:rsgyhg;ded gﬁa\'ousscf Boulros Ghali,
mninister of economy, and included Ab-
med Guweili, minister of trade and Mo-
hieddin E-Gharib. minister of fnance.

During meetings of the joint Egyptian-
US committee fer economic growth, the
American side said it appreciated Egypt’s
economic reform programme and its pos-
itive results. Tt also said that Washington
would continue 1o support the couUnGY's
plans to ativact more foreign investments.
The Egyptian team ined the im-

of cooperation with the US is
trade, investmeni and technology.

US officials said the results of the talks
will be submitted to Vice-President Al
Gore before his upcoming visit to Cairo,
scheduled to start 2 May.

The strategies Empﬂi(;yed by bolho:lml_'l-
tries lo improve enviromment in

was one of the main issues dis-
cussed during subcommitice meelings on
sustainable development The US is 10
grant Egypt $6 million (o help it protect

Edited by Ghada Ragab

the Nile.
In 1994 Presidenmt Hosni Mubarak and
Gore announced. the ip for BEc-

cnomic Growth and Developraent, which
stives 10 promole equilable economic
growth and create private seclor jobs in
Egypt. The partnership also seeks to
boast economic ties, focus on private sec-
tor trade and investmem and establish a
dialogue on bow w make it easier to do
business fn both countries.

The parmership, composed of a joint
commitiss set up fo study economuc
growth, includes cabinet members from
the two Three sub-
comimittees work alonpgside the joint
COMmmirtes.

The presidents’ council, an advisory
body, was established 1o resolve problems
confronting US and Egyptian business-
men It is primarily a private sector in-
itiabive, and has the suppest of Washington.

fairements of multinational corporations
thinking of entering the Egyptian mar-
ket.” said Abul-Enein.

Another gronp of MPs, however,
argued that the bill is stll unbalanced in
more than one article. According to
Mahmoud Hassan. chaiman of the As-
sembly’s Housing Commitice, the bill
says nothing about the fine which
should be imposed .on administrative
agencies if they fail to pay the fees that
are due on time. “The bill is clear about
the fine (o be imposed on contractors
but keeps silent about the administrative
agency’s liabilities. This is dangerous,
seeing as the valve of the coniracting
market in Egypt is as much as LE4Q bil-
lion,” said Hassan.

Zakaria Azmi, chief of presidential
staff, also spoke against the proposed
special exemption for cooperative so-
cieties. saying that “this could be con-
sidered as nnconstitutional.™

Two features are of special interest to
busipessmen: first, the annulling of the
gﬁclc which start;: that comracé_s should

awarded to cheapest offer,
vided the specifications are suital:-le:!::é
second, the provision that tenders should
not become a2 mafter for ncgotiation,

with bidders being asked to lower their
price. The proposed law also makes it il-
legal for high officials to give direct or-
ders to select a given bid regardless of
the other offers that may be on the table,

According to Adel Selim, in charge of
Cairo sales of Mantrac, a company spe-
cialising in heavy machinery, the new
law should effectively solve the prob-
leros that beset the old law. He points out
that one major drawback of the current
law is the fact that the lowest-priced bid
is always chosen re; of the tech-
nicai content of the proposal. *This often
meant that quality was overlooked,” said
Selim. “Quality has a price,” he warmed.
Under the new law, it will no longer be
the case that the cheapest bid amo-
matically wins.

Selim aiso said that ander the current
law, the authorities invite bids, and after
recejving the offers, go back 1o the bid-
ders to renegotiate: the price. In this way,
the companies are oftea obliged vo drop
their prices.

“This was confusing, In presenting a
bid, a company shouid make its lowest
offer. But knowing that the price might
be up for renegotiation, the company
would want to retain a margin, so they

would have space lo make further con-
cessions.”

Under the new law, such bargaining af-
ter bids have been submitted will no
longer be allowed.

Ayman Mohamed. a small sczle man-
ufacturer and installer of laboratory fur-
nitare, agrees with Selim on this point:
“Under the new law, [ can make my best
offer kmowing that I will not be pressured
into lowering 11 later on.™

Mohamed also praised the ncw Jaw for
stressing the importance of quality over
price and for granting preferenial treat-
ment 1o products with a higher per-
centage of local components.

However, Mohamed thinks that the
new law will not favour small producers.
He explains that under the current law the
cheapest offer would win, so long as it
matched the minimum specifications re-
quired. However. according to Mohamed.
under the new law the history of the op-
erations of the bidding company has also
to be taken into account. “This means that
large suppliers, with roore experience and
more capacity to produce better quality,
;:I heo!pxl';fmed “;, small producers who

Y I ve much experience. bur who
can make a cheaper offer.”

The privatisation experts

An Egyptian financial company has beaten global heavyweight competitors to win
the mandate to privatise a Jordanian company. Sherine Abdel-Razek reports

Head-10-head with nine internationally-
koown investment banking groups, the
Egyptian Financial Group (EFG-
Hermes) has come cut on top to-win a
$100 wiltion mandate 10 act as the lead

" manager for the privatisation of the Jor-

dan Cement Factory.

With the best technical offer and the
second cheapest price, EFG-Hermes
came out ahead of big names like Mer-
ryl Lynch. Salomon, Smith Bamey.
CCF and Cinbank.

The mandate makes EFG the first-ever
Egyptian or Arab [nancial group to
manage a foreign privatisation scheme.

Jordarian officials were quoted by
The Financigl Times as saying that
EFG-Hermes' ¢xperience in the privat-
isation of Egyplian cement production
gave i a strong lead in technical evajua-
ton, in addition to a highly competitive
price. EFG holds a local record in hav-

Ing managed the privatisation of three
ccment companies.

Hassap Heikal EF('s executive dj-
reclor, said that offers were assessed on
a basis of 60 per cent technical and 40
per cent pricing. EFG’s offering was the
best in technical terms and the second
cheapest.

EFG’s fees will be 0.4 per cent of the
selling price, compared to the French
CCF bid of 0.3 per cent. Most of the oth-
er bids would have charged wmore thap
ole per cent.

Heikal sajd that EFG will act as a fi-
nancial adviser to the Jordanian govern-
ment, Tt will help evaluaie assets and
their selling off either through pablic
subscription on tbe Amman Stock Ex-
cbénpg or z% an agchor investor.

G is Egypt's premier investment
banking firm with 25 per cent of the
market. It has raised LE2.6 billion aver

the last three vears in primary and sec-
ondary offerings of Egyptian companies
out of which LEI .8 were privatisation
transaciions. It has acted as financial ad-
viser to the Egyptian goverament in
about 20 major privatisation schemes.
lﬁcll!q.lng 'a?:dpcl;e cent of Medinat Nasr
ousing velopment Corapan
and the two offerings of Easern Tng
bacco. comprising LES30 million worth
of shares. It has alse advised on most of
the offerings in the cement sector.
'Heikal said that EFG is considering re-
gional expansion and 1hat Jordan would
conslitute a first step: “It is true that we
acted as an adviser in the be-
tween the United Sandi Commercial
Bank and Banque dy Caire but that was
donc upon the orders of the client. In
Jordan it is differen;. We planned to g0
there and bid for the mandate and we

won

gyptian game
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. H tons of anhydrous glucose. This output will not only - from Egypt and Saodi Arabiz, among them Dr Tal- -
e cover Egyprian requirements of bot willalso lal Ghazawi, Mr Abdallah Al-Tweigri and Mr {Left) Signing the agreement are ifrom
o allow for export 10 the Arab wodd and neighbouring  Haroed E}-Wannis. right) Dr Mobhamed Abdel-Moneim Om-
R counmies. S:gnmgd:ecenmonlheﬁums:dewasﬂ!e ran. Mr Amr Kanap, Dr Ibrahim Ezzat,
) t Sorbitol 70% is considered a basic ingredient for  Austrian Commercia! Conasellor Dr Martin Glaiz; Mr Tristan Schuitze, Mr Mustafa Kamel
TE pharmaceutical, foodstdf and health & beanty in-  Mr Stephen Kuzmits, vice-chaivman of the Anstrian Murad, Mr Stephen Kozmits, Dr Al El-
T dustries and is used in a moltitnde of other fields, .- company Vogelbusch; and Mrr Tristan Shultze. tech- Sidmi, and Dr Martin Glatz
| Anhydrous glucose is considered a basic ingredient  nical manager of Vogefbusch. From the Egyptian {Above) Dr Ibrahim Ahmed Ezzat, chair-
=y compengatory medicsl solotions,  side was Dy Tbrahim Ahmed Ezzas, represeptative of man of the board, Citro-Misr and repre-
oS dehydnnonfmmnhsmdadvmcedfwdsm&. - the sharcholders; Dr Ali El-Silmi, member of the sentative of the shareholders, Dextro-
Total investment cost of the will:nchLE?S founders” committes; Mr Masuafa Kame] Murad, e AT - =~ . . i Misr
million, while the factory i wﬂlbebui'l:anmm member of the founders’ committee and gemeril  s——- ' e
- of 30 thousand square metres in 10th of Ramadsn manager of the Joint Arzb Investment Co; Dr Mo-  monopoly of advanced countries. This project is a il materials used in the production of phar- It is also worth mentiening that Egypt’s entry into
g Production is expected 10 by the end of 1599, hamed Abdel-Moneim Omran, ing directorof  response to the call made by President Mohorned —macewicals and foodstuffs. It is wonth mentioning  this specialised field is considered an imponiant step
e ] Dextro-Misr's capital is held among a the Joint Arah Investiment Co; and Mr Amr Kxwm,  Hosni Mubarak for investment in the fields of ad-  that this project is nezring completion and will begin  in countering the effects of the GATT on the -
- SRR ate of shareholders from Egym and the Arab world, of the Abu Dhabi National vanced rechnology, the most important of these be-  production by the stant of next year. Citro-Misr is a  maceutical mdus:n in Egypt and the Arab world. It
. ; including the Arab. Investment Company (Egypt), Company for Foodsmifs. ing in the ficld of bio-technology. company that came abown as the result of coop- s through this important step of establishing a na-
! one of the most tompanizs in the field of project was the braimchild of Dr Thrahim Ah- Dr Torshim Abmed Ezze had previously es-  eration with the Ausrrian company Vogelhusch. itis  fional mdusm. for pharmaceutical raw materials that

: - plications within businasses, 21st Century” still looms ganisation (Shu'aa) came
. » Make cash advances at any branch of companies, govemmentand  above. up with the notion 1o have Following compietion of the programme, a range of career
s Banque du Cairs, |°°a“y2‘;':h6' o private °’95"’53"::‘s "‘"“d"l ) Nt‘l?“’r intemaﬁgl:;legrga?- an emargency Arbmmhfgd opportunities are available to individuals — either at a top
’ :ntematlonaily, any hme urs a wil In um ¢ genersl Isatans - S noonce. o business school, or a different field within the broad spectrum of

: rather, such. systerns were with the year 2000. Aware- quirements for 2 country to awareness of the Equity Research operation, as well as the
i designed to only handle ness of this problem is still  export and trade with other : andi : : :

5 . =5 o S two. These 6 ara al il among developing na-  countries. overall mvestmen't.proc_ess. The candidate _WIII gain expenepce
: « A secure means of making purchases unaware that this will lead to  tions in particular, and It is for this reason that the and become familiar with eamings, modelling and forecasting,
. ' an endless train of com- meanwhile the “Crisls ofthe Amab Scientific Media Or- statistical analysis, investigative research and business writing.

ANAGREEI\GENTmmf:hthmdmly
of technology to Dextro-Misr Co for sorbitol and an-

glucose production bas been signed. The'

hydrous
factmyw:llbetheﬁmofnslnndeypt.ﬂ:eAmb
world and Africa, and will be esiablished noder an
agzee?ﬂ?: with the Ausirian company Vogelbosch,
one o

hmlmdmgm oompamsopu-mugmtheﬁeldnf

Annual production rates
pmedmmch?jmmufsmbwmmz.sm

investment with imemational expertise in the f¥eld of
investment management; the Joint Arab Investment
ColEgypt) auunpanynotndfontslungexpmmee

mefamyneex-_

the field of rading and distributing foodstff materi-

“Jumayh Group, one of the leading Saudi associa

m:mmmmgm

als in the Amb Guif region; the Kaki Group (Saudi
Ambia),wlnchlnsmnwm‘mnemsmligypl.ﬂr

tions for investment and trade; the Baghla

: e — S . ——re—— S ——tyie
: CACE offering certificate in accounting * oaiwm ool Hutls . Dow Joes 3 Investment and business divectory in English
i L, srRE TR TS e T R s e i S g
4 ) and reafiss growth in natisnal production. - AR ols investment fields for Egyptians, Arabs and foreigners, in ¢r-
i, : g‘mmﬁmwmmmm?ﬁ - roserves Micete Eat or Econoris Servces s Pubaned an
o S verslty in Calro fs now mc""""“'m‘ga"m"" ‘“""‘"""”‘;‘H . investment directory for Egypt m_Engfish, giving invesiors a
L Es maragetet, sty b S e o S, cormpany profles 2 and cusoms eauiaions, mveing 1 6
S ST Dot e i row e ndesrace e e mieh o,
. "’Wu‘ . . Services at telfax 3351 141,3606804.
o The fruits of Austrlan-Arab-Egyptlan cooperation:
o h*‘ Contract signed to transfer know-how and supply of equipment
Ry to Dextro-Misr Co for sorbitol & anhydrous glucose production
LD, W
SRR - . .. for the first time in Egypt, the Arab world and Africa
4-3 Total project vaent: LE75 million Project location: 10th of Ramadan City on 30 thousand sq. metres

The
med Bzzat, a5 part of a plan to invest in bio- ablished the Rrst factory mEg)'pt.'mdﬂleArab
technology which Egypt and the Arab world re-  world for the production of citric acids and its salts,
{Citro-Misr) which is considered one of the most vi-

quires and which until now has been considered a

@ Arab Land Bank @

Deposits - credlt Investment

PRIME Minister Kamal El-Ganzour in-
augurated the Made in India exhibition on
15 April 1888 at the Cairo international Con-

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa and Minister
of industty and Minaral Wealth Soliman
Reda. Welcoming the two ministers were
" Mrs Suseela Gobalan, minister of industry
of the Indian state of Kira; Mr Virendra Gup-
ta.lndiand'larged'ﬁalresmCauro Mr B
. . ciniinierce Sacretery at the Indian
-Embassy" Mrs Manny Makal, press advisor;
and a larg® number of Egyplian and Indian
businessmen.

Following the inauguration of the Made n
India Exhibition, Prime Minister Ganzourt
announged that President Hosni Mubarak
would be visiting India sometime this year.

Ganzourl addad that there are a number

Increased services - Easy to

. work with - Save time and money

Headquarters 78 Gameat AI-Dawal
Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin

@

of joint ventures between the two countries
currently underway, and that an Egyptian-
indtan businessmen's councll had been
formed, with one session having already
convened in India and another to be con-
- vaned fn Cairo.

The exhibition also pinpointed the areas of

trade interest between india and Egypt, and

the forthcoming period Is expected to  wil-

ference Centre. Among the attendees were

nesmeslgrmgafanumberol’coop—
efalive agreements. The prime minister ex-
plained that the volume of trade between

" Egypt and other countriss is conditional on

through Citro-Misr and Dextro-Misr that an ad-
vanced national worldorce trained in different fields
of bio-technology will be created.

global and regional conditions. The volume  § -

of trade between India and Egypt is con-
tinually flourishing, with Indian exports to
Egypt increasing from $128 milion in 1994
to $223 million in 1997, an increase of 74
per cent over the course of 3 years. Egyp-
” tian exports to ndia in 1994 reached 5224
million, whila in 1997 they reached 5187
million. The total vofume of trade between
the two countries reached $410 million in
1997, a figure which can be doubled dur-
ing the current and forthcoming years, es-
pecially due to the trade [iberalisation that
each country is experiencing at present.
‘Dr Xamal ElGanzouri also called for
Egyplian product exhibitions to be held in
all paris of indiz, due to India's large mar-
ket araa and population, which make it an
ideal country to encompass all kinds of
Egyptian products. Cooperation between
Indian and Egyptian businessmen through
jomt ventures can only bring about fruitful
results which would fill the gap between
the two countries.

indusiries.

the the effects of the GATT can be countered, and
such an indusiry would alse benefit other important

Kamal El-Ganzouri inaugurates the Made in Indla Exhlbltlon
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EQUITY RESEARCH ASSOCIATE

Credit Suisse First Boston is a leading global investment banking
firm providing comprehensive financial advisory, capital raising,
sales and trading and financial products for users and suppliers
of capital around the world. It operates in over 50 offices across
more than 30 countries and 6 continents, and has over 10,000

Banque du Caire Visa

Transferable in all currencies

withiout the risk of carrying cash. -

Banque du Calre Visa card can be
used to make purchases in any

s Cash advances can be made at any of
our branches, which also offer free
market exchange services in foreign

‘The forthcoming encounter
with Crisis 2000

MANY of those who work
with computer applications
and data systems, such as
managers and decision-
makers, do not realise that
pressni-day computer sys-
tems are not capable of pro-
vessing the four digits that
make up the year 2000 —

public overall.

Nearty alt the nations of
the world have formed sev-
aral high-level committees
seeling ways to counter
this problemn. Great Britain
and the United States, for
example, both rushed to is-
sue standands for complying

:National Bank of Egypt

employees.

granting  certificates  of
compliance with the year
2000 crisis have appsared,
and the GATT may have &
provision added to it call-
ing for a Century Com-
pliance Certificate, in addi-
tion to an ISO cerificate
as part of the standard re-

from 27-28 May, during
which experts and pro-
fessionals from  difforent
parts of the Arzb world will

currency; which are then transfemed _ convene to discuss this vital experience in Finance/Accounting. Fluent Arabic is a prerequisite
into Egyptian poinds. Awssity s o g NBE Socutis Mkt e o 516 A v‘f;;‘; ;":"m;':ﬁ::“d‘;‘;of"; for one position. Excellent writing and analytical skills paired with
- Easy payments'on purchases and the crisis. communication and organisational ability, as well as computer
advances; up to 45 days' wnhout Nessim Al-Samadi, chair- literacy are essential. Previous experience in bank auditing would
accrument. man of the board of Shu/aa. be an advantage. In a normal working day you might be expected

said thal the conference
would be the first of its kind
in the region. "We in Egypt
and the Arzb wordd have

Equity Research Associates

To provide back up and support to Senior Research Analysts
working on Egypt and Turkey, assisting with the client and sales
staff communication, report production and financial analysis. The
position is part of a 2 year fixed training programme which has
been designed to provide college graduates with a stimulating
work environment which allows individual development and

banking and finance.
We require candidates with above average degree grades and

to tackle balance sheets or analyse financial statements,
complete in-depth company research and attend client meetings,

We are {ooking for

‘currencies, even during evenings,
weekends and official holidays
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lagged behind in keeping up
in this area. 1t is for this rea-

as well as being able to think on your feet, use your initiative and
have the ability io be abie to work well on a one-to-one basis with

Tha NBE Index hat decreasad by 1.92 poinis 74 son that the field is wide i
pos e sk s Yo/ 258 it 305,08 palres tor the Spen for national end inter. the senior analysts.
4 Innges Eocreases and decreases: national companies 10 dis Please send your CV and covering letter within 10 days to: 2
. play their p and in-
__ Cowgany __[o] Company [ tegrated  solutions  in Rachel James N
Ao Pharmacestical {48, E-Watany Bank 78 countering the crisis of the -
] o -8 e e o zemg‘,‘ o Kooun a5 Graduate Recruitment Manager : ﬁ
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ence and exhibition will be a
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New frontiers

On Sanmday, Egypt celebrales the 16th anniversary of Israel's
troop withdrawal from Sinzi The event Iamched a revolution
in the fortunes of the peninsula. which, until the 1967 invasion.
had been viewed by the cenrral government mainly as 2 buffer
zone. The way things are poing now, Sinat will soon become a
showcase for Egyption development. Statisticians are happy
with the steady growth of Simai's population in fecent years.
Stategists see the peninsula's build-up a5 a strong buffer
against foreign intrusion.

Sinai’s return to Egypt capped a [5-vear struggle, first by
arms and ther by diplomacy. Ismeli forces were pushed back
from the eastern bank of the Suez Canal in the 1973 War, and 2
pedce treaty was signed six vears fater. Under that twreaty, the Is-
raelis pulled out from all but a one-square-kilometre border en-
clave — Taba — ai the northern tip of Gulf of Aqaba. The In-
temanional Count of Justice quashed Isrel’s claim to Taba, and
Egypt recovered it in 1989.

Until the French expedition ai the end of the 18th century, the
peninsuly was the route taken by invading armies. For most of
this century. many Egyptions magined Sinai as linle more
than an expanse of desert with mountain ranges in the south,
graced by rich oil fields along the Suez Gulf coast and policed
by a few coast guard patrols.

That picture has changed drastically in the last 16 years. Lux-
urious tourist resorts have sprouted up along Sinai's coasts, at-
racting foreigners and Egyptians alike all vear round.

The Al-Salam Canal is being dug across the northern stretch-
s of the peninsula all the way from the Nile Delta. crossing un-
der the Suez Caoal. to Al-Arish near the eastern border. It will
permit the cultivation of half a million acres. The project is ex-
pected to draw at least two million people to settle in Sinai.
Furthermore, work began this month on a 225km-long rilway
line from the Suez Canal city of Ismailia to the border town of
Rafah. A free zone and an ihdustrial area are (o be established
in the peninsula just east of the Suez Canal bypass that flows
into the Mediterranean

War, peace and, now, development: Smai is, in many ways,
the last frontier.
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No rubber stamp for Netanyahu

Isrzel did all it conld to transform its 50th am-
niversary celebrations into a major inter-
natjonal media eveat. In fact such was the
fanfare witk which the celebrations were pre-
senied on American television that one might
have thought it was a US national holiday,
rather than a landmark in the history of ope of
its friends and allies.

However, an occasion of such historic im-~
portance to those people who are directly con-
cerned by it should not be seen a8 an op-
porumnity 1o freeze and idolise the past
Rather, it should also look forwards to the fu-
ture and define ways in which Israel can ac-
commoddiate to the demands of change.

Over the first fifty years of their hislory as a
modern pation, the Israelis have consmructed
their state, their philosophy and their milivary
and civil instiutions on the conceptual basis
of a never-ending state of war against “the en-
emy.” Since then times have changed, and it
would seem only natural thai thewr outlook
should change accordingly. The last Labour
government realised this and took the first
sieps in this direction. The currant Prime Min-
ister, in contrast, has done all in his power to
drag the region back into the climate that pre-
vailed before the peace process began. In so
doing. he bkas showed himself lacking in a
“peace culture™. He has cut himself off from
the path chosen by his predecessors who had
made peace their option. And, in so doing, he
has set himself against the ude of history.

1o this regard, [ pause to cite a prominent
Jewish American who, on the occasion of the
50th anniversary of the founding of Ismel,
wrote: “Those in the US administration and
Congress who support peace in the Middle
East need something more than just opinion
polis conducted among American Jews to as-
sess the extent to which they support peace
and oppose the policies of Binyamin Ne-
tanyzhu. Whar they need 13 a positive sense
that there is effective support for the peace
movements. Instead of passively partcipating
in the celebrations of the 50th anniversary of

;t 17

Peace is not only a
moral imperative, says
Ibrahim Nafie, itis
also part of the
movement of history

the establishment of Israel, which is auto-
matically construed to imply full support for
cumrent Israeli policies, American Jews who
support peace should come up with an al-
temative commemoration that will attract the
attention of the US media and focus primari]y
on respect for the making of peace. They
should not allow AIPAC [American-Israeli
Public Affairs Committes] and its Jewish sup-
porters to continue to intmidate the White
House and to mobilise total support in Con-
gress for policies which consolidate the status
quo in the occupied Aszb territories, create @
climate conducive to temorism and thus ul-
timately harm the fotare of Israel This is not
what the peace process requires at all and
they should do something about it on this ac-
casion.”

The cument Istaeli leadership could not be
more inimical © the “peace cullure™ repre-
sented by the commentator above. Ordinarily,
one would suppose that political [eaders are
chosen for their qualities as statesmen. for their
ability (o rise to the challenges of history and
for their capacity to make clear-sighted de-
cisions based on a range of realistic options.
The current Israeli leadership is cleady an ex-
ception to this rule. The path to peace has been
clearly definped. Tt requires an Israeli with-
drawal from the West Bank and Gaza and the
establishment of a Palestinian state on these

temitories. Even Rabin eveptually came to un-
derstand the self-evident truth that there can be
no peace s Jong as the Palestmians are degied
the right to statehood on their own land.

There was a time whea Rabin did rot accept
these principles, nor could he have imagined
coming to accept them. He simply acted m ac-
cosdance with the prevalent xm.mmhf lity that bis
state was on a permanent war-footing, as was

appropriate given Israel’s special relation
with the US and jts role in forwarding CS
cold war strategy in the Middle East How-
ever, both Rabin and Peres possessed the po-
litical vision that enabled them io rise to the
leve! of true statesmen and, faced with a2 ma-
jor historical tuming point, act in the larger
interests of their natton and their people. As a
resuit, Rabin and the Labouar Party leadership
came 10 recognise those realities they had for-
mesly geﬂ.ltsedto ackpowled&: a&dhtheyam:d
accordingly. They signed accords,
wherebyﬂ};cymcepmdthcprincipleofland
for peace and, consequentiy, the establish-
ment of 2 Palestinian state.

Netanyabu has persistently sought to ander-
mine the foundations laid by his predecessors.

realising that he is tearing dowm the very
bridge on which he is standing — the bridge
that should [ead him and his people towands

only bring him onto a collision course Wi
the Paiﬁnmansg' iaps and the neighboring Ak
counmies, but with the MROr mecTRahCdd.
forces whose strategic outlook has altered i3
fine with recent changes im the world ordes.
Thesa forces will oot conunpe fof fogy o 3.
low Netaoyshu to Cresle a sination Ay
If Esraed s3if) has sufficient ipfluence witkin
US pofitical institutions o pressurc them it
not Geking political decisions which the cur-
renit Isracti prioee minister disapproves of, this
is pevertheless only a transitional phase At s
certain point, these institwtions Wil revice
will come when they reahise thar Iirael's
pmnldemmmeinmmua!mﬂmwh
their own vital interests, If the Jsraeh ap-
niversary spectacle in the US failed to assume
its trye significance, it was because those who
mounted it excluded from it all wace of these
self-evident considerations. ]
Cultvre is, in essence, 2 sei of attituges. [
the past, nationalist cultore was teri
by the belief that the security and survival of
the state rested upon the miitaristic mobsit-
isation of popular iecling, the accumulation of

counter o the
within Israeli society iself. : )
The sbsence of any acknowledgement of
this fact from the celebrations of the Sith an-
niversary of the establishment of the ste of
lsmelaslheg;ofmwcdehatcddmb:gﬂn LS has
thus been oundly di Ang 10 many
American Jews. That is why they refose
Tet the occasion pass as though it were noth-
ing bt a rubber stamp condoming Ne-
tanvalw'’s delermination fo undermsme the
prospects for peace. = :
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Can Ulster help the Middle East?

Tony Blair's remarkable achievement in bringing the Northem lreland peace talks o a
successiul conciusion has raised hopes that he can help break the current impasse in
the Middle East peace process. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed assesses the prospects

L __________________________________ |

Twice in close succession re-
cently. highly volatile and appar-
ently imeconcilable conflicts
were peacefully resolved through
negotiations. The hrst was
recent crisis in Irag, the second
was the long-standing crisis be-
tween Protestants and Roman
Catholics in Northern Ireland.

In both cases. deadlines were
set for reaching a solution, al-
though in the case of Ulster the
pegotiators went on bargaining
well past the deadline, which
was extended by saventeen
bours. The idea of imposing a
time-frame was to force the par-
ties 10 fix their priorities and
make the pecessary, admivtedly
difficult, choices that any com-
promise solution entails. In both
cases, the mechanism succeeded
in forging concessions from the
protagonisis. leading many to
copsider using the same ap-
proach towards conflict-
situations as complicated as the
Basque problem in north-west
Spain, or, closer 0 bome, the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

Of course, the situation differs
from one case to another, as does
the involvement of the great
powers in the search for solu-
tions to such conflicts, that s,
whether they are willing to ep-
gage themselves in an active role

hosting
the case of the predominantly
Protestant province of Northern
Ireland, the British are closer to

the Protestant majority, who call
themselves unionisis or loyalists
and want Ulster to remain part of
the United Kingdom. while Sinn
Fein, the political wing of the
irish Republican Army, enjoys
strong support in the United
States. Indeed, the US has been
2 haven for generations of Irish
immigrants who today constitute
a powerful lobby in American
society. They enjoy the support
of the American president, not
only because he himseif is of
Irish descent but because the
Democratic party needs the Irish
vote if it is to prevail in the forth-
coming legislative and pres-
idential elections. The Roman
Catholics in Northem Ireland,
known as nationalists or re-
publicans, call for the unification
of Ireland and the independence
of Ulster from Great Britain.

We are thus dealing with a
conflict whose main regional
protagonists respectively are sop-
ported by two great powers, the
United Kingdom and the United
States. The excellent relations
between the top decision-makers
of the two powers created a sort
of balance which helped crown
the Northern Ireland peace talks
with success. Of course, Wash-
ington, unlike London, is not a
direct party to the conflict. Clin-
wn imerceded becanse Tony
Blair called on him to do so.
There is also the fact that a for-
mer American senator, George
Mitchell, has been acting as me-
diator between the parties in

70 ke Editor

Northern Iretand for many years.
He was instrumental in devising
the guidelines on which ihe re-
cent agreement was based.

It must be said too that condi-
tions were ripe for a break-
through. The warming factions
themnselves had become weary of
a conflict that has been going on
for generations, and London was
becoming increasingly aware
that the ime had come to bring
an end to a conflict that was pie-
venting it from concentrating on

other priorites. Northern Ireland -

may have been a priority at the

inning of the 20th cenfury,
when it was an important centre
of industry — the Titanic was

last decades. The City would
now prefer to shift its attention
to the promising markets of the
European  Union, aod con-
cenirate on coping with the chal-
lenge of a umified European car-
renc

Y.
It would therefore appear that
there is a globalist dimension to
the Ulsier peace seltfemnem.
Stare sovereignty is no longer the
sole factor which determipes
how relentless disputes are 1o be
overcome. A. basic premise of
the new political stractore in the

Meta'morphoéié; -
By Naguib Mahfouz

Islam is a religion which appeals to
the inteliect: it exalts knowledge. and
accords scientists a pre-eminedt piace.
increase the influence of the kish It has drawn on some of the most k-
Republic in northern affairs. But manistic elements of other
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united Ireland unless it is ap- sis of colour or economic

proved by a mazjority, which is and social status. Ab- :
not likely to happen uatil well solute equality between i
into the new cenfury. The deai, rich and poor, rulers and .- !
if approved in the referendumns, subjects: this fs the foom- .. .o !

would create a Northem Ireland 8

assembly that for the first time Istamic society.
would cooperate formally with
the Republic of Ireland. But the
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North will remain firmly tied to left wing as well as the moderate cen- ;
Britain.. Soch an' amangement ... |. Wre. The extremist, exclosionary inter- ]
makes relations berween Britain -~ | pretation of Islam which prevails ©- l
and Ireland, both members of the day is not a specificity of our times, !
Eurapean Union, less tepse. - IOF an innovation. As everything de-
A question worth pondeting is pends on context, however, 2 phe- |
how the mechanics of this nomenon at which we osed 1o laush |
agreement could be nseful 1o the has become 2 very serious threat.
intractable Arab-Israeli conflict. When [ was young, we foond extrem-

Tony Blair came to the site of
the conflict this week with s
many cards in hand: his startling tremist jdeas.
success in Ulster. his hoge pop- ;

Jeadentip of the Eutopesa Un.

ip of

ion,hisexcellem?el;a‘;:ﬁwith
the US president. He has suc-
ceeded in convincing both As- ;
afat and Netaoyzha io come to vironment, are fighting

E
&
§E
i
£
&
&
-4

London on 4 May for talks that They have become fierce in their de- -r
might being them face to face. fence of their nafrow inierpretations. |
This a_significant This poison has nothing to do with Is-

represents
step forward towards resuming
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More than waistlines

Sir- Mrs Jill Hassan, of Maadi, seems
10 have mispnderstood the point of my
commeats {“To the Editor”, Al-Ahram
Weekly, 9-15 April). Whereas most of
my comments deaft with dress. hair-
styles, jewellery and atsitude, the better

needs to “get real™!
Could she possibly have failed to no-
tice thet her wish to see people not

;
%
5

Bates among TV presenters. If she
zaps from one sateilitc channel to the
other on ber TV, she will be hard put
to find any either, whether from East
or West
Let me stessaulhelfact tl;allwasnot
talking about 2ll pluwp, fat, or cbese
peopie (take your chioice of adjecrives),
and I certainly did not exclude male
presenters from my remarks, Having
10 kilos myself which I dom’t

ith the difficolties encountered by
those wishing to lose weight. I quite
agree thai it is high time for women
everywhere to be accepted for what
they are, for whar they can contrdbute,
rather than for looking like Clandia

EE_E
:
E
E

Schiffer. When I spoke of accepied
noms for TV presenters, | meant the
norms accepted within a particular pro-
fession or occopation. 1 was com-

menting on the handful of people who -

present our programmes, and who, like
it or not, need to conform 10 an ideal-
ised image.

To take Mrs Hassan’s argument a lit-
tle forther, if there are no accepted

I don't know, but that is the way it is.
People who in movies and on
must usuzally look “pice™, what-
ever that meaps m their particular col-
for are ing some

d of romantic myth. As for the rest
of us mortals, we are free to look as
wapt, or muddle throngh as we

Lackily, we live in a countty where
one can still emit an opinion without be-
ing immediately sued for harassment or
discrimination., and even though it

British province of Northem Ire- lam, bat it is no less deadly for all
Iand is that it will be put to ref-  Middle East negotiations on that.
erendums on 22 May in the over-  procedure. But it still gives no
whelmingly Roman Catholic sign of progress on substance.
Irish Republic and in the mostly ‘This is where co
Protestant Nogth. It will give the with Ulster could be mean-
Catholic minority in Northerm  ingful.
Narrowing the gap

Sir- I read with great interest Salama A
Salam?;r;_ooimn,ﬁﬂed“%ﬁisdoushusi-
ness” Ahram Weekly, , m
_whichhelambastedtbebillonAﬁpm-
tection of the rights of religious minor-
ities cumently under review by the US
House of Representatives. As 2 Copt, I
m‘tageeer_nmpw:;!ferSI?lsamasre-
ga.tds rejection of an meddling
mEgypt'sinmalaffaizﬁ. It is indeed
srange that the US passes itself off as
mepmmctqr?{ishmn::{gh};sagbenim
own record in respecus com-
mendable. d
Muslims and Copts have common
problems &5 jans, However, it is
Dot at afl fair to deny the fact that Copts
do have their own problems. Yo pretead
that everything is just fine leads us to
nothing. A gap does exist berween Mus-
lims and Copts, and has been getting
wider since the early "70s. The real
problem is that both Copts and Muslims
misunderstand the essence of their re-

ligion.
Weshauldnot;dmtahenhbythemsy
pictire our mass media is trying to paint.
Something concrete mmdgnm
solve the existing problems. Rigotry
andpmmdmewobsuuctanymalm
standing. 'We mnst -
mindedoess,  Ohjectiviy, | and e
lightenment.

Tt is the duty of intell ectuais and men

rmmauem'cmmuﬁmaMmmmmsshmubaMmmem.EmwomemFa:cmasvaeoss]
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ké’cme up

Salama A. s:ilama

Party
favours

The youthful, friendly
Eﬂeﬂm the efforts to ensure

on in Is-
rael’s ﬁmfue:h anniversary

" celebrations went smoothly,

e

the exuberance a1 having
concleded peace with north-
em Ireland: Tony Blair's
visit was succesefal — if

only in form, not content. |

He convinced Arafar and
Netanyahu to travel 1o Lon-
don for bilateral talks with
Albright at the end of May.
it is hoped, thoogh not pre-
dicted, that these talks could
culminaie in a peace confer-
eace.

Although similar bilateral
meetings were held by Alh-
right with Netanyahu and
Arafat in London and Ge-
meva to no avail, some an-
alysts consider the

meetings
an achievement for which

Blair, as the head of the En-
ropean Union, muost be con-
g:mmlar.ed. Other than con-
veying the ipvitation,
however. Blair's role, which
has been described as use-
ful, positive and comple-
mentary 10 the US role, is
I:ngbiy unclear. Arafar's dis-
appointment came through
clearly at the press comfer-
ence when he imermpted
Blair by asking — or, rath-
er, entreating — him to kold
a mesting in London ai-
tended by the US, Israel,
Palestine and the EL.
Arafat had refused to meet
with Netanyahu unless some
agreement was reached on
Israel’s implementation of
the withdrawal provisicns in
the Oslo Accords. While no
one has any notion of the
developments that may have
tzken place since Blak™s
visit, it was noted that Blair
was reluctant to go inio any
specifics regarding ejther
implementation of the ac-
cords or the points of coa-
tention which have dead-
locked the Palestinian-
Isracli negotiations for a
year now. Blair reitersted
his advice that good in-

tentions were necded om |
both sides, and emphasised |

the prave implicaions if
Middle East peace efforts

fajl. Bur be mumbied his |.

condermmation of the con-
struction of new Jewish set-
tlements — EU policy clear-
lystatesthattheyjeopard!se
peace — and condemued

settlement expension under
his breath. His lone became
stern, however, as  he

dwelled on the division of |.

labour between the US mmd
EU. 'The 1alks in London,
he said, would revolve
around US proposals, which
is the same as saying that
London will do little more
than host the conference.

The US's proposals are a
secret so far. Bt according
o details which leak out
from dme 1o time, they per-
tain to Israel’s haggling on
the percentage of-occupied

Jand from which &t will

to withdraw — as if it
had the tie deeds to this
land. Israe] rejected the pro-
posals brought by Ross on
his most recent visit; no de-
wails of these are known. If
there is indeed a new in-
itative, it will entall more
concessions to Israel and
greater burdens on Pal-
estinian shoulders. This, no
doubt, is the gist of the new
ideas the US coordinator of
the peace process will bear
next week, as he preparcs
the grommdwork for the
meetiog in London.

Ross has concluded one
round of talks and is about
to laimch a new one. The
Btitish foreign minister was
followed by the prime min-
ister. So far, Isracl has
shown no sign of budging.
The only difference is that
Blan-playeduphlspmonnl
ties with [srael by par-
quanngmﬂ:eﬁfuethan—
piversary ceremonies. He
wished fo suggest, with ap-
propriate fanfare. that the
peace process in the
East is aboat to witmess a

breakthrough similar to the

irish-British selement. But.

despite his good offices and
his keen desire so foster a
Emropean role. he mnever
jooked at the details of the
Palestinian or Israeli posi-
tions: por did he mzke any
statement about which party
was impeding the peace pro-
cess.  Such matiers are
smcﬂyforﬂ'erS to decide.

The EU is always there 1o
clmcrandwave How could
Tony Blair win a battle lost
by Albright and by Clinton
himsclf” _
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All Israeli gmemmenld ts. including Mml;::au s, wommlhal Us
paoblic opinion could Tum against an pulicy adverse 1o
peace and detrimental

According to lsracli economic reports. the mrade deficii and
the conntry’s economy depend on foreign financing, to the nune
of $111 billion since the state of Istac] was establivhed. Almosi
two thirds of this amount consists of non-nefundable loans from
foreign governments, particukuly the US, the savings or pen-
sions of Jewish immigrants; and donations from Jewtsh argan-
governments. banks and individuals, Official loans from the
US povernment, chararterised by excessively long mamrities,
constitute the greater part of Israel’s external public debt.

The chronic defich resulting from military expendinge and
the expansion of settlements has always been a major wealness
in the Israeli economy. The cument balance of made not only re-
vedls kerael’s continued and heavy rcliance on exwernal re-
sources, but casts doubt on Israel’s ability to pursue its growth at
rales like those which prevailed Lhroughowt the early “90s.

Israel™s dependence gives an idea of the pressure
exercise on domestic 1sraeli politics. We need to boost the Clin-

the harm US double standards can cause.
Arab and intcrnational efforts should be -

stepped up to expand the sigmificant seg- )
ments of the American public thar ol

onomic and military support
the Netanyahu government iiself does pot
hesitate 1o harm US interests. . S

We must ask these potential allies why the 4 a
US persists in offering unconditional ec- %

Biting the hand

10 US interasts in the Middle East

remaining third consisis of Jeans {rom

the US can

administration’s frowing awareness of

decisions daraging to US inerests.

1o Israel, when

This week's Soaphox
recior of the Al-Ahram Cenure for Political =
and Strategic Studies. Abdel-A|III1

speaker is depury di- Taha

lhavejmmdfmmashmtmmeuhn.wbml '

participated.in a week-long festival dedicated oot only
10 the pedformance but also to the discussion of great
muosical works associated with German nationalism, a
pationalism, 1o one needs 1. reminded, that fed 1o the
ooﬂemvemsamtyofl—ﬁﬂeuanfamm'rhecoreoﬂhe
musical programme was a performance of Richard
Wagner’s opera Die Meistersinger von Nuremberg
(The Mastersingers of N which he com-
D iing s vast Tous-opers epcie, The Ring of he
of wrting vast four-opera cyc 0
N'M'"'fhﬁm gives Meistersinger its special char-

acter is xthn.ailom&allhsopﬂaso:tpsa

a happy ending, yet, becanse of one

ofmwthmnes.wuofpuumlarmpomncenm
* just 1o the Nazis bar to Hitler himself.

- The work was originally pexformed in 1868, ronghly
three years before the unification of Germany onder
Bismarck, bat it csthenscofav:r-
et German oati that reached paroxysms of

dnmie pmodofthe'!hnﬂkuch.mr
the very.end of the gigantic work, one passage in the
opera seems, io suggest that “holy German an™ must
be protected from foreign influences in order for it o
remain “German and tree™. This. alone was el-
evated bty the WNazis to the level of doctrine. Anything
that did not fit the prescription of what was wadi-

tiopally “German art™ was thersfore considered bad, _

and had. to be expunged — or so Wagner's later dis-
ciples and mterpreters suggested.

The opera is set in 16th-century Noremberg, which
Wagner saw as an analogy for the contemporary world

mwhmhhe]wed. At the core of the opera are a gronp

of “mastersingers,” that is, skilled singers who are ex-
perts in the rules and forms of waditional German cho-
ral art. They form a sort of guild, and yet at the same

time, each of them is a craftsman or bourgeois citizen .

the woman offered as a prize for the best singer.
Walther is a gifted muosician and poet, but is im-
mepauem%mls.l—ﬁsuval sandSmBechnm
own a mastersinger, an aspirant
Eva’s hand. By the end of the opera, the two men sing
in & contest for the right to marry Eva, except that
Beckmesser fails miserably (despite the fact that he

knows the rules very well), wheneas Walther wins be- .

canse, thanks to-Hans Sachs’s belp, he combines
knowledgeoftherul-wnh originality:
the contest is over and Walther duly crowned a new
mastersinger and hnsband of Eva, Sachs then sings 10
the assembled towns people of bhow im-
_portant it is 1o mnderstand the new, and yet not to for-
get “the traditional German masters™, andofmm-se
their genvine, “pure German art”™.
Overumc,‘Bechnmlmsbeenmtmmdbatbby
German nationalists and by anii-Germans as Wagner’s
pommtofahaled]ew.althuughmtbeopu'anself
Beckmesser is as German as everyone else and not ai
aﬂ]emsh.memse,m:heendofgyeopma.Beck-
messer disgraces himself, sings 2n ugly song, and is
thrown out of the contest, it has often been assumed
that what’ Wagner had in mind — notorious anti-
mtcthar.hewns was nothing less than a cer

%

Said, must present an

alternative view of how culiture

and politics are related

emony of ridding Germany of a hated member of its
society, that is, the Jew. And so the Nazis seemed 10
have thought: performances of Meistersinger during
the Nazi era were used on important state occasions 10
celebrale Germany's cultural purity and, at the same
time. 10 demonstrate how Jews were to be reated,
Since 'World War 11, a heated debate has raged
around this opera, which is acknowledged by all as a
great masterpiece: is it mainly a2 eulogy to German
culture, and hence a docoment of the kind of rabid

 German nationalism that led to Nazism and Ausch-

witz, or is it a work of art in which ogly thooghts and
ﬁghmhgsgé-gumsphyamkaynomm
determine the work's meaning? In Bexlin, then,
we debmed this point, especially since our de-
liberations took place in the German State

sight in the heart of what was the capital of the Third -

Reich.

It is pant of Wagner's endless complexity that one
can see in Meistersinger both the seeds of whar was 1o
come during the great Nuremberg rallies of the 1930s
a5 well as a humane and rich work of art thar mies to
show the connection between calture and an evolving
nation. To interpret Wagner oaly as 2 prophet of fa-
cism is. I believe, 10 miss what he himself also el
abounti the dengers of a nationalism that could go 100
far. What Sachs says at the end of the work, therefore,
is that people shoold remain in touch with their col-
lective past, yei also be able to develop by rec-
ognising new and valuable experiences that do not fit
the nationalist prescription. And it is new and Other
experiences that keep culture from freezing into a
hard set of doctrines: coftore is cultore only when it is
renewed., re-interpreted, re-lived. The death of culoure
is literalism, that is, the practice of wming tradition
and history into orthodoxy and authoritarianism.

A great dea] of this discussion in Geimany is rel-
evant to Arab cuolore, which s under-
going a similar process of selfsearching and re-
mvigoration. For us, however, our reladonship with
our own past, traditions, and art is complicated by our
encounters with the West and Isczel, both of which
seem to have deprived us of various continoities and
self-confidence. In both instances these two outside

still command an extragrdinary amount of

our attention since botk remain to challenge us cul-

turally as well as politically. The result has been an

astonishing costradiction between public defiance and

privaie anxiety, between ringing declarations of of-

ﬁcml patjonaliszn and abject collaboration with ocur
enemies. -

For years, the orthodox rhetoric of Arab nationalism
stipulated that Israel was an imredocible encemy, its ag-
gression against the Arabs an unacceptable collective
assault, fis very presence a burden from which we
needed to be liberated. Then all of a sudden it was
possible not only to accept Isrzel, but to cooclude
peace arrangements with the “Jewish state™, and at the

same time actively to solicit American mediation.
Even after the various peace amrangements revealed
that Israeli governments still had acrive designs on
Palestinian land, and Isracli seulers and soldiers re-
mained in possession of Syvian, Lebanese and Pal-
estinian territories. the language of the peace process
continued, at the same time thar America did nothing
to stop Israel, but i fact supporied the most extreme
ofukulﬂaeh governments. that of Binyamin Netanyahu's

So glaring and irreconcilable were the requirements
of Arab collective orthodoxy that all sonts of amazing
claims began to appear, many of them concerning Pal-
estine. Take as an excepuonal]y remarkable incident
the case of recent attacks on the Beirut Theatre (Mas-
rah Beirut). which orzanised a series of impressive
evenis to comunemorate the Palestigian side of Is-
rael’s fifty years (reported inAl-Hayar, 17 April).

The principal organiser. Elias Khouri, is a very gifi-
&d novelist, editor, and intellectual who has remained
committed to the secular and democratic goals of the
Palestinian revohnion. As 2 Lebanese citizen. he
could very easily have forgonen about Palestne, giv-
en that, since 19¥2. the whole issme has been sur-
rounded with ambiguities, compromises. and appall-
ingly difficult complications for the Lcbanese and
Palestinian peoples. But he, and his colleagues at the
theater, including Fawwaz Trabulsi among severa)
others, have remained comminted 10 the ideals for
which afl of us, Palestinian and pon-Palestinian, have
been struggling. the core of which is a belief in the pe-
cessity of justice, non-discrimination, and equality:
precisely those qualities of citizenship which lsracl
has denied the Palestinian people. The argument is a
universalistic one. that all peoples, regardless of re-
ligion, race or language. are entitled 10 the same civil,
political and haman rights. Given Israel’s radical mis-
teatment of its “non-Jewish™ citizens on the
of both religion and langnage. the only intellecrally
Tesponsible position is to assent the invalidity of such
discrimination, replacing it not with discnmination
for Arabs, but rather non-discrimination for all.

In this respect. therefore. the Palestinian struggle has
derived much of its moral argument from the support of
non-Zjonist Jews, especially those Jews in Arab coun-
tries like Morocco and Tunisia who have suffered pre-
cisely because they opposed the Zionism of their own
communities. This was also the case with Palestinian
Jews and, more recently, Sephardic Jews {from Yemen
and Iraq and Egypt), who went 1o lsmael but whose per-
secution becavse they were not Ashkenazi Jews has
rurned them inio puwc:ﬂ:l cdrics of the Jewish state,
One of the more interesting panels in Beirat was to have
been made up of a group of Arab Jews, all of whom
without exception — 1 think panicularly of the Mo-
roccan ITbrahim Sarfati, imprisoped for many years by
King Hassan — have paid very heavily for their public
support of radical non-Zionist ideas.

.idea thai people demand the same

culture, and nationalism

This struggle, writes Edward

How outrageous and unacceptable, then, the hue and
cry against Beinnt Theatre for inviting such people, on
the pretext that this was "pormalisalion™ with the Is-
racli enemy. The scheduled panel was cancelled. So
false and witerly specious is this notion that it rerns
us o the kind of discredited German nationalism that
culminated in German fascism, whose main cultural

against the German Jews was that they were
not “really” German, but outsiders whose presence in
some way sullied and tamished the pristine essence of
what, as Wagmer’s character had said in Meistersinger,
was “true and Gerroan™ (echi und Deutsch).

The notion that pure culnmes, pure identities, and
pure nations really exist is supremely arrogant and
without merit at all. No culture, no nation. po people is
free of an enormous variery of mixes. What would
Germany have been without ltaly, or without Greece
or France, or without the Slavs, and now the Turks and
Kords and Arabs that make up a large part of its
present reality? Very lintle, and very lite also if one
says, as Hitler and Goebbels did. that even German
Jews, who spoke German and considered German cul-
ture their culture, were not really German, as if being
really German was something that could be legislated
and even created in a laboratery.

Huoman history and reality are more complex than
that, and always contain “impurities™ that it wonld be
folly o exclude or destray. What is it, then, that we
have against Israel if we say that we want a “pure™
Palestine, free of Jews. free of everything thar isn't
pare Arab and Maoslim and Palestinian? Nothing ar ail:
we would be mimicking exactly what it is that we at-
tack. And how idiotic and narmmow-minded, how chau-
vinjstic and racist it is to define a person not by his/her
ideas and values, but by his racial origins. religion or
culiure.

What 1 found particularly important about the Ger-
man discussion is thal it took place at all. Our situa-
tion, it seems, does not permit honest discussion of
thar sort, as if the notion that there is a rea] Palestiniag
struggle on behall” of real freedom and democracy is
something that frightens the establishment. as if the
and con-
sideration from Israel 1owards the Palestinjan pecple
which it has dispossessed and oppressed is also an ar-
gument that should not be stated, and re-stated, withia
the Arab world.

Onc Tanguage and universal rights, although bonored
rhetorically, tam om to be very dangerous things when
spoken both at home in the Arab world and abroad in
places like Paris and New York The challenge is not
10 admit a double standard and two different lan-
guages, for that would be 0 fall info the very trap
which we claim [srael bas nol evaded. Our struggle
must present an aliemative view of how culmure and
politics are related, We cannot say that only Arabs can
spesk about Arabs, and only Arab Muslims can dis-
cuss Palestine. In other words, we musi either be part
of the solution or, terrible as it may be to admit, part of
the problem. The attacks on Elias Khoari and Beint
Theatre are a scandal of hypocrisy and frenzied, out-
of-control chauvinism. We can 1l afford such non-
sense, and, given the enormity of lsraeli persecution of
“pon-Jews” (i.e. Palestinians), we can do a lot better
than simply replicating the same bankrupi xenophobia
in the midst of our sl:ruggle

More than just acquaintances

The US and Egypt are working to minimise their differences. Abdel-Azim Hammad examines the implications

anummgasuateglc dial between Egypt and
the US thmough &pmanentoﬂweﬂ-regn]amdchnn-
nel is the st recent project being stadied by the two
countries. Together with the Mubarak-Gore iniriative
for Bgyptian-American it is considered
the first serious and ambitious attempt, smee the Oc-
wber War of 1973, wﬁnmlmpomntgapm:he
mmdlyrelanombetweenrhetwoeonnmm

These relations wers m need of a reference frame-

"work 1o determine objectives and means of ‘imple-

mennng joimt work. 1o’ set up the necessary mech-
anisms for monitofng points
preﬁnpomﬂcpomofmnmnmmmmda
-had never before identified principles and mechanisms
for the management and settlement of disagreements,
The lack of management in Egyptian-US rclations
maybeobservedm cooperation or discord be-
(hroanqushmgtononmemg:malnrmmr
national levels, and in bilateral refations as well, with
onlyuneexwpuon.'l‘h:smtheupthSomnmn
ment, since 1974, to the svstained provision of anmual
emnomlcandmﬂrmyaldtoEgprThelad:ofman
agement, in addition to other. factors, however, has
gvmmemmmonsevemlmsms ‘These
were eveniually semded withour

inflicting significant
-damageonbﬂmalmlanons,mnspmwngxha:fnmd-

ship is essential for both parties, The need for it is

.mgcrﬂnnall!h:pmss:ndememswmldcdmthe

opgumgd:muon. :
Of SOmeE YCals opxmonsmbﬁng ondlywm
mCongmsandthaUSadmnnsunmasmrhemed

of agreement, and to - postponed

1o reduce foreign aid But in 1994, the Mubarak-Gore
ipitiative for Egyptian-US partnership was taken. It
aims a1 ransfernng the donor-receiver aid parem into
a cooperative agreement betwesn two partmers in
trade and development.

The slow development of the Egypiian-US pariner-
ship in the past year has alerted authorities in both
caplm!smmepohnmlngmblansmmmyolémnal:;

mitiative. Diplomatic circles in Egypt

mﬁ not conceal that Vice-president Al Gore,
President Mubarak’s partper in the inidative, had
his visit 10 three times in the last
year for political reasons. of these reasons was
that President Mubarak had declined the US pres-
ident's invitation %0 the While House summit in ap-
tumzs 1996, following the incident of the Al-Agsa tm-
pel. Another teason was réported at the time by
several American newspapers, which stated that Al
Gore is the US administration’s stamchest advocate
of giving Netanyahn's governmeni ample time o test
its hard-line policy on the Arabs. At the time,
apenly objected to this strategy. As a result, Israel's
friends accused Egypt of ba:ln:%o;h: Palestinian

Consequently, Egyptian policy makers conclnded
that jt was necegsary 10 develop a channel for regular
political dialogue between Cairo and Washington, in
parallel with, apd as a complement to, the Mubarak-
Gore economic parmership. This would provide op-
timum opportunttics for success, and avert the exup-
tion of acute crises caused by ineviiable differences.

The “Egyptian-US Strategic Dialogue Draft Project™
was presemed by Foreign Minister Amr Moessa to
his US connierpant, Madeleine Albright, during ber
visit Lo Cairo last November. She agreed in principle,
and promised to study it before subminting it w the
US Security Council and President Clinton. It would
seem that these steps have now been taken. The pro-
ject is no longer shrouded in secrecy.

A few wecks ago, the Middie East News Agency
carried a statement by Ahmed Maher, the Egyptian
ambassador t¢ Washingion. He said the most prom-
inent feature of the project will be its establishment
within an instirutional context. This will entzil the
founding of a permanent commines for the man-
agement of the strategic dialogue. headed by assist-
ants to the Egyptian and US foreign ministers. The
main objective of the dialogue would be 10 enkance
the points of agreement between the policies of both
countries. Poinis of difference would be monitored,
with 2 view to narrowing them as far as possible.

Diplomatic sources in Cairo feel that the proposed
dialogue will be more ambidons thap the ontline giv-

b the Egyptian ambassador. His siatcment was

and cantions. This is natural, for the project is

sull in its earliesl stages. The d:alnguc will be held a1

the level of the wo formgn ministers. The experts’

preliminary meetings will benefit from a great deal of

flexibility with regard 1o the frequency of sessions
and the topics includad on the 2genda.

The Egypiian side also hopes thar the new channel
will serve as the comersione for other dialogues be-

tween the competent official institutions of both coun-
tries, as well as other non-governmental bodies.

The Egyptian foreign minisiry, apparently, has al-
ready staricd drafting its proposals for the agenda of
the sualeglc dialogue wilh the US. At the top of the
agenda will be the bills before the US Congress con-
cerning the alleged persecution of Copts in Egypt
Otker points address the arcas of friction between
Egyptian vital interests and the recently activated US
policy in: Afvica, particularly with reference to the Su-
dan, the Nile Basin, the Horn of Africa, Egyptian-
Libyan relations. the Iragi l]:roblcm. relations with
Iran: issues toaching upon whai Egypi rightfully con-
siders as its regional role. a matier the US should com-
prehend. In addition, there are other issues concerning
security and armamept in the Middle East, as well as
the peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Epypt believes that its relations with the US are sira-
tegic, and cannot be abandoned, regardless of the ng-
merous differepces berween the two countries. The US
holds similar views on ils relations with Egypt. The
time is now highly propitious for establishing ciose re-
lations a sofid basis, o preserve the bajance be-
tween mlcmsts and rights, avent the deterjoration of
differences imo crises, and protect friendly relations.
That friendship is necessary to the suability of the Mid-
dle East. It can serve lo minimise the pressures and in-
tervention of the US Zionist lobby, or, at the very
least, to reduce the damages ensuing therefrom.

The writer is an assisiani chief editor ar Al-Ahram.
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Westem ideas to an audience simplistic assamption to stage &umexuam:!yd:ﬁerentback—hﬂhendandﬂossnm.She ber life ad asks It a di- stange: o m’[’ by Fathi

much rooted in the tradi- their demand that women r¢-  STOMT . Mariam (Elham Sha- Ihendemandsadlymandre- vorce. Mariam, imagines that Mmm mres by Tad, the min-
;ﬁsandvaluﬁofheme jﬂtpﬁ‘iﬂlﬁhﬂlmwaﬂdm hm)ls;ammberofthceduat- msmEgthW“h hupes_of shenowhaveahealﬂly fizm Iy mﬁﬂ?
East. 1o each other instead for com- ed middle classes, while her marrying Hossam. Meanwhile, marriage with Hossam, only bouses by Ibrakim aad .
After countless SeqUEDCES fort and coromumication. childbood friend, Sahar El- Sahar has become & big star,  to discover, to her consterna- dramatic landscapes by Omsr .
set in bedrooms, the §lm con- When I was at this film over Layali (Yousra) is an illiterale g‘hhﬂmmmm"f tion, the kind of self-divided, . Abdel-Zaher, L ] :
ciudes that an intimate re- the Eid, the theatre was packed  dancer T;mng‘"‘h"ﬂ'm mws@'mm wealding be is; she, 100, then 2 variety dmﬂ_!mﬁ : wodks in 4
\ationship berween two wom- with teenage boys. There were cabarets. The two (supposedly) editor of the magazine 50 demands a divorce. The two : media, 45 in all, by 4
allow them to dispense very few women. It was inter- women obviously lead tackily advertised is oo other women friends ‘are reunited Hussein El-Exabl. These very dar- :

cqt??heneedforamanmd esting w Listen to the ad- vm-.-du’ferem lives: Mariam than Hala Sarhan, the writer of and the child is born-m a mﬂymmm“ )
that a woman's strength re- olescents” very vocal corr has just graduated and is about ~ the film and best buddy of the  scene charged with a syntbol- - glass, plastic and dried- plants, - en- :
ides ially in ber break- ments, They clapped profuscly t0 start her carcer @s a lawyer; director. The film. therefore, ism which contrives 10 be richening an already richly textured
s ﬁeeﬁomythe of during danciog Sohar enjoys a rich and varied packages itself as a vehicle for  bofhy elegant and completely —— canvas. R
D which is primanly prem- screamed and screeched dur- niginlife unrestrained by ta- feminist issucs that one might  crass. —o . Hnsseln El-Exabi Reviever by Nagwa El-Askui
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Brush up your Shakespeare

It was just before Bairam when I stcically decided to
brave the traffic and make my way 1o El-Tali'a 1o
walch Khalid Galal's Shokespeare, One-Two, The.-
sﬂwwhcm_lhclhgnnesmnds_.jnstuﬂ'AmbnSquam.'
was swarming with steniorian street-vendors and
clamourous shoppers; and their litier — a colourful
assortent of all known and unidentifiable- sorts of
rubbish — malke the mounds of dust and rubble, that
havlgbecomeaﬁxedmfunncof:hcmm' work
on the new metro line started, look oddly picturesque.
The cassette-player of the grubby sandwich bar facing
:he_lhmutwasblarh:gamncmssongatfuﬂbhsl.
while the muezzin of the next door was doing
his best to drown it. By the time I reached the theare
I was in 2 fiercely misanthropic mood and didn™t want -
to see anybody or hear another soznd — not even the
words of the Barg, )

1 expected a small, sedate andience — pie-
dominantly middle-aged. high-brow, and lovers of the
classics. After all, with the stmptucus feast of cora-
mercial comedies, farces and musicals the Egyptian-
television regularly lays out on snch holy occasions,
very few people would want to spoil their appetite by
swallowing in advance a large chunk of Shake-
spearean tragedy. ) .

I was wrong. Though davatingly billed as a pro-
duetion that crams in the space of two and a half
hours, with a 10-minute interval, condensed versicns
of Macbeth, Romeo and Julier, Othello, aod Hamlet,
Shakespeare, One-Two, attracted a hoge audience that
mg!n[anlt:eg?n:;lhuﬁmemdosolhm The aunditori
was pacl majority were
Most of them, ! gllﬁsu:d,J hz'l seen YmGalalgsmuﬂier
work, or sampled some of it, and came expecting a
light-bearted romp through the plays, with lots of par-
ody and burlesque, much to delight the eye and hinle
o tax the brain. .

If that was whnat they came ing, Galal did not
disappoint them: the nimble, blithe style was there,
and comic scenes galore. But he also sarprised them,
and astonished and deli me. I had not realised
how much he had artisucally devel and matured
since the last production he did before he left for Italy
in “96 1o spend a year and a half honing his talent.
when I first met him in 1989, he was still a commerce
undergradiate presenting a student production of Mo-
hamed Salmavry's Next /n Line at the Russian Cul-
wral Centre, After watching the performance I was
sure he had the makings.of a grest director — a vivid
visual imagination, an inventive mind, a sensitive ear
and sense of thythm, a knack for flling the stage with
lively. contrapuntal action. a daring spint. and a
strange capacity, far beyond his- 21 years, to lead and
strictly control a hoge cast. More importantly. be was
not imitating anybody, and seemed to be intuitively -
evolving a style all his own. : . :

What was be doing studying commerce? Family
pressure, as usual. He hated commerce and had want-
ed to join the Theatre Institute. He could do so, he
was told, but not before stndying something ‘solid’
amd getting a ‘real” degree that could secure him a liv-
ing. What if he didn’t make it in the theatre business?
Shouldn't he have something to fall back on? And so,
it was the facuity of commerce where he spent four

" years — not really studying commerce as moch as di-

recting plays for his fellow stodents and occasionally

acting. At the end of them; be knew mme-abom-ﬂma- -

tre than commerce. . - -

He graduated in 1990, and ip December the same
year, his beautiful lyrical production -of Harcld Pint-
er's Mouniain Language was chosen to open the first
Free Theatre Festival at the Small Hall of the Opera
House. It was a big challenge for both Galal and the
festival dnd a lot depended on the kind of reception
the work would get. I was his first exposure to an aw-
dience diffecent from what he had been used to. The
festival, which needed publicity but had no money for
it, had invited the top people in the theaire, the media,
the Ministry of Culture and the Theatre Institute, and
many celebrites. It was amazing how many re-
sponded and how many had turned up without an in-
vitation; it was a nightmare trying to seat them ac-
cording (o their degree of imiportance {to the festival
of coarse) without bruising anybody’s ego.
we gave up in despair and decided that “first come,
first served’ was the safest policy. J knew that Galal
was trembling backstage. It was make or break for
him and the whole project. Barring the theatre

-
“viewers and some sympathetic journalists, none of

those important people would to turn up at an-
e et of s e work. Ho passed (e ot
on the is one e pi test
with flying colours; and that night marked the real
birth of Galal’s free theatre group which be christened
Ligaa® (Encounter). .

A year later, in “91, be realised his old dream and
joined the Theatre Instinde as a full-time smdent in

- Books

_lights of the second
‘Jomesco’s Macheth, uans-

the department of acting and ‘Fooling around with the Bard and taking liberties is a gamble, but in Khal-
_ id Galal's Shakespeare, One-Two it paid off, writes Nehad Selaiha

directing. Bul work with Li-
qaa’ comtinued: Caraival of
Ghosts was presented at the
French Cultmal Centre in
*91; an exciling production
of Youssef Idris” The Striped
Ones was onc of the high-

Theatre Festival im “92; and

Lated I‘:iw Hodn Wasfi and -
up with local colour
by Galal, was bosted by the
French Cuhural Centre in
"93. Then Ligaa®, like many -
other free theatre groups, be-

gen to fall It was per-
aps nanu:'.l,.annm justpl:re-
cause people grow vp and’ -
develop other mteresis and

or simply get tired. or
eel insecure about the fu-
ture. The Free Theatre
Movement itself had fizzled
om, and iz festival had
come under the wings of the

govermment, becoming a
travesty of itself. Galal had
already sensed the dis-
integration of his gronp be-
fore 1t acwally happened. In
1992 be was working with a
group of amateurs under the,
umbrella of The Higher
Council of Youth and Sports
and coming up with a brl-
liant production of Mohsen.
Mistlhi's He Who Built
the gx Buxtho‘ﬁegh lheyli::lor

gxoup, ve
remamed friends, took its

at Shakespeare, directing ap

all-Italian production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night's Drean. He followed it with When Did 1 Meet
You? (the tGtle.is 3 refrain n oné of Umm Kulthum's

three, parts. The other parts were played by Egyptian
actors;. but- the artistic team and technical crew were
all-Italian. I have seen neither; but if they were any-
thing like his current Shakespeare at El-Tali'a, 1 do
not doubt that they impressed and delighted the Tial-
jans. .
By Jupe *57 he was back in Egypt and already pre-
pating to venture forth once more opon' the high
seas. His preparations were thorough:
the amount of dramamrgieal and theatrical work Galal
pul into this prodaction — the fruit of an eight-month
waorkshop with 2 group of amatenrs and smdents — is
truly stunning. It shows in the polished training of the
17 young men and women who make up the cast
their amazing discipline, and faultless lempo. It is also
palpable in the ‘ormance scTipt and conception, in
the scenography, and the choice of cosmmes, lighting,
music and sommd-effects.

The plays come across not as simplified or reduced
Shakespeare, but as the four movements of 2 sym-
phony on tbe themes of love and death. To achieve
this effect, Galel devised 2 kind of theatrical short-
hand, projecting the plays in brief, rapid scenes that
wanslated chunks of the dialogue inio quick, vibrant
theatrical images. They followed each other at an ex-
hilarating pace, like a video film aliernately frecze-
framed and fast-forwarded. and only slowing down at
the ciucial scenes that focused love and death. To fur-
ther frame those themes, Galal occasionally broke the
original order of the scenes, playing them backwards,

forwards, or synchronically. Frequemly 1co. par-
ticularly in Hamlet and Macheth, he spliL doubled, or
multiplied the central chamacters using movement,
voice and gesture, so that ai ooz moment we would be
hearing and seeing two, three or more copies of them
going through the motions of the scene alternately or
at the same lime. Indeed, at some dazzling moments
we had as many av what seemed like 15 mimor-
reflections of Macbeth and his ladv, creating the
{rightful illusion of a nightmarish world peopied only
by the likes of them.

Equafly exciling was the outer frumewark within
which Galal pluced his thrilling -varfations on love and
death. It consists of a prologue, an epilogue and ore
short interlude at the end of part one. and feamures a
third-rate theaire company clumsily auditioning and

rehearsing for a trite show under the eye of a pom-

pous, pretentions and downright ignoram director. It
was the perfect context for Galal and his actors w
mock the stock characters and sitvations of iraditional
drama and the hackneved rules and conventions of
theatre. After moch hilarious squabbling over parts.
the actors are ordered to lic down. relax and con-
centrate on their characiers. Insiead. they fall asleep.
When they rise. they have andergone @ ransformation,
and the plays unfold like a kind of collective drama
where the dorninant logic is that of dreams.

After Macbherr with it Jurid lighting. grisly images
and sinister sound-cifects, Romee wd Julier scemed
positively a breath of fresh air. Coming to us through
the eyes of z linle school-girl amd ber boyfriend who
enact it in their imagination as they read it out of a sto-

ry book. it substantially gained in comedy and hu- |

miour, and the tragic end took the form of a serjes of

enchanting tableaux vivams,
vaguely reminiscent of clas-
sical lalion painting. The
same fialian spirit penaded
Orirello which was also giv-
en as a daydrcam: but this
time the dreamer was a be-

ctacled. excitable young
female student, who as soon
as she imaginatively stepped
into the world of the play.
text in band, made it her
business to prevent the trag-
cdy by physicaly inter-
fering in the uction (gefting
ocrastonally knocked zbout
by Othellor and vocally
wamning the characters. Her
comments, actions and
asides werc a  conslant
source of mirth. And yet the
pathos and sense of ragedy
remained.

The last movemeni was a
harrowing Hamler where
love becomes a faint gro-
tesque tune drowned by the
thunderous laughs of death
and the loud rartling of
skulls. The chorus here is
not a fussy do-gooder, or a
romantic school-zirl. but a
mavabre, deranged grave-
digger who remains in full
sight throughout. watching
the characters rapaciousiy
and ready to snatch them
off at any moment. The ex-
tension to the stage, pro-
vided by set-designer Mo-
hie Fahmi, (which consist
of two pladforms flanking
the stage on cither side,
outside the proscenium
arch. with steps leading
down lo a pit in front of
the original stage, below
audicece level) was used to
maximum cffect in  this
part. When Opehlia drowns
herself by jumping off the
stage into the pit (which is
carpeted blue), the grave-
digper. who occupies the
platform on the left (from
the audience view). pounc-
es on ber and drags her up
the sieps to the grave he
has been {almost erotically)
digging. She resists, jumps
off the platform, this time
into the auditorium, not the
pit, but be rushes down 10
drag her once more up the steps. This gruesome se-
quence is repealed over and over while at the op-
posile side one of the three Gertrudes sits mechan-
ically reciting pants of Gertrude's exchanges with
Hamier in the bed-chamber scene. At the same time.
oa the main stage, the two other Gertrudes. 1ogether
with reo Claudiuses, two ghosts of King Hamlet,
the other characters and the - troupe of itinerant
plavers. obsessively repeal, vocally and physically,
snatches of previous scenes at a frenzied pace. This
pandemonium is accompanied by wild drumming,
eerie howls, and a mad voice-over (Galal™s) loudly
and tonelessly reciting, over and over, the “To be™
soliloquy. it is a thrilling, haunting scene, superbly
conceived. choreographed and orchestrated. and was
performed with the fine split-second timing and pre-
cision that only the best of cxperienced pro-
fessionals can achieve. In s polyphonic structure
and impacl. it vividly reminded me of the final
scepe of Peter Brook's Marar-Sade when the Ju-
paiics a1 the Charenton asylum run wild and hell
breaks loose.

Helping Khalid Gaial 10 make this glorious come-
buck were Mohie Fahmi (sets), Na'ima Agami (cos-
mmes). Mohamed Hussein (sound-effects), and two
voung wonderful anists who composed and played
the live music that accompanied the actors at every
step — Amr Darwish (violin} and Ahmed Sayed
tdrums,. But the burden of the production fell square-
1y on the voung shoulders of the 17 wonderful young
men and women, some of whom are only 19 and act-
ing for the first lime. 1 left the theatre glowing with
hope and was ready 1o embrace the whale world. rub-
bish. noisc and all.

Plain Tall

An issue that keeps pop-
ping up from time to ume
is “do starving anisls pro-
duce better art than the
well-fed, well-dressed
and well-looked  after
onev”™  According o
scholar Ouo Erich
Deutsch, the composers’
net royalies from 1815-
1827 amounted 1w ap-
proximately 687.50 sier-
ling per annum. Compare
this 10 any song album
by. let us say. Elion John
who, according 1o the lat-
est ligures, received 27
million sterling pounds
for a pew four-album
deal.

It weems that when a
song-writer makes it big
these days, he does not
simply earn a comfortable
living, but finds himself
in the company of mil-
lionaires. This. of course,
s part of the co-
modifjeation of culure
and iis annexalion by
rmulti-national  corpora-
tons. Among  other
things, this means “that in
the ars a howling gap ex-
ists between the highly
paid and the lowly paid...
Breakithrough success is
lavishly awarded. while
those whe still occupy the
economic middle ground
are becoming marginal-
ised”, according 10 Doug-
las Kennedy in the Sun-
day Times.

Wha is disheartening in
ali hjs. of course, is that
the criteria for excellence
bave become so rpa-
terialistic that the general
standard of ant works has
gone down. The huge
sums heing dumped in the
laps of so-called success-
€5 are prompting artists to
ask whether too much
money is dangerous for
the anist, making them
focus exclusively on the
tasles of the markerplace.
In the case of novelists,
for example, the target is
10 ger your novel tormed
inio a film or TV serial.

The old notion that writ-
ers develop and mature
through a fair period of
time seems to be dying.
Nowadays. large fortunes
are made overnight It is
claimed that once a writer
jumps inte the million-
pound-a-book-league.
they will always be con-
centrating on the popular
and often the vulgar. To
justfy the seven figure
advance, says Kennedy.
authors have to tailor
their words 10 a mass au-
dience. “Money™, he goes
on ¢ say, “certainly can

t a writer consid-
erable freedom — but #
also imprisons him within
market demand.™

Kennedy gives some re-
vealing comparisons be-
tween what successful
first garnered in the past
and what they get these
davs. In 1920, F Scon
Filzgerald received the
equivalemt of today’s
41,000 sterling pounds
for his first novel, This
Side of Paradise. In 1995,
Nicholas Evans made
4.62 million from his first
novel, The Horse Whis-
per. 1t is indeed encour-
aging 1o see that culture
is gelling its share of big
money — but let it not be
at the expense of quality.

Mursi Saad El-Din

From Minya to Mukattam and back again

Al-Hamla Al-Firinsiva... Tanwir Am Tazwir?.
{The Fremch Expedition: Enlghitenment Or
Fakification?), Leila Enan. Cairo: Dar Al
With her latest book, “Tbe French Expedition:
Enllightenmcnt-Or Falmﬂcaﬂo::;am Leila Enan
1 in the fe among -
F:fl:ccr!l?:][:sofmall buesmgmgab_cm_ the.cemcnma.l' cel-
ebrations of the Napoleonic invasion of Egypt.
medxesmn.tbeanthormalmsn?seauof
her opposition to this invasion which hardly
bothered 1o mask its colonial. intenticos. What
makes this book 2 fascinating read is the angle
Enan has chosen: the French myths that evolved
d the iton. Her primary souices,
athr:‘:e‘;'ore. mewmosﬂy French ones. One.of the.
key-myths which this book deconstructs i that
of the expedition as a barbinger of modemity, -
tionality and cnlightenment.  * .

#ir Omar Ibn Al-Fared.. Dirasa Isloubiya
Srﬂevm of Omar Bin Al-Fared: A Sty-
listic Study), Ramadan Sadeg. Cairo: General
Egyptian Book Organisation, 1998 _

Omar Bin AI-Farcd,knuwnmEgypﬁansgsf‘d.n'
sulian of lovers”, was a Sefi poet who lived in .
the 7¢th ceaury AH. His tomb at the foot of the
Mugattam il is a1 the centre of a widely at~

teaded moulid. .
In this volume, Ramadan Sadeq analyses the "

of Omar fbn Al-Fared. The introduction -
gt?l;n Al-Fared"s sufism in its political, social
and psychological context. In the three following:
chapiers, the author tackles the music, structore
and imagery of Ton Al-Fared’s poctry. The vol-

. ume certainly bears out Sadeq's

"Mahmoud EI-Wardani reviews some of the more interesting titles to have appeared last month

promise’ that he
will steer clear from subjective value judgments
in favour of methodological rigour.

Al-Ma’loumatiya Ba’d Al-Internet.. Tarig Al-
Mustagbal (The Road Ahead), Bill Gates, tr

'Abdd-Sal:mR_adenwait:AlxmAl—

Ma’rifa, 1998

- Bill Gates who dropped out of Harvard to cs-

tablishl\.ﬁcmso&atgedisnowconsideregmoncof
the key- in ter world, draws on
hisak:tyol;iié'iﬁphyinﬂﬁc:?oﬂ“mmchnﬂlhepast
and the firture of the information highway.

AlSinama Wal-Siyase (Cinema and Pol-
ftics), Ali Abu Shadi. Cairo: Dar Sharqgiyat.
1943

In explogng the relationship between politics
anﬂeﬁg;ypu“ cinema, film critic Ali Abu Shadi
focuses on the past rbulent years of Egyptian
history. He addresses the public sector pro-

" duction experience in Egyptian cinema, explores

the impact of Nasser’s death on cinerma, dem-
onstrates that the 1973 war hatched third-rate
films, analyses the cmgmguc treatment of tc;mr—
ism, espi and the 1977 bread riots and, ia
the h?fp!cl;.:éf.s;, looks into films that became the
subject of law-snits. . .

- Al-Tanawn® Al-Boshari Al-Khallag.. Tagrir

Al-Lagna Al-'Alamiva Lid-Thagafe Wal-
Tunmiye (Our Creaiive Diversity: Report of the

International Commitice for Culfure and De-
velopment), tr Mohamed Yehia, Mona Mo’nis
et al. Cairo: The Sapreme Council for Cul-

ture, 1998

In December 1992, the International Commilties
for Culture and Development was formed in the
context of the internmional decade for cultural
development. The report in hand. which is the
work of dozens of experts from India. Nurway.
France. Senegal. Canadn, Spain, Hollund and
Switzerland, is the product of the commitiee™s
work since then.

In its recommendations for cultutal mobil-
isation n the new millennium. the report dees
not mince its words about the grass-roois prob-

, lems — poverty. unemployment. ignorance. dis-

ease — Lhat impede development. as well as cul-
tural attitudes that contribute to these problems.

Al-A’mal Al-Kamla (The Complete Works),
Shawqi Abdel-Hakim. Cairo: General Egyp-
tian Book Organisation, 1998

Known primarily as a distinguished scholar of
folklon: and ethnography. Shawgi Abdel-Hukim is
also a novelist and playwright. This, the third vol-
ume of his complete works, comprises 10 ki,
ranging in genre novellas 1o one-aci plays.

Al-Muthagafoan (Intellectuals), Paul Johoson, tr
Talaat El-Shayeb. Cairo: Dar Shorgivat, 1998

In this iconoclastic book, Paul Johoson de-

constructs the contribution to the cultural con-
science of the West made by dozens of thinkers.
philosophers. writers and amists — including
Roussean. Murx, Shellev, Tbsen, Tolstoy, Rus-
sell and Orwell. among others. Original as his
critique may be. Johnson nevertheless some-
times goes overboard in dethroning figures who
have undoubtedly stond for laudable moral val-
ues and beauty.

Misr Lil-Macriyin (Egypt for the Epyptiaas),
Selim Ehalit El-Nagash. Cairo: Geperal
Emptian Book Organisation, 1998

During the Orabi Uprising. a journalist called
Selim El-Nagash was dispatched by his news-
puper o Alexandria to cover the events. The re-
poris he provided are thus of dual importance:
they are boih contemporary to the events and
day-io-day evewiness accounts. Ahhough this
volume of the chropicle was originally labelled
Pan 3. it can be considered the second volume,
for volurmes 1, 2 and 3 have disappeared from
all libraries.

This volume takes vs from the massacre, vizx
the Bombardmen: of Alexandria to the fire in
;1:: city, stopping before the Batle of Tel El-

cebir,

Muzakaerai Al-Rahhale ‘dan AMasr Wal-
Misrivin (Obscrvations on the Manners and
Customs of Egyptians), John Antes, tr Sayved
Abmed El-Anpsari Caire: Supreme Counneil
of Cuiture, 1998

British traveller John Antes arrived in Egypt
in the winter of 1770, with the intention of
spreading Protestantism among the Copis. Af-
ter visiting Minya, where there was the
biggest concentration of Copls, he retired 10
Cairo. where be wrote his memoirs in  Ger-
man. He was to remain in Egypt for 12 years.
Antes re-emerged again in 1304 when the
British authorities asked him Lo compile a re-
port on Egypt for the purposes of the Frazer
expedition. Antes” memoirs, rewritten in Eng-
lish, are the text that has been translated here
by Sayed Ahmed El-Ansari. As El-Ansari
says, this comprehensive, if no1 entirely ob-
Jective, portrait of condilions in Egypt at the
time, while hardly diverting, is very revelatory
abowm the sorry state of affairs in the conniry,

Al-A’'mal Al-Kamlz Li Mikhail Roman (The
Complete Works of Mikhail Roman), vel
1Y, Mikhail Roman. Cairg: General Egyp-
tian Book Organisation, 1998

The wo editors of the “Complete Works of
Mikhail Roman™, Farouk Abdel-Wahab and
Hazem Shehata, are 1o be congratulated on the
thoroughness of their research into the [ate
playwright's literary legacy. particularly so
given that most of his plays were banned by
the censor. This third volume of his works in-
cludes Al-Ma'gour (The Mercenary), an up-
published play. performed for one night only,
Al-Naml Wal-Nizam (Anis and Order), a pre-
viously unknown play which the researches
found among Reman's papers, and Al-Zugap
lgéasss). first published and performed in
1 .

-
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Robbing wise men of their reason

In the second part of her arficle, Zeinab Radwan explains why context is crucial to interpreting religious law on the matter of women's right to act as judges

The hadith on whichk many religious
scholars base their belief that women
may not be admitted to the judiciary
was delivered on one of the two feasts.
The incident begins with the Prophet
urging womten 1o give alms. But then he
tells them that, percelving the in-
habitants of hell, he noticed that the ma-
jority were women. The Prophet was in
the habit of speaking hummusly but
fully. Al-Timmidhi states in Al
Shama'il: “He (the Propber) said 1o [a
woman), “You are old.” She replied,
‘Oh Prophet of God, pray God that He
may let me into Paradise.” He said,
‘Mother of so and so, no cld woman
will enter Paradise.' On hearing this,
the woman wailed. Tha Prophet of God
said, "She will not enter Paradise as an
old woman, for God Almighty has
“Made them virgin-pure (and un-
defiled), beloved (by nature), equal in
age”.” (Surat Al-Wagd 2, verses 36-37).

The Prophet then said in amazernent,
“I have never seen anybody deficient in
mind and religious devotion more ca-
patbie of robbing a wise man of his rea-
son than you women.” In other words,
God has seen fit 1o place strength in
what appears weak, and weakness in
what seems strong. The Prophet’s ha-
dith is simply a warning o women, tell-
ing them that, seeing that God has given
them the power 1o rob wise men of their
good judgement — despite their weak-
ness — they must fear God, and not use
this power except in doing good. It is
clear that the hadith about women be-
ing deficient in mind and devotion was
pronounced only once, with the purpose
of drawing women’s attention to the
im of commendable behaviour.
It is not applicable out of context as a
statement addressed to either men or
WOoInen.

The Prophet's reference fo mental de-
ficiency as grounds for equating the tes-
timony of two women with that of cne
man in matiers ing a future debt
(Surat Al-Bagara, verse 282), may be
addressed briefly as follows. In the con-~
text of a fumre debt, testimony would
be required at some time in the fowre,
hence the prescription of two women

War on
women

witpesses 5 justified on the grounds
that ore would complement the tes-
timony of another in case of lapse of
memory. It must be noied that women
were Jargely illiterate at the time. In tes-
tifying, 2 woman would rely on rec-
ollection of what happened, and this
would be compared with the written
document of the debt written or dictated
in her The case can be made,

presence.
that there would have been no need to .

rely on memory if writing was possible.
A literate witness™s signature on a docu-
ment would have been sufficient proof
of jts vahdltyandnsomeordancewm:
the fzels.

In comtesting the above. it may be
asked why is it assumed that a male wit-
ness would necessarily be literate. The
answa-:sdwtmeammcmmldmhngs,
particulerly in transactions conceming
debts (incurred during a journey, for in-~

among males. Women engaged in com-
mercial activities had to delegate men o
manage debt affairs. Men were there-
fore assumed to be more knowledgeable
than women of such matters. Hence, the
reference to wornen in Surat Al-Bagara
reflects the social environment of wom-
en at the time: mostly illiterate, and
rarely involved in business or financial
dealings. The image of women derived

from the sure is only circumstantial and -
contextual, however, and does pot con-

stitute a foundation for inference or pro-
hibition in other contexts. We should
bear in mind that no valid kadith, in-
cident, or uv;emtten te:;t related lo)g
Prophet or the sahoba {companicos
ever been found which slp::;m this
view of women_

Women are obligated to abide by the
precepts of religion, and are subject to
criminal and civil liability on an equal
footing with men. The basis for obliga-
tion and fiability is women's full mental
capacity, for otherwise they would pei-
ther have been obligated nor held ligble.

In this context, we must seek to under-
staid the amicable and pleasant tone of
the Prophet in- addressing women. We
should refrain from drawing conclu-

sions out of context which undermine
the stains of women and accuse women
of deficiency in religious devotion and
mental capacity. We peed only to recall
the wisdom of Umm Salma, who ad-
vised the Prophet in the peace agree-
ment in Al-Hudaybiya, which served 1o
reunite the Muslims and invoked the
words “We have granied you & manifest
victory...” (Surat Al-Faieh, vérses 1-3).
There are examples of women who
pledged their allegiance & the Prophet
along with their husbands in Al-Aqaba.
{/mm Emara Al-Ansariya stood stead-
fastly at the Prophet’s side in the battle
of Ubud, while hundreds of men fled for
their lives. Umm Salim Bint Miljan was
a model of wisdom and insight, who
also stood steadfastly im Jenin while
men can (0 safety. AlAbfa Bint Ab-

dallah wes consnlted by Umar Ton Al- ~

Khattabandheactedacoordmgtobﬂ'
advice, Examples abaund. therefore, of
women’s courage ,and sagacity during
thie Muslim community’s early years.

An view of wamen, there-
fore, is all that is peeded to correct mis-
conceptions barring women from the

We now tum to the designation of
women as “deficient in their religious
devotion™, & designation based on the
specific days on which women break the
fast and refrain from prayer. Devotion,
faith and Islam are one. Obedience to re-
hgnou.s precepis is desi as “faith”

and “devotion™. He who observes the
precepts of woship scrupulously is
more faithful and devout than one
whose observance is more lax,

Deficiency in religions devolion may
be a sin if one neglects prayer. fasting,
or other obligatory rituals of worship
without a valid justification. But a de-
ficiency in religious devotion may not
constitute a sin, for instance ip the case
of failure to participate in the Friday

F i rtigions precepts for & vahd e
wi us a ea-
sontobeglgesm'bedasdeﬁdentintheir
religions devotion? No one has gver cit-
ed this justification to prove that men
are not quaiified to become judges. The
same applies to women by analogy. A

person may be obligated to refrain from
ntualsofwursh:pbydivmemmmand.
as is the case {or menstruating woinen
who are commanded 1o refrain from

prayer and fasting. How can women be

accused of being deficient in their de--

vonon:fﬂ:eymennlynbeymgﬁods
command? [s cbedience to Shari'a 2
deficiency in devotion?

Wemayconcludedmﬂ:ehadith:e-
garding women's deficiency in mind
and religious devotion is not considered
bylhemagomynf]unstsascomumnng
grounds to ify women
bolding positions in the judiciary.

As for the opinion of the majority of
jurists that a judge peeds to mix with
other men in their capaciries as op-
ponents or witnesses, while women
may'mtforfearofmbehgmljmdm
stray, we may argue temptation is
only a threat when 4 woman is alone
with a man wha is not a mihrim (i.c.,
belonging to the category of persons
whom a woman cannot marry, such as
the father, brother, mmcle, etc.). In dis-

charging the responsibilities of the
bench, a woman does not need to be in

such contact with a stranger. The biog-

raphies of the Prophet and his compan-
jons are foll of examples of Muoslim
women engaging in all sors of activ-
ities outside the home, in the mosque,
educmona.lmsumuons.onﬂ:epﬂgnn-

subjected to ties...
Bydeﬁmuon,beanngmmesslmphes
reporting what bas been perceived.
mumonybeg;msmththeamonof
perception thus, “T bear wimesses...™ or
“1 have wimessed..” Bearing witmess is
an individual obligation (fard ‘ain) to
establish the truth of what has been per-
ceived. A testimony safeguards against
the !og.;gfsome nghl,:‘;fbut a tesumgglz
is an obligation even if it is suscepti
to canse the loss of a dght. Muslims are
commanded to “Conceal not evidence,
for whoever canceals it, his heart'is
tainted with sin” (Swrt Al-Bagara,

verse 283), and to “Establish the ev- .-

idence before God™ (Surar Al-Talag,

verse 2). .
Ton Al-Qayem disemssed this question

in F'lem Al-Mowagi'iz and concluded

-thatQm’amcmxtsandmenymgonhe

Prophet acknowledge women's tes-
timony in all domains. In the context of
St Al Tatat, bo arpie that . s
- tes-
timony .of two wommme:s cousidered
wo compleie testimonies.
The fact that the only requirement of
8 wd:mmess is 10 be Muoslim constitutes
evi supporting women's  tes-
timony in cases ivolving Audud and
other crimes.’
Abn Dawnd and Al-Tirmidhi namrate

that, acconding 1o Umar Jbn Shua'ib,.

‘who reported from his father that his

grandfather had heard the Prophet de-
nounce the testimony of a traitor, one
nurturing hostility and envy towards a
brother, and ooe who is & dependent
for his lvelibood on’ the bousehold.
But the testimoay of 21l others waz ac-
cepied. In gnother version, the Prophet
rejected the testimony of a traitor and
the testimony of an adulterér or adul-
t&esa.AbuDawudaddedl:haubehes-
timooy of a bedouin against a villager
is fllegal. It is thercfore clear that a
woman to whom the above qual-
ifications do mot apply can give vekd
testimony.

The main issue bere is that no cat-
egorical prohibidon derived from log-
ical ressoning bans women from as-

suming positions in the judiciary.

ﬁnaﬂy,gendm-ethtymustbeum—

- sidered the ﬁmdamental assumption

there is adequate evidence that certain
funcuonsaredmgnuedspemﬁa.ﬂyfor

either men or . women.

usemaybe,meﬁmonsofajudgedo :

not carry greater responsibility than the
pronouncing of fatwas on religious mat-
ters, mﬁmymuuu. ion and
narrarion of religions texts, which have
all been performed by women since the
days of the sahaba.

The writer is dean of Cairo Univérsity's
Dar Al-Ulum ( Feyowm branch).

FOUR years before the 1956 Constitation grant-
ed women the right (0 vote, writes Fayza Has-
sap, religious scholars were . eamestly ex-
plaining why the mission of wife and mother
w::s far more imporeant than political participa-

On 20 June 1952, Al-Mussawar ran a fuil-
page article titled Women and the
Right w Vow™. The subtitle proclaimed that
eleven Islamic organisations were about to de-
clare wir on women.

“On the occasion of Women's Week, the Far-
wa Couucil of Al-Azhar declared that women
have no right to participate in public affairs.
Furthermore, eleven Islamic organisations spoke
out, justifying and condoning this opinion.”

In June 19352, representatives of the eleven Is-
lamic orgamsanons which formed the General
Union of Islamic Instimtions called for 2 con-
ference which was attended by thousands of cit-
izens from the cities and provinces, o discuss
women's right to vote, to be elected as mem-
bers of parliament and to participate actively in
the political life of their country.

The spcakers overwhelmingly found that the
foreign occupation was responsible for demands
that bordered on the lunatic, they said, and def-
initely did not stcm from the Wwill of reasonable,
faithful Muslim women who knew their re-
ligion.

Women, the speakers contended, had sacred
duties (o fulfil: serving cheir husbands and rais-
ing healthy generatons of sons who would
serve the nation.

At a time when the country was fighting for
its independence. the enemy had mspu'ed some

Safpa Dagma
Chicken with

mushrooms

Ingredients:
3 chicken breast fillets
2 {5p oyster sauce

2 1sp soy sauce and

It is the last thing one expects when dining
out in Cairo, to be subjecied to 2 immense
Rorschach test for the duration

worrying
of one’s meal, But such is the unnerving ex-

TI| 952 conference. Representatives Islamic debated women’ participation

women of little prudence to put forward these
demands, as a ruse to deter Egyptian citizens
from their effort to liberate their land. Neither
physical strength nor political wisdom had been
bestowed on women to allow them to play a
role in public life. The measure of intellipence
that they commanded was better pat to the ser-
vice of their housebolds: these were the argu-
mentsm?:tuhgnouslyexp:essedmtheﬁerydls-
courses g pacticipants
To:llustraterhepom:lhaxonecouldﬁnd
proof of women's inherent deficiencies in
sources besides the Qur'an, Dr Mohamed Yous-
sef Moussa, head of the Froat 'of Al-Azhar
Scholars, commented that the Greeks had de-
medtbemall:benghrsenjoyedbrmcn.He
also cited Aristotle and Ton Sina, expressing the

Bestaunant reoleo

The ink blot test

Andrew Steele gives the correct response

nice and fresh.

cheese itself was topping good quality and

belief that “women were weak and prome to
submit readily to their whims™.
Islamic history, be admitted, had witnessed
of women versed in jurisprudence, the
sayings of the Prophet, and literature, but no_
raeation was ever made of 8 woman

occupying
‘2 public post or even atending a single con-

sultative council at any time. This absence, be
emphasised, conﬁmedd:emsdomoftbeady
Muslims® convictions and customs.

Speaking for Al-Gam'i lya Al-Shar'i 1ya {the Le-
gal Association), Ahmed Tssa Ashounr explained
:henghlsandduusofwmenandﬂmspec:ﬁc
circumstances in which they were considered le-

A.shonroonclmbd."WedonotknowwhatDr

Bitter-sweet memories

She remembexs a particular Easter holiday vivid-
ly. She sees herself, a linle girl ot boarding
schéol, standing at the window of the donmitory
watching the siream of parents coming to collect
their children for the break. There were shoats of
joy. hugs and kisses. Her classmates were coming
out, suitcases heavy with their winter
clothes, Anxiety bit at her heart. Nowhere, among
the mothers, could she spot ber own. who usoally
stood our in any crowd because of her stature and

She had known her miother to be Iate, but, more
disturbingly, she remembered many stances
whenshehadnoteumemaﬂ.ﬁnthesemmons.
she had stayed in the deserted school, under the
supervision of the cook and the old janitor who
sleptalldnymmeshade.neglecunghlsduu&s.

She thought about the last ime it had bappened.
when. to entertain berself, she had drawn a sort of
calendar on the window pane and every moming
erased the days remaining fron: the holidays until
ir was time for the stadents to come back. She had

hedmthem.ofooume.andwldthemmdeml.

about the wonderful holidays in Alexandria with
ber mother, the fish restaurants and the rides in
the horse-drawn camriages along the corniche at
sunset, She was not really committing 2 sin, she
had told herself then. Her mother had taken her to
Alexandria the previous year and she had only
changed the time of the event, not the event iiself.
She had actuglly been carefal not to add any
imaginary embellishments to the episode... May-
be she should start thinking of what she would
say this time.

She went down the =1sirs slowly, hoping agrinst
hope that, when she reached the cowtyard, her
mother would be standing there Iike an appari-
tion. Theplaygmundwasqmmempg The last
carriages had gone, bearing the other girls to hap-
py homes and festive family resmions.

Since her father’s death, she had been alone with
her mother, and she understood that it had been
hard on the young widow to bear the responsibility
of a child alone. Her mother had told her that she
would always be safe at the school. Still, at times
shefdtawﬁnﬂylonely At night she prayed for her
mother. What if she died too? She would be left al
alone in the world. When such thooghts visited her
she would break out in a cold sweat. Fler heart
would pound madly, so hard in fact that she feared
the noise would wake up the girl in the bed next to
dormitory would be quite empty.

At noon, she went to claim ber lunch at the

school kitchen, Cook, obviously miffed at haviag

io stay ar the school to take care of a single sw-

dept, groochily handed her a plate of cold meat

and vegetables, left over from yesterday's dixmer.

Sheanemsilenceandwonderedwhatshewwld

do with the long bours that stretched in front of

hex like a limitless desert. he
to

Afier lunch, she sat on the steps leading
‘the play of the shadows on:

. .doomitory, observing
the tiles of the hall below. Suddenly 'she noticed

something mmsual: on the small table in the cor-
per, half concealed by the wrought-iron bannister,
there was a large cardboard box, like the ones her
mother usually bought at Groppi's to offer her

- frjends for the feast. One of the mothers must
- have brought it and distributed the sweets among

her danghter’s friends. Though she was sure the
box must be ampty. she decided to check. One
never konows, she thought. To her ntter surprise,
the box was almost half full. She debated for a
while abouat her right to help herself. What would
her mother say? The box lay there, going to
waste, while its spoiled owner was eating her fill
of holiday treats, she was sure.

Finaily, she made up her mind and, snatching
itory. She sat on her

— and ar-

shout the six sweets. The days
ly from that moment on. and she no
minded the boredom, becanse she kuew
lha:.a:mgbt.whmthehghlsmnmmdoﬂ" she

would place one of the sweely in her mouth and
Jet it melt delicionsly while she slowly drifted 1o
sleep, dreaming that she was at home with her

2 tsp comnflour

! tsp olive oil

3 spring onions (cut in 3 cm
lengths)

1 poion (wedged)

125 gms button mushrooms
(canned)

2 tbsp comn cil
Pepper + allspice (na salt)

Method:

Cut chicken into strips.
Combinc with spices, sauc-
es, cornflour and olive oil.
Mix weli and let stand 20
minutes. Heat half the
corn oil in & pan. Add all
onions and cook until ten-
der.  Stir in mushrooms.
Toss over high keat for one
minute. Remove from
Add remaining com oil w0
pan. Stir in chicken mix-
ture and cook over high
heat ungl golden brown
Return mushrooms to pan
and cock for one minute

perience that awaits the callow diner at Pres-
tige in Mohandessin, for although the pave-
menttena::mayhemryandd:epmm
bright and bouncy, the otherwise well-
appointed intedor of the 3 la carte (and de-
cidedly upmarket) restaurant area boasts wall-
papes that will have you in complexes before
you can say fish course. The prints of Ed-
wardian Britain, dark wood and brass, sit un-
easily with this Freodian festival, but the
lighting is suitably low, the service suitably
silver. We perused the extensive menu which
contains a eclectic selection of what, I sup-
pose, would call itself “international fare™ —
a mixture of Jtalian, Odental and more than s
passing nod to the French. The pasta and piz-
za menu is available upon request.

We deigned to stant with salads: a Roosevelt
forme.aCa:pmodlMomclhforMo-
hamed. Disappointingly, the Roosevelt salad
did mot contain morsels of disemboweled (and
indeed exhumed) ex-president. but rather a
wio of juicy plum tomatoes stuffed with mor-
inared mushrooms, onion and orange, Heavily
mdp)asmglydosedwnhﬁeshblackpepper
the ingredients complemented each other sur-
prisingly well, the mushrooms and onion add-
m,asawmybue.AveryAmmmd.lsh.and
camied out without flaw. The mozzarella was
asgoodasushouldhavehcen.bonomedmm

tomato slices and topped with good olive oil,
the only sad mistake being the substittion of
a sprig of raint for a sprig of basil. Stll, the

his vegetarian way through a very competent
Spaghetti
with a thick ragout of black and green olives,

onion, tomato and lots of chili. A classic, sim-
ple dish, and canied out with some flair.

a good range of flambéd meats, cooked az the
table with much- fire and brimstone. I

plumped for that houry ol staple of the well

to-do brasserie. the u

listed here as fillet Diana (cue tasieless Prin-
cess of Wales joke). The bumer was ushered
to our comer and ingredieats assembled. The
qmvcnnnﬂeshymoundthatwaspresemedto

me for
down a treat. I was not di

mm:wasrubbedmthwmeandﬂlmbrowned
and flambéd with a generous measure of co-

goas. Saucy ingredi

and the whole left to reduce while the veg-
etables and fries were assembled. The meat
cus like butter and the sauce was the staff that

dreams are made of Accompanied

fresh vegetables and proper thick-cut chips,

the dish was camied off with fincsse.

- Prestige, a real restaurant that’ 5 well worth a
visit. Dinner for two with two Stellas came to
a reasonable LE107. No exma charge for Dr

Rorschach’s opiion. _

Prestige. 43 Gecirst Al-Arab Street, off
Gam'al Al-Dowal Al-Arobiyya. Mohandessin.

gally equal to men. He also offered the atentive
audience “the opinion of Dr Doriya Shafiq on Doriya- now thinks of this former of moﬂmrhamgmandcake.
the subject [of women’s right to vote], an opin- bers, or whether it really is a former opinionl™ Fayza Hassan
Al-Ahram Weekiy ] oI 11
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ranged them on her bed. Sha then returned the
box to the table. Maybe Cook or the lazy janitor .
wouIdﬁndnandnke:taway.Noonewould
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Other i |
In the sea

As the world seeks to preserve fresh water resources, Lake Ma-
rut, once Egypt's largest natural laks, is being depleted rapidly.
Sherine Nasr investigates attempts to reverse the process
e T

“There used to be enough fish for every-
one. Those were good days. We never
worried about what tomomrow would
bring. and tife was much easier,” Amm

Mohamed, a fisherman like his father, .

has spent his lifetime on and around
Lake Marivt.

The community of fishermen pumbers
abont 7,000, Lake Mariut js their home,
and their livelihood. “This is where we
were bom and raised. This is where our

grandfarhers lived and died,™ says Amm - According
* Januvary in National Geographic mag-

Mohamed.

Lake Marint, south-cast of Alexandria,
is over 6,000 years old. It was once the
largest of the four shallow, nawrafly
formed Delta lakes on the Mediterraneay
coast. Today, it is the smallest. .

“There was only ever fresh, sweet wa-
ter in Lake Mariut. It was fed from
ground water sources and the canals that

used to connect it 1o the Nile.” Ahmed

Abdel-Rehim, remote sensing specialist
at CEDARE (the Centre for Environ-
men! and Development for the Arab Re-
gion and Europe), may be a member of
the scientific communirty, but he is jost
as distressed as the fishermer. Water is
one of humanitv’'s most precious re-
sources, and here, 11 is receding — fast.
According to Abdel-Rehim, Lake Ma-

- rint is the reason why Alexander the

Great chose this particular spot on the
Mediterranean to ronstruct Alexendria.
“Lake Mariut made the site strategically’
very interesting. An international port on
the Mediterranean was built, and the
fresh-water lake beside it enbanced the
opporunity of siable agricultural activ-
ides. Small communities setiled around
the lake and the featnres of an integrated
city started to materialisz,” he explains.
When Alexander first saw it, the Jake

covered i ly 700 square kilo-

metres. Until the 12th centory. it was an -

im t in its own right.
hpc:vratz;noggt during the early 20th cen-
{ury that the waler quality began to de-
teriorate. “Now we have a salt-water la-
zoon of only 70 kilometres. The

smellistheﬁrsttlﬁngmallﬁtsmose'

heading for Alexandma,” says Abdel-
Rehim.

For the past thirty vears, the lake has
deteriorated progressively. It wes iden-

tified as one of Egypt's seven “black.

spot” bodies of water in the country’s
1992 National Environment Action
Plan.

Lake Mariot has fallen victim to a con-
flict of interests. The stakeholders are
emerging industries. the Alexandria gov-
ernorate, the city’s Sani Drainage
Organisation, the Ministty of Public
Works and Irrigation, the Syndicate of
Fisbermen... These and others are in a
heated race to get what they consider

their fair share of the lake. “Everybody

wants 10 exploit it, but the interests are
in complete conflict,” Abdel-Rebhim
e wxample of possible cooflct

A clear example of possible is
the batile between the ﬁshiltl_g Pl.;gll'll-
munity and the Ministty of c
Works and krigation. The fishenmen

bave repeatedly demanded that the water

level be raised in order to improve their
caich, but the ministry’s policy has beea
exactly the opposite. “The ministry
wants Lake Mariut to work 2s a back-up
[catchment] system in case of _flash
floading,” expiains 8 ministry official.
In 1992, ome such flash flood in-
undated all the neighbouring villages.

The only solution proposed at the time.

was 10 drain the water into the Iake.
Since Lhen, the ministry has always been
careful to keep the water level very low.
“The fishermen's livelihood has been

affected because of -something

that may or may not occur in 50 years,”

comments Abdel-Rehim. )
But the fishermen are mnot the only
ones suffering. Over 40 factorics operate
around the lake: “Untrmfhig industrial
waste is Jumped inteo the . S2YS en-
vironmentalist Magdi Allam According
1o CEDARE’s most recent findings, 180
tons of indusmrial pollutants on average
are discharged into the lake every day.
The Alexandria goverorie, mean-

while, dumps 122.6 tons of Alexandda

sanitary drainage every day,” notes Ab-

del-Rehim. . _
Refuse collected from the city, more-

over, is dumped on the shore amd left to

roi.
Much of the lake has also been-filled
in to allow for agricultural expansion
and the constraction of roads. Mmu_:_svg:
as imigation systems are X
chemicals and pesticides are finding
their way into the waier, throwing the

p e oy G, TP TS

‘recorded in Egypt mj
" rope stop af the lake. It serves as a major

ecosystem off balance, “Six million co-

. bic metres of agricnhwral drainage water

are demped into the lake every day,” ac-
cording to a repont by CEDARE.

“All these factors have led 10 an ir-
reversible process of deterioration,™ says
Abdel-Rehim,

The lake is now divided into four main
basins. One of lhisg. aﬂocatfﬂd to the
bermen, is only 4.2 square kilometres
surface.

ing 10 a review published last

azipe, many of the 47 commercial fish
species that once thrived n the Lake
have disa “The average catch
has declived from 11,000 in 1976 10
2,000 in 1992, The value of the carch
bhas also plummeted, because no one
wams 10- buy contaminated fish™ ex-
plains Abdel-Rehim.

Poliution, of course, has all but elim-
inared the sole source of livelihood for a
community of once self-supporting fish-

ermen. Now unemployed, many of them -

also “suffer from one or more diseases.
Their hands are blowchy and swollen be-
cause of repeaied exposure o the toxic
brew in Lake Mariut,” the CEDARE re-

port warns.

The impact of pollution on Lake Ma-
riut, furthermore, far surpasses narrow
Jocal boundaries. “The lake is very sig-

nificant to birds migrating from western
Europe. Two-thinds of the bind-species

erating from Eu-

stop-over sile .and wintering arca for
hundreds of thousands of water birds,”
notes-Mindi Baheaeddin, an avid bird-
watcher.

“Although it is difficult 10 estimate ex-
actly how many of these birds are able to
continue their ‘jowney  southward, a
great- number certainly die because of
the pollution,” adds Abdel-Rehim.

It was only a year ago that CEDARE.
in collaboraiion with METAP (Med-
iterranean Environmental Technological
Assistance me) and the IAE (In-
temational Academy of the Environ-
ment) decided 1o launch a com-
prehetisive plan to upgrade Lake Macut.
“It was essential to gather all the con-
Hicting stakeholders’ and wy o help
thern figure out megns to create an en-
-viropmental management plan for the
Iake, each in his own field,” says Abdel-

. Rehim.

Public hearings were arranged, main
problems were highlighted and a unified
sirategy tq save the lake was defined and
agreed npon. “At present, the Fisheries
Aunthority is dredging the bottom of the
Iake 10 improve the water quality and in-
crease the water level™ he elaborates.
.These efforis have been welcomed en-
thusisstically by the fishermen, whose
productivity will be mproved by higher
water levels.

As for the Alexandriz General Organ-
isation for Sanitary Dminage, it has sug-
‘gested six alternatives 10 dumping the
city™s sewage into the Lake. “The séw-
age now receives primary and secondary
treatment before being dumped. Dis-
cussions of how to use the water for ag-
ricultural purposes are also ongoing,”
says Abdel-Rehinm.

. The Alexandriz govermnorate is now
-asking all new invesiors along the lake

. lo provide an EIA (Environmental Im-

1 Assessment) before. it approves
ﬁirpmjects.whilerhel\ﬁnisn'yfw&

vironmential Affairs is urging the 40 ex-

Abdel-Rehim notes. :

These are the clements of the unifred
strafegy. “It may not be the best ever,
but it is definftely the most appropriate
for the time being,™ he adds.

The improvement was immediafely
felt. The catch increased to 4.300-tons m

1997, as compared to 2,000 tons
1992, (EDARE expects further

The most important element of the
strategy was the conciliabon of con-
flicting parties. Last week, -repre-
septatves of the various interests trav-
eled 1o Tunisia, where they presenied
strategics for the resolution of com-
plicated problems and the partial im-
provement of warer guality. “R was
quite impressive. Before, they were in-
different; now, they are sefting an ex-
ampls which con be emulated i other
countries suffering from a similar prob-
lem,” Abdel-Rehim concludes.
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Yesterday, the world marked Earth Day. In Egypt, efforts to preserve and upgrade the environment continue, although it is often an uphill battle

Despite legislation which forbids hunting in protected areas and natural habitats, Eqypt's wildlife
remains at risk. Gihan Shahine wonders whether the problem is the law — or its enforcement

Last month. two lourists were aboul to embark on
their private boat, anchored in Szfugz port. when po-

lite puards smelled a pungem odour. The source

seemed 0 be the wurists” luggase. On closer ex-
amination, the police found pazelle meat among the
tourists” possessions. Although wazelles are pro-

“tected under domestic luws und internstional trea-

ties. and Safaga is a protected arca, the lourists had
been hunting,
Al the same port, another car was siopped by po-

. Lice. It contained ten gazelles plus frozen micat and

17 stuffed gazelles. .
In both cases. the garelles. vehicles. and weapons
were confiscated and a fine of LES.000 was im-
posed on the culprits for breaching the hunting laws.
.But these are only two cases. Another dozen re-
cently made newspaper headlines. Last month, A/-
Akltbar reported several incidents of 2azelle hunting
in Hurghada Fahi Hegpgi,
the director of the Al-
Rayyan falcon rescrvation,
says that twelve cases were
filed against bumiers this
year. The ministry of the
enviconmeant recently con-
fiscated nine falkcons from
tourists. And many ' con-
servatiopists maintain that
arresis represent al mosl
five per cent of hunting ac-
tvides actually wking
place in EgyptL ”
“Wildlife is still largely
endangered, despite all the
laws,” warmns Richard
Hoath, z fellow of the Zoo-
logical Society of London,
contributor to the BBC
Wildlife Magagine and on- - .

Egypt's wildljfe. He ex- - -
plamns that the wriple on-
slaught of pollution, urban .
encroachment and upregu-
lated hunting has taken a - -
geat toll on Egypt's nar- - ...
ural heritage. “Egyptians
should be more aware that
the natoral heritage is as'
important as Egypt's his- .~ .. 1’
torical anfiquities.”™ T

Many  conservationisis
agree that Egypt's natural
heritage - is crving out for
attention. The 18 protecied
areas covering 19 million
feddans (7.5 per cent of the
country’s surface) contrib-
ute to halting depletion. -
But some of the damage _. -
may be irreversible.

faw  102/1983 cat-
egorically bans hunting in-
side prowected zones. The
fuli protection of wildlife,
however, should be pro- 33
Law (Law 4/1994), which
prohibits hunting through-
out Egypt, and by the inter- - .
national treaties Egypt has
signed, which idenufy en-
dangered species. This leg- -
islation also includes sudct - -

the hunting of cenain spe-
cies hsolfmg binds and ducks, es-
tablishi the times at
which they may be bunted ..
as well as pumbers, Li- .- °
cences, weapons and hunt-
ing grounds. The laws also
regulate the gathering of
species used I scientific

According to the En- -
vironment Law, the Egyp- ' |
tian Environmental Affairs --.
Agency (EEAA) is the au- -
thority responsible for the:
enforcement of this legislation, a task it must dis-
charge in cooperation with the Ministrics of Interior.
Tourism, and Defence. [is jurisdiction includes is-
suing licences and identifying the species that need
1o be conserved, If a violation is detected, the guards
assigned to the relevant area report to the police.

Recent official siatistics, however, indicate thau
this legislation is still being violaled. Due to hual-

. ing, 35 of 106 mammal species, 16 of 450 bird spe-

cies. and 15 of 100 reptile and amphibious species
are on the verge of extinction in Egypl

Eavironmentalists and conservatonists warn that
the Dorcus and slender-horned gazeile, Nobian ibex,
Barhary sheep. oryx. leopard. cheetah, crocodile,
wolf, and hyena are about to di from Egypt
The Houbara bustard and the falcon face a severe.
threat. The lizard population has declmed pre-
cipitously, and mrtles have almost di .

“If incidents of over-hunting persist, I am afraid
there won't be any animals or birds in the Egyptian
desert very soon.” laments Mindi Bahaseddin. na-
tional coordinator of a study on hupting man-
agement for the EEAA and orpaniser of bird-
watching tours. “This means not only dumage 1o
the eco-balance in natural habitars, but also the loss
of a good poential source of income that eco-
tourism gencrates. Egyptians are being robbed of
their pamral resomees, especially since the reintro-
duetion of animals that have been killed off here is

very costly.”

Many species. Hoat: adds. ore protecied v me
law because they wre Sen e egriculiuse. o
prime seurce of pation.d inLame “Mony binds prey
oa rats and nuce ol demare crope” he eapluine.
“H the birds weme ermdicaied &y Rumins, the ceaniry
wouid have 1o spend meses on chemicals like pes-
ticides and mvecicides.”

The huniers are rmostds toudsss who, vazble to
hunt in heir own cousidies. hes! 1o the Epvplizn
desert where they feel they can Sreuk: the jaws, Ba-
haaeddin explains. Moharmad Thrakim, an officiaf in
the EEAA’s depuntment of protected areas. agrees:
“Arab ourists. 0 wham henting s colerally im-
ponant, constitute the buih of zazelle und falcon
hunters ~ Hoath =dds ther many Europeans. especial-
Iv Malese and Iutian ciiizens, have also been spot-
ted “shooting all the birds apd animals in sight” in

. and polluted lake.

Egypt's protected areas.

Most of the bunters bribe the Bedouin residents,
who xnow the desent betier than anyonme, o guidg
them 1o the best potential bunting Jocations. Some
are caught exiting the country with the animals they
have kilied or captured, bwt manv escape across the
border.

Local merchants were also among the violutors.
according to the EEAA’s Tbrehim. He explains that
the illesal animal tade is a most Jucrative business
— “second only to drug-dealing™. The prict of one
live falcon ranges between LE30.000 and LETO,000.
he estimates.

Kerdasa and Abu Rawash are the most famous an-
imal markets. Business at the second. however. has
dwindled recently, after repeated raids and confisea-
ton campaigns camied out by the EEAA. 56l in a
back-street shop. stuffed gazelles sell for LE300, fal-
cons for LEF, ibex for LEGD and dub lizards for
LE70 o LE120. Another shop displays rabbit and
wolf peits, ai prices which can reach thousands of
pounds, depending on the size of the for.

Are these wide-ranging transpression made pos-
sible by loopholes in the law. or is enfercement the
muin probiem? Could improving public awarencss
be the answer?

“Legislation must be reviewed and more stringent
punishments should be imposed,” Heggl says. The
law stpulates that violators must pay a fine of

: Top: in Lake Mariut, strugglies among conflicting
" interests have wreaked considerable damage.
Here, a road cuts through the much dithinished

Above: the trade in illegally hunted species con-
g% tinues. Gazelles and other creatures are killed
and stuifed, to spend the rest of time frozen in

r's mantel
grotesque poses on an amateslhom: M“hams'r.' Mosaad  entific rescarch  centres,

LE2H to LESSE¥) Vehicles apd weapons must also
be confiscaied. “Even the mavtmum fine is in-
siznificant. hutever, as compared 1o the moncy the
Tourists pay the Bedouin puides” Thrzhim em-
phastses. Hi stwrestion” “A prison sentence™.

Snme consenationists, on the other hand. believe
that. 2ithesugh the legislation may be lawed, it mves
the zovermniend the suthority o take offenders 10
cuurd. "But the laws are hirdly enforzed.” Hoath ai-
firms. “Eavirontaentz] kews are bypassed or ignored
amdd those v hio are meant 1o apply them are not cof-
ficiently cducated in how 1o do so. The only areas
thut ure properly manaped are Ras Mohamed and
Suint Cathenoe tn Sinwi. which have funding from
the European Union.”

Hoath has taken photos of illegally hunted ga-
zelles, ibex and birds and shovwn them 1o officials
and an organiser of hunting safaris. His wamings,
bowever, seem 10 have fal-
len on deaf ears.

According lo Bahaaeddin,
the laws provide a good ba-
sis. for hunting management,
but smdies must be con-
ducted on their imple-
mentation. A survey of dif-
feremt  species should be
conducted and a Jist of en-
dangered species must be
appended 1o the [aw, she
suggests.

*It is shocking that Egypt.
4 country so advanced in
many fields, sill doss not
have a hunting manacement
system. Today, all Arb
countries enforce such a
svsiern,” she adds.

Clearly. however, natural
conservalion is not as high
a priorily as economic prob-
lems, or even pollution.
Very linle is spent on en-
forcing anti-bunting legisla-
tion and protecting en-
dangered species.

Yet Bahaeddin believes
that conservation will even
prave profilable. “The gov-
emment should sell licences
to Egyptian and forzign
hunters. who should also be
informed about the hunting
regulations in Egypt” she
suggesis. “Trophy fees
should be collected from
game hunters. Hunling re-
serves can also be remted.
And the revenue could then
be used in the conservation
of natural resources.”

Public awareness, how-
ever, is the zovernment's
current focus, Effons in that
are3 include raids on animal
markels, acqoainting 1our-
ists with huming regulations
through the Ministry of
Tourism and tourism cons-
panies, ordering Egyptian
port auiherities not to allow
any tourist with four-wheel
drive vehicles or weapons
into the country, and ac-
quainting Bedowins and li-
censed hunters with  the
losses they will incur if nat-
vral habitais are over-
exploited. “We need more
public awarcness, which
should be the role of the
media.” notes Ibrahim.

Through the government’s
efforts. the message seems
to be getting through. Ah-
med Rifa’i, a truder who
hunis and sells reptiles to
univensity Izbs and sci-

suvs be has learned how 1o

follow e EEAA's di-
rectives. "I would never exceed my quola, for this
would mcan the cxtinction of some species and the
loss of my livahthood.” he explains.

“There i» ow doubt awarensss has significantly in-
creased,” says Buhaueddin. “The government is ex-
crting efforts to control the animal trade and to re-
duce incidents of hunting in protected areas.™

Salama Ahmed Salama, a veieran journalist and
the founder of the Environmental Writers' Associa-
tion, agrees. He adds that the enforcement of the En-
virenment Law has brought about some progress, if
only becausc it has made the EEAA the sole [i-
censing authority. ! am optmistic that more
progtess will be made with the increase in public
awireness,” Salama says.

Recently, the government has also begun 1o al-
locate a comparatively larger part of the budget 10
the conscrvation of biological resonrces. Egypt con-
tributed %3 miilion to the Egyptian-Evropean project
1o develop the five protecied zreas of south Sinai,
sepresenting 42 per cent of Sinai’s surface. The Eu-
ropean side has allocated $12 milfion 10 the project,
which should be completed in three years, Recently,
Minister of Environment Nadia Makram Ebeid alsp
inaugurated a4 new LE3 million environmental re-
search and monitoring lab in south Sinai.

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh
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An ancient
fawsuit that
fascinated
early
Egyptologists
is highlighted
by a new
discovery at
Saqqara

Court scene ut the Pamb of Vase

Ancient litigant’s tomb

discovered 100 years Iater

Last month an Egyptian mission working at Saq-

qara within Teti's necropolis compourd ac--

cidentally unearthed a burial shaft on the north-
eastern side of Khweet's pyramid. The shaft
plunges three metres below the desert floor. At
the boftom is a small limestone tomb 12 metres
square carved into the bedrock. Investigatioh
proved that this was the last resting place of
Ptah-Mess or Mose.

“The location of the tomb was never suspected,”
_Said Zahi Hawass, director- of the Giza
Plateau. Yet the earliest evidence for its existence
dates'to 1897 when French Egyptologist Victor
Loret excavated the tomb chapel, rstructure
containing a series of fasci hefl;e

The reliefs told the story of the longest court

Book Review

Tomb

When Gaballa A. Gaballa’s book, The Memphite
Tomb-Chapel of Mose. was published, it was the
{irst integral publication and reconstruction of a
well-known tomb whose claim to fame rested on
a unique legal text transcribed by Sir Alan Gar-
diner in 19G5. Gabaﬂnmmdd:esumcwhatche—
quered history of the tomb from fragmentary
scriptions by Sir Johm Nicholson in 1866.
subsequent excavation by Victor Loret, publicz-
tion of what became kmown as the Legal Text in
1901 by Loret and Moret and Gardiner’s classic
study of it in 1905. Then came a lapse of 35
ye:u'sb- during which no mention was made of the
tom

Archacology is an exciting business. Ii's a bit
like trying to complete a complicated jigsaw puz-
zle with most of the parts missing. Interest is re-
newed as each vital clue gives more of the over-

all picure, But the pieces. that is to say the -

evidence, is nol always to be found on the site of
the discovery. Blocks from the tomb of Mose
somehow found their way, by acquisition on the
open market or from pillage of the site, into the
Nicholson Museum in Sydncy, the Kestner Mu-

case cver to be heard in ancient times, which
took place during the Rameside perdod. This
fired the excavators’ enthusiasm to locate the
rest of the tomb, but despite moch digging over
the following years, nothing came to light The
surviving reliefs and architectural elements were
put on display in the Egyptian Museum, where
they can still be seen on the first foor.

Gaballa Ali Gaballa, secretary-general of the
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA), says that
this find not only revealed much of the form of
ancient Egyptian civil law, “but also showed a
family strugpling for a piece of land for almost
100 years™.

Gaballa explmned that the case started when
King Ahmose I offered a piece of land, which

piecemeal

It was also in the Cafro Museum that Gaballz,
general-secretary of the Supreme Council of An-
tiquities, became interested in the tomb-chapel of
Mose. On ing the monuments stored there
in 1960, he discovered that two whole chambers
of the tomb had vever been mentioned in any
Egyptological Literature. Moreover, among the
objects was a pillar and door jambs. Here was
certainly a project worth tackling and Gaballa
decided 0 accunmlate as much material as pos—
gible fom available evidence, provide a re-
constructtonofthechapel.dscnbescenes,trans-
late the remaining texts and pmseut a full
translation of the famous legal text.

The task he set himself was to trace the history
of Mose and his family throngh genealogies as
well as follow the course of the lawsnit The
work, publisbed by Aris & Phillips, Warminster,
England in 1977, won Gaballa the coveted State
Award of Merit. Some odd blocks of stoné from
the tomb were expected to bz up from time to
time but there the matter rested.

The recent discovery of the actual location of
the tomb at Saqqara (see above sfory) has fo-

now proves to be the sivs of Moge's tomb, to a per-
son called Nehsi in retim for his military service,
After his death, his children fnherited the land and
ass:gneﬂoncofthelrbmﬂlmtowaseen.
heldfor300ym unana-
:emhabs era, when Nehsi’s
hmtedtheland.andﬂ:esuuggkfmommlbe—
gammbydxﬂutewastakenwcoun,onm
occasion granddaughter, on another by the
until Moses finally ted witnesses

presen
atresting the fact that a5 Nehsi's grendson be bad- i

the legal right to oversee and own the land,” said
Gaballa. “The jury then finally retomed the 1and
1o Mose.” he added. .

Four canopic jars, three statuettes and 11 lime-
stone blocks were found inside the tomb. The

fought in the war against the Hyksos around
1557 BC, apd Gaballa traced his descendants, the
members of his clan, the immediate family of
Mose and associates of Mose’s family.

The remarkable legel text, which bas attracted
Egyptologists since its first publication at the

tum of the 20thoentury, ountams smgu]arlns—

umonusmtheland

“,Iwasﬂnechﬂdoany.sonofUmem.ﬂle
danghter of Neshi. A share was allocated for Ur-
nerc together with her brothers and sisters in the
Great Court in the time of the King Haremhab...
Thendmewasdespatchedthepmoﬂhehmr
Anjy who was the officer of the court, to the vil-
lage of Neshi.

*Allocation was made for me together with my
brothers and sisters. My mother. the citizen Ur-

pero, was made trustee for her brothers and sis--

ters...

“But Takharu, the sister of Umero, disputed
with Umnero in the great court. An officer of the
court was despatched and every one of the six
heirs was made to know his share...

“..Then Nubnofret, my mother, came fo-col-

The tomb of Mose, a Pharaonic
official known to us from the text
of a famous court dispute, has -
been found after almost a
hundred years of excavations.
Nevine El-Aref reports

mofblackbasalL“Aﬂw:mmmbadcondi
tion and were quickly restored,” said Hawass. -

The tomb walls are decoraled with scenes
shomngtheowncrwﬁ different deities and
thhscegesofhls domestic life where he is

.ﬂreseobjectsmnowbemgswedﬂSaqqm
pending restoration of the tomb, when the other
elemeats now in the Egyptian Museumn will be
Jeintegrated into the ensemble.

The Memphite Tomb-Chapel of Mose, Gaballah A.
Gaballah. Warminster, England: Aris & Phillips, 1977

the Granary of Pharaoh, Life, , Health:
I am confident that I am the ‘of Neshi.
Allocation was made for me together with them.
Idonotanhowledge. the agent Khay as broth-

A.nd g0 the case oom:mued. with testimonies
from Papa, leg?lepnest,}lon,thebee-lweper
ofthetreasm:y the pharaoh, the citizen Tent-
paihay, and others.

“As Amun endores, aslhem]erendlnm Tam
depmredot‘mysha:e..
'“Idlaﬂspmku'uthﬁﬂlytoﬂ:cphamoh.hﬁe,
Prosperity, Health, I shall not speak falscly... ”

“_IfIspeakfalselycn:oﬂ'mynoseandears
mdletmebebmshadeush_

mented with new ‘insights.

Site tours
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balla's book is no longeronthe
market which, in view of the new
discovery, may not be zo bad
Who knows what the sands hold in .
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Mﬂsmﬁuntz.nmu:.au-uml challesige during & match at which a helmet was almost as necessary as a pair of boots photo: Ahmed Abdei-Razeq

Zamalek
pursuit

spectacle aod didn't need 0 &

With chree

hDga,Ah]i’sHosum - traditional : power - houses - of

never felt bet-
tér. His team have been play- -
ng ' . hamoniouvs, -l;;%th-

spirited, well-orgamised

increased by leaps and
bounds ever gince new tech-
nmical coach Rainer Tschuble

took over a month ago. _fémﬂl;.a]_a_sot_:laimedsomeat-

Zamalek, O'I:I._ﬂlbl other
hand, went through hell last,
Sunday, in an atmosphere of *
hooliganism

since the evénts_of. 1978. In.-
the end, though,

- sand fanatic fons, before ref-
. eree Abdel-Hamid Radwan

andhsﬁmmfmwd

o three min-

me:tggnnofsamcemme.'

- Yet in this 22nd week ‘of

" creating a golden
Hossam

the sides,” Tschuble said. Tt

made sure he did not
miss. Trying to save their

g B ‘The league is approaching the critical -
s 5§ I ' stage, with Ahli five points ahead of

arch-rival Zamalek, and the provincial
teams siill striving to stay in the
premier league. Eman Abdel-Moeti
reports on the 22nd week

couple of attempts on
- Ahli's goal, bat Ahli's snap-
py counter-attacks soon had
them ronning back to defend.

The 22pd week of the
. league was pot as pleasant
for Zamalek as ‘for Ahl.
_ Stdving 1o overcome a five-
them apd the Teaders. Zam-
aiek had a frantic time with

Together with more than 24 Egyptian
gymnasts, Raouf Abdel-Karim flaw to
Namibia last week to

! ionships which are being

participate in the
African Champi
beld from 20 to 26 April, writes Eman

: Abdel-Moetl. This is the first time Ab-
-del-Karim has participated in the Af-

rican Championships as a senior, though
as a junior be won two gold medajs and
one bronze.

Since his gold medal in the Med-
fterranean Games last year, he bas be-
gome the feﬂiecraﬁté:;‘s hoge of reviving

gypt's golden days o cs,
when we umsed to prnduo%y%l;ayf:pic
champions. The fact that be is at his
best on twe apparatus, the horse and
the horse vault, has made federation of-
ficials seek oul other young gymmasts
whose telents are similarly specialised.
In the holy momh of Ramadan last
year, the federation organised a new
type of competition where each gym-
nast chooses (wo apparatus to perform
on instead of having to confront all six.

Federation officials are correndy pre-
paring Raoof for the Sydney Olympics.
He has spent the last two months in a
closed camp in Belarus, and participated
in the Romanjan Open and the Paris
Grand Prix for the best 12 gymnasts in
the world.

Although many officials believe in his
talent, their hesitation 10 send him and
other promising young gymnasis to par-
tcipate in international championships
is the main reason we have failed to pro-
duce world champions since the 1960's.
Our national team reigns on the African
and Arab level, but they are deprived of
any international experience for rneasons
wﬂ remain obscure. federati

year, gymmnastics fon of-
ficials announced at a press conference
celebrating Raouf's gold medal that
they would send him 1o the World
Championships held last August in
Switzerland, but later went back on
their word. Both they and the national
team coach Alexander Ivanov thought
the young man did not stand a chance
against the world’s tonghest gymmasts.
“Raouf competed against only four of
the world’'s top competitors in the
Mediterraneanr Games. In the World
Championships, he would have had to
compete against the same competitors
and ar least eight other of the best
connfries in the worlkd It conld be 2
shock for him to find himself Tagging
behind in the overall ranking,” Ivanov
explajned. If the national coach does
not believe in one of his besr per-

Undervaulting ambition

As the national gymnastics team with its precocious star
Raouf Abdel-Karim heads to the African Championships in
Namibia, we raise the question: what's holding Egypt back?

formers, how cap he believe in any of
the other members of his team?

According 10 Raouf's father, the pres-
ident of the International Gymnastics
Federation was so impressed with the
young gymnast that he encouraged him
10 panicipate in the World Champion-
ships, which were a qualifier for 1he Par-
is Grand Prix. "Even when Raouf failed
to go 10 Swizerland,” his father cou-
tinued, “the president gave bim anciher
chance 10 compete against the best gym-
nasts of the world at the Grand Prix in
Paris, but his records were not officially
recognised”. Thus not only did Raounf
miss two imporant championships in
the last two years, he also missed a
chance 10 compare his performance with
that of the gymnasts ge :rill probably be
competing agamnst in Sydney.

Federation officials believe that for
Raouf 10 participate in 2 World Cham-
pionship cr anather top comperition snch
as the Grand Prix, his record on the
horse vault, his best apparatus, should be
at least 9.8. Abdel-Karim won his gold
medal in the Mediterranez- Games with
0.225 points. and in the R: manian Cpen
which hosted the woarld’s top countries
in the game, he won third place in the in-
dividual event with an average of 9.425,
This advance is a significant achieve-
ment in less than a year.

Ivapov thinks it is possible for Abdel-
Karim 1o reach an average of 9.860 well
before the Sydney Olympics if he main-
wins the same level of training, and
many officials in the federation believe
he is a guaranteed medal for Egypt. But
they seem to have overlooked the im-
portance of international competition not
only for Raouf but for the whole na-
tional team if they wapt to win more
medals in 2000. African and Arab com-
petitions are not enovgh. We should be
looking beyond our arch-rivals South
Africa apd Algeria if we want 10 reach
world championship levels. Doubting
our gymnasts’ potendal and talents will
not belp us establish an international
reputation.

On the African level, our rhythmic
gymmnastics team and the men's artistic

astics team have consistently been
placed first. Both teams have aiso pro-
duced some promising young talents
who unfortnately did not ger the
chance to compete in a major inter-
national event like the Mediterranean
Games. If the these two teams win their
events again this year as they have in
the past, isn't it time for them to move
on to bigger stage?
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan of contemporary life
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gamisation of commumal use of the water-

wheels, joint ownership of livestock, and.
r:nmls;:rangeﬁnntsfor and oth-
er farming , there are

1o provisions in the law to cover many

" .of thege

in Al-Ahram on 9 May 1912
‘a prevalent . crie-

The ing extract from a lengthy -
cipont o the imiser of fustice pub-
Tished

went - DUmMETous
changes as a result
of the process. of
trans-

23

0

formation. Among
these

viers_the expan- Society”. Yet strang

The Egyptian nationalist movement against British
occupation and government repression took a new tum
in 1912, as mysterious leaflets began to appear
throughout the country, signed by the “Black Hand
ely, the campaign ended as soon as the man who had

sion in the base of Koon arrested on the charge of masterminding it was released from prison.

_land

and the emergence

of a new class of
- -d i :

ed village mayors the right t6 arbitrate

in. cases of offences subject to a maxi--
mom fine of 25 plastres and 4 prison

sentence of 24 hours or Jess.” Three
years Jate another decree gave.them the
tight 1o arbitrate in civil suits involving
claims worth 100 piastres or fess.

3

‘British- high commissioner noted a
decline -in the nomber of civil
in the countryside. “When the vil-

that the omda has- the
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iand- = of 1898 prohibiting the village mayors

- def:n&ﬂ-was a relative or -a worker
-in their employ. Cerlainly, letters to

Al-Akram reveal that the viliage' may- .
ors were mot above tampéring with the

- creasingly reluctant 2o take on the bur-
dens -of the village' judge. It was not
‘odd; in light of these digadvantages,
that Egyptians would devise a new for-

A R

vantages. In his annual repost for 1907,

_will be subv

mula for a rural justice system. This

was o be found in the district cowts, or
what Al-Ahkram termed “the villagers’
cOurts.

EL
:
:

of the villagers’ courts in his province.

. Bur he had certain reservations about

ﬂ:eselecﬁonof&i’bu;;lxﬂellnhm's.ﬁ&;
pressing the ho at least
wouldbe“honolzablemenwhnwiu
act ‘mbove their personal interests.” If
the government .did not select men of
integrity, he “the endeavour
and the rolings of the
courts will become wespons for re-
venge.”,
These quelms wers shared by many

Dr Yunan Labib Rizk tells the story from reports published by Al-Ahram

in the countryside, and the scramble
among raral notables to put themselves
forward as candidates for the tribnpal
did little 10 lay them to rest. We note
from the of otker Al-Ahram
provincial correspondents that the pros-
pective candidates were ‘not motivated
by immediate financial gain. The posi-
tion was not salaried; in fact, candidates
had 1w pay an LE15 application fee.
Rather, “the spirit of dvalky for this po-
sition smanates from the quest for el-
e\&amdsmusandtbedasimmshow
o_!l
Al-Ahram, for its part, was copcemed
that the jive judges lacked the
necessary famibiarity with the law. Its
corespondent from Minia wamed of
the dangers of this and sng that
the government “offer the judges that
are selected lessons in the particolars of
the legal process so that the judges do
pot mile ont of ignorance and Iack of
knowledge.”

In the symmer of 1912, the govem-
ment annonnced the resuolts of the selec-
tion process for the district courts. Al-
Ahram of 2 August allocated extensive
space to the report from Assiout. El-
Assiout very satisfied with
the results, saying that “heads nodded
to the faimess of the choices.” And in
tacit affimnation of the social origins of
the district comrt members, he wrote,
“all of them are from the best families,
have high-level educational certificates,

centres.
From the outset. the new disrict court
judges performed their duties with ear-

" ‘nest dedication. In the course of their

work they epcountered pumerouns issues
that were not covered by the law. The
right to legal comsel was one such is-
suc, and the judges concnored thar “in
order 1o alleviate the fnancial burden
on the farmers, there will be no need
for lawyers in these conrts.”

They also examined the relationship
between the district courts and reguiar

comns of first instance in their prov-

inces. According to the pew law, some
mssbeforetbedisuietmmtcou]dbel

appealed before the courts of first in-
stance.

The competency of the courts was a
third issue t¢ draw their atention. The
judges proposed that the villagers’
courts be authorised to admdicate on
charges the maximnm penalty for
which was a week, ratber than only 24
hoars, imprisonment. They argued that
this would “render these cours more
infloential, alleviate the pressures om
the counts of first instance and speed
the couorse of justice.”

Other problems before the district
courts were taken op by parliament. OF
major impontapce were the informal,
mmotarised contracts for the dis-
position of . In February 1913,
parliament resolved to give the district
courts competency over these cases as
well, “as the local notables on these
courts are familiar with the parties to
the contract and the under
contract, which will enable them to de-
tect the flaws in some contracts and to
belp the parties to the contract under-
stand the defects. There are now more
than 200 district courts in the coumry.”

‘The potential for harm was indeed
great, A memorandum from the mio-
ister of justice said that the farmers,
who were generally illiterate, “sign
these contracts with their personal
seals. These seals are frequently stolen
and used o sign contacts un-
beknownst to the owner of the seal.
Also, the farmer may be ignorant of a
subtle point in the contract to which be
has affixed his seal, causing him con-
siderable loss of fortone, particularly
as the Egyptian lawmaker has not leg-
islated gmzrantees to protect the ignor-
ant from the of their ig-
norance and to safeguard the gullible
from deceit™

While parliament debated the issue
of mformal contracts, the villagers’
cowts gained additional powers. As
Al-Ahram reported on 26 March 1913,
they now had the amhonify to rvle on
quarrels and assanits in which no se-
rious wounds were inflicted and on the
refusal o comply with the demands of
mayors upoen the populece made in ac-
cordance with the law.

Naturally, the new authorities of the
district conrts were subjected to vari-
ous criticisms, Among the most con-
tentions issues was the right of the de-
fendanis 1 contest the of
the counrt or one of its mem for a
given hearin g.EGiven the m;llusc inter-
relaions in Egyptian socicty,
there would be z high Iikelihood that
there could be a kinship bond between
one of the judges and the defendant.

The most important criticism was

voiced in a letter to Al-Akram that ap-
peared on 28 May 1913 beneath the
headline, “The district courts and the
problems of merchants in litigation.”
The writer complained that it was un-
fair that debtors be tried in villagers’
courts in their own area of jurisdiction.
“It is most vnreasonable thal an in-
dividual can buy merchandise or live-
stock and postpons payment in-
definfiely, while the creditor, in order o
claim his rights, is forced to suffer the
inconvenience of putting his affairs on
hold and to bear the expenses of trav-
elling back and forth between his vil-
lage and the village of the debior every
time he has 1o attend a session of the
trial.” The solution, he proposed, was
for the government “to have mercy on
merchants by decreeing that their suits
should be brought before the cowts of
first instance immediately,” while re-
stricting the jurisdiction of district
courts to the lawsuits between the vil-
lagers themselves.

In spite of these criticisms, the reports
of the adviser 1o the Ministry of Justice
for 1912-1913 suggest that the disnict
cowts were very successful. More and
more cases were being brought before
the courts.

For example, within a three-month
period in 1913 the district courts
ruled on 1,327 criminal offences and
9,953 civil suits. In addition. the Min-
istry of Justice only received a hand-
ful of complaints concerning the rul-
ings of these courts. More
importantly, according to these re-
ports, the new courts had served 10
protect the farmers from the Ilengthy
delays they used to encounter when
resorting to the ordinary cowsts, and
the fact that the judges were familfar
with the customs of the villagers en-
abled them to reduce significantly the
level of zcrimony between the lit-
igants. Also, the farmers, accustomed
to deference to the famiiies of the
prominent village notables, were more
willing to accept the mlings of the
judges. Finally, while the diversion of
many suits to the district courts also
had the unanticipated consequence of
depleting the revenues of the national
courts, the villazers’ courts were an
important landmark in the on-going
process of facilitating and sweam-
lining legal procedures in the history
of the Egyptian justice system.

The author is 2 pro-
fessor of history and
head of ArAhram His-
tory Studies Centra.
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An opera house is neither a cheese nor a tomb,
though its shape suggests both. It is, or was be-
fore the electronic age, 2 temple for the per-
forming arts of music. Now it has slid down off

house. The mare famous they are, the more trav-
el-strained. They descend npon the theatre, lucky
1o get rehearsals at all, do the and,
after some days seeing the sights, have gone off
again to a new cheese. It is not an attractive de-
sign, but peither is the life of a singer in this age.
The more famouns, the more in orbit they
come.

So everything is in motion at an opera, except
the opera house itself. And there are people,
ings, who stay with it and belong to i

discussing. .

Without these people, the opera could not fumc-
tion for a single performance. They are few, in-
valuable and outside most ordinary discipli
Such is the trust in which they are beld, an opera
bouse values such people more than the stars
who shine intermittently, They form the orbit in
which stars can shine and declioe, but they them-
selves more or less go on forever. Hardly seen by
the general public, their financial rewards are not
the factor which keeps them af the opera house at
all. They belong by their right of dedication to
the § ibilities of opera. The in-
comprehensible is doing quite well, it scems, be-
cause it makes a change from the deadly routine
which is engulfing the other arts.

There is nothing secure in an opera house. Ms-
dame the pre-Madonna’s throat is a fragile, ca-
pricious object. To be part of thiz imational
space-circus which is opera offers some people
more thrills than professionz] football. Anyway,
like football it can be an area of dedicated, reck-
less courage, the kind that held the ancient Ro-
mans enthralled like a chariot race. Every tenor
is a2 Ben Hur.

This particular House, like all its family
throughout the world, has a dome on the top of a
spread group of buildings around its base. This
particular one is now ten years old. Day or night,
it never closes. Performances go on and cease,
but the car and eye and machinery never stop. It
is ao entity with a life {ike an internatiopal news
circus. It moves in a motion without end.

Now it is the daytime space. It is alive with

and three en are stonding waiting, They are in-
troduced by Shexif-Sonbol, the 2

provided for us at the side of the stage. None are

diating goodwill and a sert of pleasure. It shows
that they really love their work.

It is a banality to over-estimate the youmg, but
it pays off. However, there is something hap-
pening in Cairo which saggests change, maybe
the end of the world or a big new public for the
Cairo Mr Instruments, Mustafa Kamel,
says “it to do with the of the pew
world economy as it hits Egypt.” From the Op-

2

era House director comes good news for Mustafa
Kamel — the opera must have a Steinway, and
one will soon appear. The sheer cost of the beau-
tiful monster will astound. The director also says
g:eeenewhmpsa:eooming.'rheconeertflifeof

opera is gradually changing into one of jnter-
national status: harps are demanded by players
and Steinways are a necessity. They already have
a Bosendorf and a few Yamahas at the opera, but
ﬂ;eqlﬁxnnmsmwayisdmndedbyanvisiﬁng

PiamsmMuwgaKamal’schiefheadad:e.
They are sensitive beyond anything they suggest,
subject to rheumatism, sinngitis and backache.
They are neurotic, subject to fits of withdrawal,
As with bigh-bred horses, never attempt to put
down a piano. They sulk and withdraw. Tale of
pimo inci aboond. Mustafa Kamel re-

at all, carrying hi
weight of authority through the entire house. Mr
"He seems 10 direct nothing, has no special po-
sition or absolute avthority. He is almost sub-

versively unknown to all except those working

i

RE R

unto himself, ) ’

" The trio have vivid shots of visitors to
both the old and new houses. How much
Gigli .
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